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August 4, 2017

Mr. Armando Quintero, Chair
California Water Commission
P.O. Box 942836
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

RE: Support for Sites Reservoir Project Proposition 1 Application
Dear Chair Quintero:

I write in support of the Sites Reservoir Project in its application for Proposition 1
funding through the Water Supply Investment Program.

I deeply appreciate your work and the work of the California Water Commission to
support storage projects that are vital for our water future. I have long worked to
secure federal funding for feasibility studies on Sites and other CALFED storage
projects, and I am grateful for the State’s willingness to advance qualified projects
through the Water Supply Investment Program.

Sites Reservoir offers a remarkable opportunity to reoperate California’s longest
and largest river, the Sacramento, to provide multiple benefits for fish, farms, and
cities in an innovative manner. By partnering with the Sites Project Authority in
the development of the Reservoir, the state would acquire water storage capacity
and have management control over the resulting releases to ensure environmental
benefits are achieved.

Sites is a 1,800,000 acre-foot off-stream reservoir that, if operating today, would
increase water storage capacity in the Sacramento Valley by 15% and provide
approximately 500,000 acre feet per year of additional water supply on average
with approximately half for human use and half for the environment.

Sites Reservoir would allow reoperation of California’s water infrastructure in
numerous beneficial ways, including:



e Preserving more of Shasta’s cold water pool for salmon by making early
releases on behalf of Shasta to then enable Shasta to release an equal amount
of cold water in summer and fall months;

o Coordinated operations with Folsom and Oroville Reservoirs could likewise
offer both water supply and environmental benefits;

e Releases from Sites could increase flows through the Yolo Bypass and other
side channels to the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta that augment food
supply for migrating salmon and delta smelt;

e Releases from Sites can provide Level 4 water for wildlife refuges; and

e For Central Valley farms and communities as well as for cities in the Bay
Area and Southern California, improve water supply reliability and help to
conserve local groundwater basins for use during prolonged droughts.

The past few years have starkly illustrated why California needs to store more
water from the wet years for the dry years. As our climate changes, scientists
expect the pattern of record-breaking drought and then floods to recur ever more
often, elevating the importance of capturing more of the storm runoff that will
increasingly dominate our water supply.

It has been a long time coming for major surface storage projects in California to
be on the cusp of construction. I greatly appreciate your careful consideration of
this important project as you disburse Proposition 1 funding. Please do not hesitate
to contact me or John Watts of my staff with any questions.

Sincerely,

ey il

Dianne Feinstein
United States Senator

cc:  California Water Commission members
Jim Watson, General Manager, Sites Project Authority
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Congress of the United States
Weashinoton, BE 20515

July 31, 2017

Armando Quintero

Chair, California Water Commission
P.0. Box 942836 '
Sacramento, Califoinia 94236-0001

Dear Chairman Quintero,

We write today to convey our support for the Sites Reservoir Project’s application for funding
from the Proposition 1 Water Storage and Investment Program. The Sites project has the
potential to providermuitiple benefits to California’s farms, cities and to the environment.

As you know, the Sifes Project is a 1.8 million acre-foot, off-stream regulating reservoir that
would divert and store excess Sacramento River flows. The diversion levels would be dependent
upon hydrologic condifions and would be structured to ensure that water taken out of the
Sacramento River isitruly in excess of downstream needs.

The operational flexibility that the Sites project would provide to the State’s entire water system
is what makes this project so unique and worthy of funding. A few of the reservoir’s many uses
include, but are not limited to, a reliable water supply for California cities and agriculture,
dedicated water for fishery and environmental flow purposes, increased habitat for migratory
birds on the Pacific Flyway, and improved flexibility and drought resiliency for the Central

. Valley Project and the State Water Project.

Opportunities to apply lessons learned during the last five years of drought must not be wasted.
The drought, and this year’s record breaking rainfall, have shown us how critical it is to develop
smart storage that allows us fo store more water in wet years for future use in dry ones. Sites
Reservoir is that smart storage.

Thank you for the work that you and the Water Commission are doing to increase water supply
reliability across California. We look forward to your announcement of funding awards.

Sincerely,
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DOR'S 0. MATSUI WASHINGTON OFFICE
2311 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
BTH DhsTRicT, CaLigmmas WASHINGTON, DC 20515-0506

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY 1202} 225-7163

AND COMMERCE 3 DISTRICT OFFiCE
@ungress nt the mnlteb %tateg ROBERT T. MATSUI U.S. COURTHOUSE
, 501 | STREET, SUITE 12-800
1Bouge of Wepresentatives A e e
TWashington, DE 20515-0506 .
February 17,2017
Joseph Byrne
Chair

California Water Commission
P.O. Box 942836
Sacramento, California 94236-0001

Dear Chair Byrne

I write today in support of the Sites Reservoir Project’s request for funding under Proposition 1,
the Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act. The Sites project has the
potential to provide multiple benefits to California’s water resources equation including public
and environmental benefits for communities and habitat in Northern California.

As you are aware, the $4.4 billion Sites Reservoir Project calls for pumping Sacramento River
water into an off-stream reservoir in Colusa and Glenn Counties. Should Sites be built, the 1.81
million acre-foot reservoir has the potential, depending on the watery year, to addupto a
maximum of 500,000 acre-feet of water to California’s water system annually.

