
Meeting: Phase 1 Reservoir Project Agreement 2018 Jan 19 

Sub jec t :  Reservoir Committee Meeting 9:30 – 12:00 PM 
Loca t ion:  S i tes Project Author ity 

122 Old Highway 99 West Maxwel l ,  CA 95955 
Call in: 1-800-201-7439 
Code: 644237 

Cha i r :  Thad Bettner (Glenn-Colusa Irr igat ion Distr ict) 
V i ce  Cha i r :  Doug Headrick (San Bernardino Val ley Munic ipal  Water Distr ict) 
T reasure r  Jamie Traynham (Davis Water Distr ict) 

Act ion i tems serve as meet ing minutes 

Part ic ipat ion by phone is  not  counted 
in  quorum or  vot ing. 

Status: D ra f t  Meet ing  M inutes  Version: 0  
Purpose: In fo rmat iona l  Date: 2018 Jan 19 
Caveat 1 Sub jec t  to  change Ref/File #:

Caveat 2 Page: 1  o f 6  

MEETING MINUTES

ROLL CALL & QUORUM:  Rol l  was cal led (see Attachment A), which resulted in 19 
el igib le representat ives. This equates to 74% of the current part ic ipat ion percentage 
being in attendance, which is greater than the 50% needed to have a quorum of the 
Reservoir Committee. By approximately 9:45 AM, part ic ipat ion had increased to 20 
members, which resulted in a 76% part ic ipat ion percentage of vot ing members. 

ATTENDANCE:  See Attachment B. 

CALL TO ORDER:  

Chairman Bettner cal led the meet ing to order at 9:32 AM fol lowed by the Pledge of 
Al legiance. 

AGENDA APPROVAL:  

It  was moved by Cheng and seconded by Kunde to approve the January 19, 2018 
Sites Reservoir  Committee Agenda. Motion approved unanimously. 

MEETING MINUTES APPROVAL:   

Approval of December 21, 2017 meet ing minutes was moved by Azevedo and seconded 
by Br it t ian with no change. Motion approved unanimously. 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION: 

It  was  announced  that  after  Agenda  Item  8,  the  Reservoir  Committee would proceed 
into closed sess ion.  

INTRODUCTIONS 

PERIOD FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:  

No comments were provided.  

1 Chairpersons’ Report:  Bettner & Headrick  

1.1 Introductory remarks 
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1.2 Presentat ion by Jeffery Mount (Attachment 1-2) 

Dr. Jeff Mount gave a presentat ion on managing Cal i fornia ’s freshwater 
ecosystems in l ight of the drought that ended in 2016.  

The presentat ion proposed to establ ish ecosystem water budgets, and using the 
system’s f lexibi l i ty to meet ecosystem object ives.   

1.3 February 2018 Reservoir Committee Elect ions (Attachment 1-3) 

Elect ions are proposed for the next meet ing on February 15, 2018. Committee 
members were encouraged to volunteer for work groups they are interested in. 

The current l ist  of work group and assignments includes the addit ion of the Risk 
Assessment Work Group that was created in the December 21, 2017 meet ing. It 
is expected that with the elect ion of off icers for next month, the structure of 
the work groups wi l l  a lso be revis ited and potent ia l ly modif ied for the remainder 
of Phase 1. 

2. Manager’s Report: Watson  

2.1 Informat ional discussion of project status  (Attachment 2-1) 
for the month of December 2017. 

General Manager Watson provided a recap of the joint workshop with the Sites 
Joint Powers Author i ty (JPA) to develop a procurement strategy that wi l l  be used 
to develop a procurement plan. This informat ional and publ ic workshop was held 
on January 18, 2018. Further discussion was held under agenda item 7. 

Staff is  a lso in the process of retaining a f inancia l advisor for the project.  

Staff cont inues to work on cost controls and a Phase 1 complet ion schedule. 

2.2 Report out on the Cal i fornia Water Commiss ion  
Meet ing on January 18, 2018. 

At the Cal i fornia Water Commission (CWC) Meet ing on January 18, 2018, the 
staff  announced their decis ions on the prel iminary benef it-cost rat ios. After 
complet ing prel iminary reviews, none of the eleven el ig ible projects had a rat io 
greater than one. F ive of the eleven projects received a rat io of zero, two 
projects were within 0 to 0.5, and four projects were within 0.5 to 0.9.  

Staff met with the CWC technical  reviewers on January 11, 2018 to better 
understand their scor ing process.  Staff  plans to use the appeal process to 
provide supplemental informat ion requested by the technical  reviewers.  

