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Background: The Board approved publ ishing a notice of avai labi l i ty for the Site 
Reservoir Project Environmental Impact Report (CEQA Clearinghouse Number 
2001112009) on August 14, 2017. In paral lel, the Bureau of Reclamation publ ished 
a similar notice for the release of the Federal Feasibi l i ty Report and associated 
Environmental Impact Statement. Init ial and informal coordination with local land-
owners, concerned agencies and other potential commenters has identif ied that the 
90-day review period wil l  not be suff icient to provide comments on the Draft EIR/S 
and complete the other related activit ies in support of the California Water 
Commission’s review of the Sites Reservoir Project appl ication for the Water Storage 
Investment Program.  

The Sites Reservoir Project staff has part ic ipated in several informal discussions 
with a few of the regulatory agencies. These agencies have expressed concerns 
about the volume of information contained in the submitted documents that wil l  be 
reviewed in paral lel with other activit ies, such as and not l imited to the State Water 
Resources Control Board’s update to the Water Qual ity Control Plan. 

Recommendation: Based on the informal discussions with regulatory agencies, the 
fol lowing is the staff ’s recommendation for the Authority Board’s consideration: 

  Extend the publ ic and agency review period to a total of 153 days. Written 
comments on the Draft EIR/EIS should be submitted on or before Monday, 
January 15, 2018. Through an extension of the review period for an addit ional 
63-days, the regulatory agencies should have the t ime and resources avai lable 
to adequately review the submitted project and ful ly understand the proposed 
project.  

  Direct staff to work with the regulatory agencies and, i f appl icable, to prepare 
supplemental information. 

  Reschedule the publ ic meetings to occur in early December 2017. These 
meetings wil l  provide information on the project and an opportunity for the 
publ ic and agencies to submit comments on the Draft EIR/EIS. 

Respectful ly Submitted by: 

Jim Watson, General Manager 