In particular, I support the public and environmental benefits that Sites could provide. As you
know, we must constantly balance the fresh water supplies in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.
The potential for Sites’ public benefit portion is substantial, whether these benefits preserve
additional cold water in Shasta Reservoir or support tributaries to the Sacramento River,
including the American River. The project also may benefit reservoirs on these tributaries, such
as Folsom Reservoir, and help balance their water resources in the best way possible.

With all of the water supply and environmental benefits that Sites has the potential to provide, 1
look forward to seeing the final environmental documentation that will assure the Proposition 1
public benefit portion of the project is truly attainable.

Thank you for your consideration and your continued efforts to invest in our state’s water
infrastructure. Should you have any questions feel free to contact me or have your staff reach
out to my office at (202) 225-7163.
Sincerely,
Rods Meksui
DORIS MATSUI
Member of Congress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



Congress of the United States
MWashington, BC 20515

August 11,2017

Mr. Armando Quintero, Chairman
California Water Commission
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

Dear Chairman Quintero and Commission Members:

We write to express support for Water Supply Investment Program (WSIP) funding relative to all
applications received for potential CALFED surface water storage projects, namely Temperance
Flat Reservoir, Los Vaqueros Reservoir, and Sites Reservoir.

The CALFED Bay-Delta (CALFED) program represents a new era in surface water storage
planning, where projects are conceived to support multiple objectives, including more traditional
purposes of water supply reliability, hydropower, and flood protection, in conjunction with
ecosystem restoration and water quality improvements. The proposed CALFED projects will
provide greater water supply reliability for California’s growing population, agricultural heritage,
and diverse economy, as well as aquatic and riparian ecosystem restoration in the Delta and its
tributaries, and improved drinking and habitat water quality. These storage projects possess
significant public benefits, including ecosystem restoration, water quality, flood protection,
emergency response, and recreation.

CALFED identified five potential surface water storage projects in the CALFED Preferred
Program Alternative, three of which we expect to apply for Proposition 1 WSIP funding: Upper
San Joaquin River Basin Storage (Temperance Flat), Los Vaqueros Reservoir Expansion, and
North-of-the-Delta Offstream Storage (Sites). These three projects will help California most, at a
time when storage is critically needed to prepare for future times of drought and flood
emergencies.

In 2014, California voters approved $2.7 billion in funding for water storage projects as part of
Proposition 1, The Water Quality, Supply and Infrastructure Act of 2014. We believe that voters
approved Proposition 1 with large-scale surface storage projects in mind, namely the CALFED
preferred alternatives. This approval by voters signaled that they understand the importance of
water storage and their willingness to fund construction projects.

The recent drought followed by one of the wettest years on record only further highlights the
state-wide need for more storage to prepare for drought and flood emergencies. These CALFED
projects, identified over many years and through an extensive process with rigorous science and
analysis, public stakeholder input, and government agency review at the local, state and federal
level, represent California’s best opportunities for necessary storage investments to modernize

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



our water infrastructure system for the 21% Century. Thank you for your consideration, and we
urge you support the CALFED projects that apply for Proposition 1 funding from the WSIP

program.

Regards,

David G. Valadao
Member of Congress
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Devjrf Nunes
Meémber of Congress

Tom McClintock
Member of Congress

Mimi Walters
Member of Congress

Lo <Gk

Kevin McCarthy
Member of Congress

v

lKen Calvert
Member of Congress

A

JefffDenham
Member of Congress

Lo

Doug LaMalfa
Member of Congress




CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE

STATE CAPITOL
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA
95814

July 10, 2017

Armando Quintero

Chair, California Water Commission
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, California 94236-0001

Dear Chairman Quintero:

We write today to convey our support for the Sites Reservoir Prbject’s application for
funding from the Proposition 1 Water Storage and Investment Program. The Sites

project has the proven potential to provide multiple benefits to California’s farms, cities
and to the environment.

As you know, the Sites Project is a 1.8 million acre-foot, off-stream reservoir that would
divert and store excess Sacramento River flows. The diversion levels would be
dependent upon hydrologic conditions and would be structured to ensure that water
taken out of the Sacramento River is truly in excess of downstream needs.

The operational flexibility that the Sites project would provide to the State’s entire water
system is what makes this project so unique and worthy of funding. The reservoir's
many beneficial uses include, but are not limited to, dedicated water for fishery and flow
purposes, a reliable water supply for California agriculture, increased habitat for
“migratory birds on the Pacific Flyway, and greater water security for urban areas.

Opportunities to apply lessons learned during the last five years of drought must not be
wasted. The drought and this year's record breaking rainfall have shown us how critical
it is tc develop smart storage that allows us {o store more water in wet years for future
use in dry ones. Sites Reservoir is the kind of smart, well-planned water storage project
that will achieve a multitude of beneficial uses.

Thank you for the work that you and the Water Commission are doing to increase water

supply reliability across California. We look forward to your announcement of funding
awards. :

Sincerely,

Spo3







STATE CAPITOL
P.O. BOX 942849
SACRAMENTO, CA 94249-0115

Qalifornia Wegislature

July 21,2017

Armando Quintero

Chair, California Water Commission
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, California 94236-0001

Dear Chairman Quintero:

We write today to convey our support for the Site Reservoir Project’s application for funding from the
Proposition 1 Water Storage Investment Program (WSIP). The Sites project would provide valuable
benetits to California’s farms and cities, while providing much needed flexibility for water managers to
adjust flows for the environment and for flood control.