The Water Commission staff  reported that the Sites Project has el igib le 
benef its in water for refuges, recreat ion, and f lood, but the CWC requires 
further c lar i f icat ion for the salmon and delta smelt benef its.  To model sa lmon 
benef its on the Feather River,  a temperature model is  needed, however CWC 
was not able to provide further direct ion.  
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On February 2, 2018, formal comments wi l l  be re leased from the CWC. 
Appl icants wi l l  then have unt i l  February 23, 2018 to submit their appeal.  On 
Apri l  23, 2018 the CWC staff wi l l  conduct their review, and then turn over to 
the CWC Process of f inal iz ing the benef it-cost rat io from May 1 – May 3, 2018. 
On May 25, 2018, CWC is expected to re lease ini t ia l  return-on-investment 
scores, which wi l l  be f inal ized through the end of June. Dol lar values wi l l  be 
assigned to indiv idual projects by the end of July.   

General  Manager Watson asked the Reservoir Committee i f  i t  desired to 
convene the work group that reviewed to orig inal  WSIP Appl icat ion to review 
the appeal before its  submiss ion on February 23, 2018, one week after the 
next Reservoir  Committee meet ing. No act ion was taken. 

In response to a quest ion related to funding the appeal,  General Manager 
Watson stated that due to the complexity of our proposal,  we had planned to 
use the appeal process to clar i fy aspects such as how O&M costs would be 
addressed and there wi l l  not be a cash cal l  to support this appeal process; the 
cont ingencies bui lt  into Phase 1 wi l l  cover costs.  

3. Ad Hoc Finance & Economics Work Group:  Traynham  

3.1 Review Payment of Cla ims and Treasurer ’s Report  
and consider approval by the Author i ty Board (Attachment 3-1) 

Treasurer Traynham provided an overview of the Treasurer ’s  Report for 
December 31, 2017. Vanderwaal motioned to approve the Treasurer’s  Report,  
which was seconded by Hartwig.  

Staff is  st i l l  working to schedule a meeting with Yolo County to address their 
outstanding invoice.  

3.2 Discussion and poss ible direct ion to staff  regarding  
the retent ion of an Independent Municipal  
F inancia l  Advisor. 

Joe Trapasso provided update on the status of the sol ic itat ion process.  Staff 
has completed a draft Request-for-Proposals (RFP) to address the scope of 
work of the posit ion. Legal Counsel has approved the RFP with comments, and 
the f inal ized RFP is scheduled to go out by January 26, 2018. The RFP process 
wi l l  fo l low a standard 30 day schedule.  

4. Ad Hoc Document Review Work Group: Bettner 

4.1 Discussion and poss ible direct ion to staff  regarding  
comments received to the Draft EIR/EIS. 

The publ ic comment per iod on the Draft  EIR/EIS has c losed as of Monday 
January 15, 2018. The report handed out in the meet ing del ineates the 
individuals and organizat ions who submitted comments. 
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5. Ad Hoc Members’ Reservoir Ops WG: Kunde & Ruiz 

Report out on progress to:

 Update the analys is of operat ions for south of Delta part ic ipation.

 Consider us ing storage as a potent ia l method to f inance project
construct ion costs and annual operat ions and maintenance costs.

 Develop a draft r isk matr ix for use in the Phase 1 rebalancing process.

The Operat ions Work Group has been focused on the rebalancing process and 
has completed the f i rst  i terat ion of a draft matr ix of costs and benef its of the 
project presented in dol lars per acre-foot. The group ant ic ipates two more 
i terat ions wi l l  be needed. The goal is to get the matr ix into a form where al l  
part ic ipants can use it  as the basis to decide their agency’s respect ive 
part ic ipat ion in the project ’s  Phase 2.  

In addit ion, the Operat ions Work Group is evaluat ing the potentia l  to base 
repayment on storage as opposed to del iveries. A benchmarking exerc ise has 
ident if ied the use of storage as a repayment method is being used in a couple 
of locat ions, pr imari ly in Idaho. 

6. Ad Hoc Siting Work Group: Spesert &  Azevedo 

6.1 Discussion and poss ible direct ion to staff  regarding  
the development of draft  procedures to support 
temporary r ights of entry.  

For the start of Phase 2, the need to conduct geotechnical  explorat ion (and 
other studies) wi l l  require access to private property.   Processes and 
procedures need to be developed to enable the Authori ty to obtain temporary 
r ights of entry to al low this data to be col lected and studies performed.  

