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2018 Jan 22 Authority Board Meeting – Staff Report Agenda Item 6-2 

Requested Action: 

Discuss ion and poss ible di rect ion to staff regarding the Colusa Indian Community 

Counci l ’ s  (Counci l )  request for membership to the Sites Project  Authority Board.  

Detailed Description/Background: 

The Colusa Indian Community Counci l  sent a let ter  request ing membership to the Sites 

Project  Authori ty Board of Directors on December 7, 2017. Representat ives from the 

Counci l  part ic ipated in a presentat ion at  the Sites Project Authority Board meeting on 

December 18, 2017 and expressed the ir  interest in the project  and the ir  desi re to 

part ic ipate in the p lanning, construct ion and future operat ion of the project .  

The Water Commiss ion’s adopted regulat ions §6013  requires that a Nat ive Amer ican 

Tr ibe can rece ive funding i f they agree to a l imited waiver of the ir sovere ign immunity.  

Discuss ions with Water Commission’s legal  counse l confi rmed this requirement and 

indicated that  whi le the regulat ions were wri tten on t he assumpt ion a Nat ive American 

Tr ibe would be an appl icant,  the waiver of sovere ign immunity should apply to a Jo int 

Powers Authority that has a Nat ive Amer ican Tribe as a part ic ipant .  

This information is the bas is for discuss ions between the Authori ty’s legal counse l and 

the Counci l ’s  legal counsel,  which are on -going.  

Prior Authority Board Action: 

At the December 18, 2017 Sites Project Authority Board Meet ing, the Authority Board 

directed Genera l Counci l  and staff to begin legal  review of the request  and  begin 

prel iminary d iscussions with the Colusa Indian Counci l  leadership and their attorneys.   

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source:  

None.  

Staff Contact:  

J im Watson 

Attachments: 

None.  