As you know, the Sites Project is a 1.8 million acre-foot off-stream reservoir that would divert and store
excess Sacramento River flows. The diversion levels would be dependent upon hydrologic conditions and
would be structured to ensure that water taken out of the Sacramento River is truly in excess of
downstream needs. If Sites Reservoir had been operational during the last wet season (October 2016-
March 2017), 1.4 million acre-feet of water could have been diverted and stored.

The operational flexibility that the Sites project would provide to the State’s entire water system is what
makes this project so unique and worthy of funding. A few of the reservoir’s many uses include, but are
not limited to, dedicated water for fishery and flow purposes, a reliable water supply for California’s
agriculture, increased habitat for migratory birds on the Pacific Flyway, and greater water security for
urban areas.

Opportunities to apply lessons learned during the last five years of drought must not be wasted. The
drought and this year’s record breaking rainfall have shown us how critical it is to develop smart storage
that allows us to store more water in wet years for future use in dry ones. Sites Reservoir is that smart
storage.

Thank you for the work that you and the Water Commission are doing to increase water supply reliability
across California. We look forward to your announcement of funding awards. Please call us at (916)-319-
2003 should you need any further information regarding our support for this vital project.

Sincerely,

Rfedl~
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Sites WSIP application support letter, page 1

Printed on Recycled Paper



N
Vince Fong J Chad Mayes
Assemblymember, 34" District Assemblymember, 42" District

L@bm (@&&W 7@«/ /54&14@/(;‘( ADZ
Anna Caballero Raul Bocanegra 5
Assemblymember, 30th Dlstrlct Assemblymember, 35" District
Ken Cooley / Blanca Rubio
Assemblymember, 8" District Assemblymember, 48" District
% @Z\ A
D%é #o-L C@ ' P

Brian Dahle Catherine Baker
Assemblymember, 1% District Assemblymember, 16" District

CM/"(L?}

Jﬁf bernolte

&séemblymember, 33™ District
/Zgw'bw >

—
Health Flora
Assemblymember, 12" District

. _ A«
Jim LCooper Marce Steinorth
Assemblymember, 9" District Assemblymember, 40" District
) D 66 W AN AD
0
Kevin Kiley Kevin McCarty
Assemblymember, 6™ District Assemblymember, 7™ District

Sites WSIP application support letter, page 2




AD&

Ken Cooley
Assemblymember, 8" District

AD-G

Assemblynfember, 5™ District

Sites WSIP application support letter, page 3

&I%t%ad A— AD Y

Timothy Grays&n !
Assemblymember, 14" District




[
e

L —

S July 14, 2017

. Jim Watson
California General Manager
Agricultural Sites Project Authority
Aircraft PO Box 517
Association Maxwell, CA 95955
OFFICERS Dear Jim,
Chairman
Reid Potter The California Agricultural Aircraft Association is pleased to offer its support for the
Vice Chairman Sites Project. The California Agricultural Aircraft Association (CAAA) is a non-profit
Doug Thiel trade association representing the professional aerial application industry in
Secretary/Treasurer California.
Rob Scherzinger
Ex-Officios California will continue to face intense water challenges including limited supplies,
Joel Dozhier a growing population, the effects of climate change, increased flow requirements
Prasldeiit for native fish, and water for wetlands used by migratory birds. Now more than
Terry Gage ever, California’s water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly and
BOARD OF DIRECTORS sustainable solution to capturing and storing water for use when it’s needed most.
District 1
éf‘r'i’s“'j’:::s The Sites Project would add up to 1,800,000 acre-ft. of capacity to produce 500,000

acre-feet of critical supplies to California’s water system on an annualized basis.
Eli:;;i‘étréndson With its ability to integrate operations with the state’s water system, Sites is an
Steve Sperry innovative and modern approach that will help the state capture, store and move
water where it needs to be, when it is needed most.

District 3

Dan Gudgel

Kevin Morton The Sites Project will help make California’s water system more efficient and
District 4 reliable. The project helps meet the objectives of the California Water Action Plan
Mark Plaskett by providing a substantial supply of high-quality water to support the economy and
Rob Scherzinger the environment. Sites Project reflects California’s innovative approach to meeting
District 5 the needs of the environment, economic growth, and our quality of life.

Chris Nolta
Delbert Williams . . . .
Sites Project works for the ecosystem, and for families, farms, and businesses

3::;2§: I\sllerten across the state. We encourage the California Water Commission to invest in the
Byron Nelson public benefits that the Sites Project would provide.

Directors-At-Large . . . . . .
Ralph Holsclaw 2 We look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this

Rick Richter important project.

Advisory Directors
Louie Mendoza
Charlie Witrado

Sincerely,
Allied Directors \ (
Mindy McFarland -
Karl Kinz (SQ\E’_‘\
Terry Gage
NAAA Director President, CAAA

Chris Jones

661 6" Street
Lincoln, CA 95648
(916) 645-9747 Office
(916) 645-9749 Fax
terry.gage@caaa.net
www.caaa.net



CALIFORNIA FARM BUREAU FEDERATION

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS DIVISION
1127-11TH STREET, SUITE 626, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 - PHONE (916) 446-4647

July 12, 2017

Jim Watson

General Manager

Sites Project Authority
P.O. Box 517
Maxwell, CA 95955

Dear Jim,

On behalf of more than 48,000 farm families and individual members, the California Farm
Bureau Federation is pleased to offer our support for the Sites Project.