Kevin Spesert is  analyz ing var ious a lternat ives and processes inc luding 
Caltrans process.   

7. Ad Hoc Water Facilities Work Group: Watson for Ar ita 

7.1 Discussion and poss ible direct ion to staff  regarding: 

 Results from using the Construct ion Industry Inst itute ’s
Project Development and Construct ion Strategy (PDCS)
process (refer to December 21, 2017 meeting).    (Attachment 7-1) 

 Next steps to f inal ize the procurement strategy
and develop the plan.

Staff has used the values provided at the December 21, 2017 Reservoir 
Committee meet ing to develop a proposed procurement strategy - pr imari ly 
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focused on design and construct ion services (page 4 of the attachment).  The 
proposed strategy was the topic of the January 18, 2018 workshop.  

NOTE: The PowerPoint and discuss ion notes from the workshop are posted on 
the website. 

Based on feedback received, staff  wi l l  advance the strategy and begin to 
develop a procurement plan. To have consultant resources ready to begin work 
at the start of Phase 2, staff  proposes to re lease a Request-for-Qual i f icat ions 
(RFQ) by Apr i l  2018. This one sol ic itat ion is intended to result  in mult iple 
contracts for the di f ferent services needed and al low the industry to propose 
alternative concepts. 

8. Ad Hoc Risk Management Work Group: Vanderwaal

 Report out on discussions to perform an in it ia l  r isk
assessment.

A two-day meeting is planned for February 6-7, 2018 to develop a r isk register 
that wi l l  be used to develop a target guaranteed maximum price to be used in 
rebalancing process and as an aid in future decis ion-making.  Representat ives 
who would l ike to part ic ipate or have their staff  part ic ipate were asked to 
contact Bi l l  Vanderwaal. 

MEETING ADJOURNED FOR CLOSED SESSION: 11:21 AM 

9. Closed Session: Conant  

Conference with legal counsel regarding s ignif icant exposure to l i t igat ion or 
adjudicatory proceedings (Govt.  Code 54956.9(d)(2) and (4) (1 item). 

Closed Sess ion was cal led to order at 11:23 AM. 

Closed Sess ion was adjourned at 12:01 PM.  

10. Report from Closed Session: Conant

No reportable act ions coming out of Closed Session.

11. Recap & Adjourn Bettner/Headrick 

11.1 Agenda topics for next meet ing? 

Work groups wi l l  cont inue to make progress in their respect ive areas. The 
committee wi l l  hold elect ion vot ing at the fol lowing meet ing. 

11.2 Upcoming Reservoir Committee meet ings: 

Regular Monthly meeting:  2:00 PM on February 15, 2018 at 
Tsakopoulos L ibrary Gal ler ia (East Meet ing Room) 
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828 I Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 

ADJOURN 

Meeting adjourned at 12:04 PM. 

Chairperson 
Thad Bettner 

General Manager 
Jim Watson 

2018 Feb 15
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At tachment  A  to  Meet ing  M inutes  

NOTE 1 :  Pa r t i c ipa t ion  by  phone a re  no t  
counted  in  quorum or  vo t ing .  

NOTE 2 :  Add i t iona l  par t i c ipants  were  on  
the  phone ,  bu t  d id  no t  ident i f y  themse lves .  
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Current Voting Committee Participants (27):  
 Pct Par t i c ipan t

1.93 4M Water District 

 2.31 American Canyon, City

 2.11 Antelope Valley-East Kern WA

 4.03 Cal Water Service

 1.91 Carter MWC

 5.32 Coachella Valley WD

3.50 Colusa County 

 7.14 Colusa Co. WD 

 1.90 Cortina WD 

 2.18 Davis WD

 0.00 Department of Water
Resources 

 2.70 Desert WA

2.68 Dunnigan WD 

 2.10 Garden Highway MWC (1) 

 5.15 Glenn-Colusa ID

 Pct Par t i c ipan t

 4.96 Metropolitan WD

 5.15 Orland-Artois WD 

 3.10 Pacific Resources MWC

 2.35 Proberta WD 

 5.15 Reclamation District 108

 7.78 San Bernardino Valley MWD

 3.69 San Gorgonio Pass WA (2) 

 5.00 Santa Clara Valley WD

P 2.51 Santa Clarita Valley Water 
Agency (Formerly Castaic Lake WA)  

2.43 Western Canal WD 

 5.97 Westside WD

 4.47 Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa WSD

 0.00 US Bureau of Reclamation

 4.47 Zone 7 WA

20 Voting Present at start of Meeting (See  Note  1)

77. % Percentage in Attendance

Representat ion has been delegated as fol lows: 
(1) To Western Canal (Trimble)
(2) To AVEK WA (Flory) 




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Attachment  B  t o  Meet ing  Minutes  -  A t tendance

NOTE 1:  Pa r t i c ipa t ion  by  phone i s  no t  
counted  in  quorum or  vo t ing .  