Farm Bureau’s purposes are, among others, to work for the solution of the problems of the farm,
the farm home and the rural community throughout California and to protect and advance the
social, economic and educational interests of California farmers. Farm Bureau strives to protect
and improve the ability of farmers and ranchers engaged in production agriculture to provide
safe, reliable, and healthful food and farm products through responsible stewardship of
California’s diverse natural resource base.

With a diminished Sierra snowpack, punctuated by above normal snow and rainfall like we
experienced this year, ever-increasing environmental policy demands such as increased flow
requirements for native fish, water for wetlands and a growing population, California will
continue to face intense water challenges. Now more than ever, California’s water system needs
a more flexible, environmentally friendly and sustainable solution for diverting and storing water
during periods of excess flows for human and environmental uses during dry periods.

The Sites Project would add up to 1,800,000 acre feet of capacity and produce an average
500,000 acre feet of critical supplies to California’s water system a year. With the ability to
integrate with the state’s water system, Sites is strategically located and provides an innovative
approach that will help to capture, store and move water where and when it is needed most. The
project would provide significant new water for instream flows, recreation, groundwater
recharge and assist with the long-term success of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act.

Providing a substantial supply of high-quality water to support farms, the economy and the
environment, the Sites Project meets the objectives of the California Water Action Plan, making
California’s water system more efficient, flexible and reliable.

Sites works for the ecosystem, and for families, farms, and businesses across the state. We
encourage the California Water Commission to invest in the public benefits that the Sites Project
would provide.



We look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important project.

Sincerely,

Danny Merkley
Director of Water Resources

Cc:  Keith Dunn, Dunn Consulting



15211 Street
Sacramento, CA
P: (916) 441-0635
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California Alfalfa &
Forage Association

95814

July 20, 2017

Jim Watson

General Manager

Sites Project Authority
P.O.Box 517
Maxwell, CA 95955

Dear Jim,

The California Alfalfa & Forage Association, representing thousands of forage growers in the state, is
pleased to offer its support for the Sites Project.

The Sites Project is a proposed above ground, off-stream water storage project located in Northern
California and would add up to 500,000 acre-feet of critical supplies to California’s water system
annually. Sites is an innovative and modern approach that goes beyond water supply and flood protection
by adding flexibility and generating a much-needed new water source for improved water quality,
seasonal fish flows, climate change and drought relief.

The Sites Project creates an additional supply of reliable water that can be used for urban, agricultural,
environmental, and industrial purposes. Sites would also improve water quality in the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta (Delta) and enhance environmental flows to benefit the Delta’s ecosystem.

California will continue to face severe water challenges including limited supplies, a growing population,
the effects of climate change, and increased flow requirements for native fish. Now more than ever,
California’s water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly solution to capturing and
storing water for use when it’s needed most. The Sites Project would provide an additional tool for water
managers to effectively balance competing demands and provide safe and reliable water to support the
current and future needs of California’s environment and economy.

We look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important project.

Sincerely,

Jane Townsend
Executive Director
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/ California Agriculiural
Irrigation Association

July 20, 2017

Jim Watson

General Manager
Sites Project Authority
P.O.Box 517
Maxwell, CA 95955

Dear Jim,

The California Agricultural Irrigation Association (CAIA) is pleased to offer its support for the Sites
Project. CAIA is a network of irrigation professionals throughout California whose goal is to
promote common ideals, standards, and business practices. CAIA advocates for the development of
efficient irrigation design and management practices that promote water and soil conservation while
increasing yields and improving crop quality.

The Sites Project is a proposed above ground, off-stream water storage project located in Northern California
and would add up to 500,000 acre-feet of critical supplies to California’s water system annually. Sites is an
innovative and modern approach that goes beyond water supply and flood protection by adding flexibility and
generating a much-needed new water source for improved water quality, seasonal fish flows, climate change
and drought relief.

The Sites Project creates an additional supply of reliable water that can be used for urban, agricultural,
environmental, and industrial purposes. Sites would also improve water quality in the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta (Delta) and enhance environmental flows to benefit the Delta’s ecosystem.

California will continue to face severe water challenges including limited supplies, a growing population, the
effects of climate change, and increased flow requirements for native fish. Now more than ever, California’s
water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly solution to capturing and storing water for use
when it’s needed most. The Sites Project would provide an additional tool for water managers to effectively
balance competing demands and provide safe and reliable water to support the current and future needs of
California’s environment and economy.

We look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important project.

Sincerely,

Jane Townsend
Executive Director

California Agricultural Irrigation Association * 1521 | Street * Sacramento, CA 95814
(916)441-0310 * Fax (916)446-1063 * www.calirrigation.com
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July 20, 2017
Board of Directors
. Jim Watson
Jim Parsons,
President Qeneral Manager .
Ducor, Tulare Sites Project Authority
County P.O.Box 517
Maxwell, CA 95955
Doug Grupe, Vice
President Dear Jim,

Linden, San Joaquin
County

lan Anderson,
Director

Birds Landing,
Solano County

Larry Hunn,
Director
Clarksburg,
Sacramento County

Steven Parsons,
Director

Ducor, Tulare
County

Nick Matteis,
Executive Director

The California Association of Wheat Growers, representing the interests of California
wheat growers on the state and federal levels, is pleased to offer its support for the Sites
Project.

The Sites Project is a proposed above ground, off-stream water storage project located in
Northern California and would add up to 500,000 acre-feet of critical supplies to California’s
water system annually. Sites is an innovative and modern approach that goes beyond water
supply and flood protection by adding flexibility and generating a much-needed new water
source for improved water quality, seasonal fish flows, climate change and drought relief.

The Sites Project creates an additional supply of reliable water that can be used for urban,
agricultural, environmental, and industrial purposes. Sites would also improve water quality in
the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Delta) and enhance environmental flows to benefit the
Delta’s ecosystem.

California will continue to face severe water challenges including limited supplies, a growing
population, the effects of climate change, and increased flow requirements for native fish. Now
more than ever, California’s water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly
solution to capturing and storing water for use when it’s needed most. The Sites Project would
provide an additional tool for water managers to effectively balance competing demands and
provide safe and reliable water to support the current and future needs of California’s
environment and economy.

We look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important project.

Sincerg}[
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Mark Kirsten

Kirsten Company LLC
Lodi

Vice President
Steve Azevedo
Dompe Warehouse
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Directors
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Larry Kubo
Rhodes Stockton
Bean Co-op
Tracy

Chad Vander Feer
California Bean & Grain
Co-op

Pixley

Nelson Parreira
Beans R4 U
Tulare

Greg Smith
Colusa Milling
Colusa

Manager/Exec Secretary
Jane Townsend
Sacramento

July 20, 2017

Jim Watson

General Manager
Sites Project Authority
P.O. Box 517
Maxwell, CA 95955

Dear Jim,

The California Bean Shippers Association, representing dry bean warehouses, dealers,
and exporters, is pleased to offer its support for the Sites Project.

The Sites Project is a proposed above ground, off-stream water storage project located in
Northern California and would add up to 500,000 acre-feet of critical supplies to
California’s water system annually. Sites is an innovative and modern approach that
goes beyond water supply and flood protection by adding flexibility and generating a
much-needed new water source for improved water quality, seasonal fish flows, climate
change and drought relief.

The Sites Project creates an additional supply of reliable water that can be used for
urban, agricultural, environmental, and industrial purposes. Sites would also improve
water quality in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Delta) and enhance environmental
flows to benefit the Delta’s ecosystem.

California will continue to face severe water challenges including limited supplies, a
growing population, the effects of climate change, and increased flow requirements for
native fish. Now more than ever, California’s water system needs a more flexible,
environmentally friendly solution to capturing and storing water for use when it’s
needed most. The Sites Project would provide an additional tool for water managers to
effectively balance competing demands and provide safe and reliable water to support
the current and future needs of California’s environment and economy.

We look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important
project.

Sincerely, P .,
TR |
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Jane Townsend
Manager/Executive Secretary

“Beans Are Healthy Business for California”

1521 I Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 . (916)441-2514 . Fax (916)446-1063

www.calbeanshippers.org
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July 11, 2017

Jim Watson

General Manager
Sites Project Authority
P.O. Box 517

Maxwell, CA 95955

Dear Mr. Watson,

On behalf of the California Fresh Fruit Association | write to express support for the Sites Reservoir
Project. The California Fresh Fruit Association is a non-profit, agricultural trade association representing
permanent crops (fresh fruit) grown and packed throughout California. For the past five years, many of
our organization’s family farming operations were severely impacted by drought and water management
decisions that reduced the availability of critically needed surface water supplies. Having additional
above-ground surface storage north of the Delta better enables flexible water management as the added
supply would help to address Delta salinity levels while relieving overall stress on the state’s water
system. Moreover, we believe the added capacity would allow other reservoirs to carry water into the
summer months, a time that is very critical for crop development. With new supply comes an enhanced
opportunity for greater flexibility in water management decision making, whether it's making supplies
available, or enhancing fulfillment of water contracts. We are encouraged by the project’s potential to
free up water for you use through an exchange for irrigation or to put to use to alleviate environmental
needs.

It is our understanding the Sites Project would add up to 1,800,000 acre-ft. of capacity to produce 500,000
acre-feet of critical supplies to California’s water system on an annualized basis. With its ability to
integrate operations with the state’s water system, Sites is an approach that will help the state capture,
store and move water where it needs to be, when it is needed most. California will continue to face
intense water challenges including limited supplies, a growing population, the effects of climate change,
increased flow requirements for native fish, and water for wetlands. Now more than ever, California’s
water system needs a more flexible and sustainable solution to capturing and storing water for beneficial
uses, including irrigation, when it is critically needed.

We encourage the California Water Commission to invest in the Sites Project and to look to fund
qualifying above-ground surface storage projects, which should also include the Temperance Flat Project,
to best ensure our limited financial resources are put towards securing California’s water future; a future
where agricultural irrigation benefits from reduced uncertainty because of the enhanced ability to
manage water more effectively. To strengthen the California water picture, first we must expand our
capacity to capture more water for a growing state.