Status: I s sued fo r  use  Version: 0 
Purpose: 

Caveat 1 

Date: 2018  Feb  15 
Ref/File #: 12 .221-210 .018  
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Current Voting Reservoir Committee Participants (27): 
Par t i c ipant   Represen ta t i ve  Al te rna te Others  

4M Water District  Wade Mathis 

American Canyon, City  Steve Hartwig Jason Holley 

AVEK WA  Dwayne Chisam  Dan Flory

Cal Water Service Mike Hurley Rob Kuta Dan Flory 

Carter MWC  Ben Carter

Coachella Valley WD  Robert Cheng  Ivory Reyburn
Dan Charlton

Colusa County. Azevedo, Mike Gary Evans Denise Carter 

Colusa Co. WD Shelley Murphy Joe Marsh

Cortina WD Jim Peterson Chuck Grimmer

Davis WD  Jamie Traynham Tom Charter

Desert WA  Mark Krause  Steve Johnson

Dunnigan WD Donita Hendrix

Garden Highway MWC Nicole Van Vleck Jon Munger Dan Flory 

Glenn-Colusa ID  Thad Bettner Don Bransford 

Metropolitan WD  Randall Neudeck Arlene Arita 

Orland-Artois WD John Erickson Emil Cavagnolo 

Pacific Resources MWC  Preston Brittian

Proberta WD  Dan Jones 

RD 108  Bill Vanderwaal

San Bernardino V MWD Doug Headrick  Bob Tincher


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Par t i c ipant   Represen ta t i ve  Al te rna te Others  

San Gorgonio Pass WA Jeff Davis 

Santa Clara Valley WD Cindy Kao Eric Leitterman 

Santa Clarita Valley 
Water Agency (Formerly
Castaic Lake WA)

Dirk Marks P Rick Viergutz 

Western Canal WD Ted Trimble  Greg Johnson 

Westside WD  Allan Myers Dan Ruiz 
Blake Vann 

Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa Rob Kunde 

Zone 7 WA  Amparo Flores Jarnail Chahal 

Non-Voting Committee Participants (2): 
Par t i c ipant   Represen ta t i ve /Other    Al te rna te /Othe r

Dept of Water Resources  Rob Cooke David Sandino 

 Ajay Goyal Jim Wieking Dave Arrate 

Bureau of Reclamation  Richard Welsh  Don Bader 

David Van Rijn 
Shana Kaplan 

 Mike Dietl
Mike Mosley

 John Menniti

Pending Reservoir Committee Participants (1): 
Par t i c ipant   Represen ta t i ve  Al te rna te

LaGrande WD Matt LaGrande Dennis Zachary 

Authority, Non-Signatory (5):  
Par t i c ipant   Represen ta t i ve  Al te rna te

Glenn County John Viegas

Maxwell ID Mary Wells

PCWA Ed Horton Ben Barker 
Darin Reintjes 

Roseville Sean Bigley 

Tehama-Colusa Canal 
Authority Jeff Sutton 


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Staff & Consultants:  
Name Represen t i ng  

 Barbieri, Janet JB Comm 

 Barnes, Joe AECOM 

 Black, Lyna Ch2m 

 Brown, Scott LWA 

 Bruner, Marc Perkins Coie 

 Carlson, Nik AECOM 

P Conant, Ernest Young Wooldridge 

 Davis, Kim Sites Project Authority 

 Herrin, Jeff AECOM 

 Johns, Jerry Johns 

 Kuney, Scott Young Wooldridge 

Name Represen t i ng  

 Oliver, Mark Ch2m 

 Nicholas, Rebeca Nicholas Communications 

 Qazi, Shayann AECOM 

 Spesert, Kevin Sites Project Authority 

 Thomson, Rob Sites Project Authority 

 Trapasso, Joe Sites Project Authority 

 Tull, Rob Ch2m 

 Van Camp, Marc MBK 

 Watson, Jim Sites Project Authority 

   

 

Other Attendees: (An emai l  address is  requ ired to be added to the d is t r ibut ion l is t )  

Name Represent ing  Contac t  (Phone & E-ma i l )  

Mike Forrest AECOM  

Sujan Punyamurthula AECOM  
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