We look forward to advancing important above-ground surface storage projects.

Sincerely,
7
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/

George Radanovich, President
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Cc: Tim Johnson, President, California Rice Commission
Christopher Valadez, Director, Environmental & Regulatory Affairs, California Fresh Fruit Association
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CITY OF COLUSA

425 WEBSTER STREET * COLUSA, CA 95932 * (530) 458-4740 * FAX (530) 458-7555

July 181 2017

Jim Watson

General Manager
Sites Project Authority
P.O. Box 517

Maxwell, CA 95955

Dear Jim,
My organization, the City of Colusa, is pleased to offer its support for the Sites Project.

The Sites Project is a proposed above ground, off-stream water storage project located in
Northern California and would add up to 500,000 acre-feet of critical supplies to California’s
water system annually. Sites is an innovative and modern approach that goes beyond water
supply and flood protection by adding flexibility and generating a much-needed new water
source for improved water quality, seasonal fish flows, climate change and drought relief.

The Sites Project creates an additional supply of reliable water that can be used for urban,
agricultural, environmental, and industrial purposes. Sites would also improve water quality in
the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Delta) and enhance environmental flows to benefit the
Delta’s ecosystem.

California will continue to face severe water challenges including limited supplies, a growing
population, the effects of climate change, and increased flow requirements for native fish. Now
more than ever, California’s water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly
solution to capturing and storing water for use when it’s needed most. The Sites Project would
provide an additional tool for water managers to effectively balance competing demands and
provide safe and reliable water to support the current and future needs of California’s
environment and economy.

We look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important project.

Sincerely,

KIRK KELLEHER, MAYOR % 7/( é(/%\

1of1



CITY of WILILIAMS

— — 810 E STREET - - =
PosT OFFICE Box 310

WILLIAMS, CALIFORNIA 95987

PHONE: (530) 473-2955 ¢ FAX: (530) 473-2445

July 10, 2017

Jim Watson

General Manager
Sites Project Authority
P.O. Box 517
Maxwell, CA 95955

Dear Jim,
My organization, City of Williams, is pleased to offer its support for the Sites Project.

The Sites Project is a proposed above ground, off-stream water storage project located in
Northern California and would add up to 500,000 acre-feet of critical supplies to
California’s water system annually. Sites is an innovative and modern approach that goes
beyond water supply and flood protection by adding flexibility and generating a much-
needed new water source for improved water quality, seasonal fish flows, climate change
and drought relief.

The Sites Project creates an additional supply of reliable water that can be used for urban,
agricultural, environmental, and industrial purposes. Sites would also improve water
quality in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Delta) and enhance environmental flows to
benefit the Delta’s ecosystem.

California will continue to face severe water challenges including limited supplies, a
growing population, the effects of climate change, and increased flow requirements for
native fish. Now more than ever, California’s water system needs a more flexible,
environmentally friendly solution to capturing and storing water for use when it’s needed
most. The Sites Project would provide an additional tool for water managers to
effectively balance competing demands and provide safe and reliable water to support the
current and future needs of California’s environment and economy.

We look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important
project.

Sincerely,

Frank Kenfedy, City Administrator



RESOLUTION 15-02

A Resolution of the City of Williams to Support Construction of the Sites Reservoir
Project.

WHEREAS, the City of Williams’s mission includes protecting and enhancing the reliability,
availability, affordability, and quality of water resources; and

WHEREAS, the City of Williams is in the center of one of the most productive agricultural areas of
California; and

WHEREAS, 2014 was the driest year on record in California and the fourth consecutive drought year;
and

WHEREAS, water is the lifeblood of our agricultural community and farming is the foundation of our
economic wellbeing; and

WHEREAS, as additional water storage is needed to sustain our water needs for the continued
prosperity of our City; and

WHEREAS, the Sites Reservoir, technically called the North of the Delta Off stream Storage project, will
increase our water supply for our farming community and residents in the future; and

WHEREAS, the Sites Reservoir will improve the Delta water quality and be capable of holding up to
1.9 million acre feet of water; and

WHEREAS, many water purveyors are implementing or considering actions under their water shortage
contingency plans; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Williams encourage
the construction of the Sites Reservoir.

MOVED, PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Williams, California, this 21st
day of January, 2015 by the following vote, to wit:

AYES: Council Member Troughton Jr., Sellers Jr., Bergson Jauregui
NOES: Council Member Boes.

ABSTAIN: None.

ABSENT:  None.

John .Trou hton Jy., Mayor

Alfred'Sellers'Jr., Mayor Pro

] / mil er
ATTEST: . -'
- s 7 ates

p Charles Bergson, Council
.f7‘ ]

Mariana Pineda, City Clerk

“Santos Jaupegui, Co
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'/ The City Council of the City or Willows is pleased to offer its support for the Sites Project.
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3 ' California will continue to face intense water challenges including limited supplies, a growing
| population, the effects of climate change, increased flow requirements for native fish, and water
- | for wetlands used by migratory birds. Now more than ever, California’s water system needs a
) more flexible, environmentally friendly and sustainable solution to capturing and storing water
> 4'-\., for use when it's needed most.
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The Sites Project would add up to 1,800,000 acre-ft. of capacity to produce 500,000 acre-feet of
| critical supplies to California’s water system on an annualized basis. With its ability to integrate
§ | operations with the state’s water system, Sites is an innovative and modern approach that will
| help the state capture, store and move water where it needs to be, when it is needed most.
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/| The Sites Project will help make California’s water system more efficient and reliable. The

.| project helps meet the objectives of the California Water Action Plan by providing a substantial
/ supply of high-quality water to support the economy and the environment. Sites reflects

"\ California’s innovative approach to meeting the needs of the environment, economic growth,

/| and our quality of life. ' 7

W
oA
AN

i

i

Sites works for the ecosystem, and for families, farms, and businesses across the State. We
5 | encourage the California Water Commission to invest in the public benefits that the Sites Project
<\l would provide.
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i\ We look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important project.
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Board of Supervisors

COUNTY OF TEHAMA

Ny

July 11, 2017

Jim Watson, General Manager
Sites Project Authority

P.O. Box 517

Maxwell, CA 95955

Dear Mr. Watson:

The County of Tehama took formal action this date to support the Sites Reservoir Project and its
application for Proposition 1 funding.

The Sites Project is a proposed above ground, off-stream water storage project located ten miles west of
Maxwell, in Northern California. When complete, this project would add up to 500,000 acre-feet to
California’s water system annually. Sites is an innovative and modern approach that goes beyond water
supply and flood protection by adding flexibility and generating a much needed new water source for
improved water quality, seasonal fish flows, climate change and drought relief.

The Sites Project creates an additional supply of reliable water that can be used for urban, agricultural,
environmental, and industrial purposes. This project would also improve water quality in the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and enhance environmental flows which would benefit the Delta’s
ecosystem.

Into the future California will continue to face severe water challenges including limited supplies, a
growing population, the effects of climate change, and increased flow requirements for native fish. Now
more than ever, our water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly solution to capturing
and storing water for use when it's needed most. The Sites Project would provide an additional tool for
water managers to effectively balance competing demands and provide safe and reliable water to
support the current and future needs of California’s environment and economy.

We look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important project.
Sincerely,

)ﬁ/o«/fl @m/

Chairman
Tehama County Board of Supervisors

P.O. Box 250 727 Oak Street, Red Bluff, CA 96080 * (530) 527-4655 » FAX (530) 527-3764
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President

RAY DAVIS, JR.

Sutter Basin Growers Cooperative
Knights Landing

Vice President
BRICE LAUPPE
Farmers' Rice Cooperative

Sacramento

Secretary/Treasurer
JOE ALVES

Farmers' Rice Cooperative
Princeton

Past President

CARL HOFF

Butte County Rice Growers Assn.
Richvale

BRIAN BARRETT
ADM Rice, Inc.
Arbuckle

CHARLEY MATHEWS, JR.
District 10 Dryers LLC
Marysville

JOE TAUSCHER
Colusa Rice Company, Inc.
Colusa

DON TRAYNHAM
The Sun Valley Rice Company, LLC
Arbuckle

Executive Vice President
ANN QUINN

July 20, 2017

Jim Watson

General Manager
Sites Project Authority
P.O.Box 517
Maxwell, CA 95955

Dear Jim:

The California Warehouse Association, representing the state’s rice warehousing
industry, is pleased to offer its support for the Sites Project.

The Sites Project is a proposed above ground, off-stream water storage project located
in Northern California and would add up to 500,000 acre-feet of critical supplies to
California’s water system annually. Sites is an innovative and modern approach that
goes beyond water supply and flood protection by adding flexibility and generating a
much-needed new water source for improved water quality, seasonal fish flows,
climate change and drought relief.

The Sites Project creates an additional supply of reliable water that can be used for
urban, agricultural, environmental, and industrial purposes. Sites would also improve
water quality in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Delta) and enhance environmental
flows to benefit the Delta’s ecosystem.

California will continue to face severe water challenges including limited supplies, a
growing population, the effects of climate change, and increased flow requirements for
native fish. Now more than ever, California’s water system needs a more flexible,
environmentally friendly solution to capturing and storing water for use when it’s
needed most. The Sites Project would provide an additional tool for water managers
to effectively balance competing demands and provide safe and reliable water to
support the current and future needs of California’s environment and economy.

We look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important
project.

Sincerely,
Qe
Ann Quinn

Executive Vice President

15211 Street - Sacramento, CA 95814 - 916-441-1149
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]uy27'2017 WE'RE THE ONE"
Jim Watson, General Manager HEADQUARTERS
Sites Project Authority PackageOne, Inc.
P.0. Box 517 422'5 Pe!l Drive, Sacramento,
Maxwell, CA 95955 o

fax : 916-858-1311

Dear Jim, www.packageone.com

My organization, PackageOne, Inc. is pleased to offer its support for the Sites Project.

PackageOne is an environmentally conscious company that recognizes the importance of
preserving natural resources for the youth of tomorrow. As a corporate citizen, we're in the
business of not only developing innovative packaging products but of improving lives. We are
highly committed to the environment and believe in Green. Our mission is to enable commerce and
save the planet, one box at a time.

California will continue to face intense water challenges including limited supplies, a growing
population, the effects of climate change, increased flow requirements for native fish, and water for
wetlands used by migratory birds. Now more than ever, California’s water system needs a more
flexible, environmentally friendly and sustainable solution to capturing and storing water for use
when it’s needed most.

The Sites Project will add up to 1,800,000 acre-ft. of capacity to produce 500,000 acre-feet of
critical supplies to California’s water system on an annualized basis. With its ability to integrate
operations with the state’s water system, Sites is an innovative and modern approach that will help
the state capture, store and move water where it needs to be when it is needed most.

The Sites Project will help make California’s water system more efficient and reliable. The project
helps meet the objectives of the California Water Action Plan by providing a substantial supply of
high-quality water to support the economy and the environment. Sites reflects California’s
innovative approach to meeting the needs of the environment, economic growth and our quality of
life.

Sites works for the ecosystem, families, farms, and businesses across the state. We encourage the
California Water Commission to invest in the public benefits that the Sites Project will provide.

We look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important project.
Sincerely,

/;1

Tom Kandris

WE'RE THE O NE" [

1(866) 2557541




August 2,2017

Jim Watson, General Manager
Sites Project Authority

P.0. Box 517

Maxwell, CA 95955

Dear Jim,

The Sacramento Metro Chamber believes that the Sites Project is a cost-effective solution to California’s long-term
water needs and an important step forward for California’s water future. We are pleased to offer our support.

The Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber is the California Capital Region’s leading proponent of regional
cooperation and advocacy to secure the public policy and infrastructure investments necessary for business
growth, economic development, and quality of life. Our members account for 200,000 employees in El Dorado,
Placer, Sacramento, Sutter, Yolo and Yuba counties.

As a fast-growing region of 2.4 million people — already larger than 15 states — California’s Capital Region is
critical to our state and national economy. We are known for our unique farming economy that contributes to
California’s role as the nation’s largest agricultural producer. In 2015, California provided over a third of our
country's vegetables and two-thirds of our country's fruits and nuts valued at over $20 billion.

Additional water storage above the Delta is critical to continue our significant role in the nation’s agricultural
economy, maintain environmental standards, and increase state-wide water supply reliability. Current
infrastructure and facilities are unable to capture much-needed water in wet years to hedge against our cyclical
droughts that devastate agriculture. The Sites Project is an innovative solution to help capture, store and move
water where it needs to be and when it is needed most for the benefit of the entire state.

With the capacity to hold 162 billion of gallons of water, and the ability to add 500,000 acre-feet of water annually
to the state’s water system, California needs Sites Reservoir. The additional water source will not only protect the
long-term viability of our agricultural community, it will also bring additional water supply reliability to help create
and protect thousands of regional and statewide jobs.

For over 120 years, the Sacramento Metro Chamber has been a leader in advocating for and supporting our

regional agricultural and business community. We take pride in the critical role that we play in helping to craft an

economic blueprint for the region and state. On behalf of the Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce, we
are pleased to offer our7support for the Sites Project.

Robert Dugan Senlor Vice PreS|dent

Public Policy and Economic Development
Sacramento Metro Chamber

Advocate | Support | Grow

m. 916.425.3232 0. 916.321.9115 f. 916.443-2672
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ROCKLIN

August 21, 2017

Jim Watson

General Manager
Sites Project Authority
P.O. Box 517
Maxwell, CA 95955

RE: Sites Reservoir Project

NOTICE OF SUPPORT

Dear Mr. Watson:

The City of Rocklin is pleased to join our water service provider the Placer County Water
Authority (PCWA) and the neighboring City of Roseville in support of the Sites Reservoir
project proposed in Colusa County.

Rocklin is a fast-growing city of approximately 65,000 people and has been named one of
the nation’s 10-best places to raise a family, in part due to a strong economy, top-quality
public services, and numerous recreational opportunities.

Rocklin’s water provider PCWA would receive no direct water rights from the Sites project,
but Rocklin leadership and PCWA recognize the importance of taking action on innovative
water management regionally and statewide to support sustained growth and prosperity.

Sites Reservoir could be beneficial to the northern Sacramento Valley water system by
providing flexibility with additional cold water flows into the American and Sacramento
Rivers, potentially assisting with future PCWA delivery projects. The proposed reservoir
could also expand the available water resources used to benefit the environment and Delta
ecosystem.

California as a whole will continue to face intense water challenges including limited
supplies, a growing population, the effects of climate change, increased flow requirements
for native fish, and water for wetlands used by migratory birds. Now more than ever,
California’s water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly and sustainable
solution to capturing and storing water for use when it's needed most.

CITY OF ROCKLIN, 3970 Rocklin Rd. Rocklin, CA 95677
rocklin.ca.us | P. 916.625.5000 | F. 916.625.5095 | TTY. 916.632.4013



The Sites Project will add up to 1,800,000 acre-ft. of capacity to produce 500,000 acre-feet
of critical supplies to California’s water system on an annualized basis without damming a
river. Water would fill the off-stream reservoir from the Sacramento River through a canal
and runoff system during times of high flow, including the winter months when surplus water
is usually available.

With its ability to integrate operations with the state’s water system, Sites is an innovative
and modern approach that will help the state capture, store and move water where it needs
to be when it is needed most.

The Sites Project will help make California’s water system more efficient and reliable. The
project helps meet the objectives of the California Water Action Plan by providing a
substantial supply of high-quality water to support the economy and the environment. Sites
reflects California’s innovative approach to meeting the needs of the environment, economic
growth and our quality of life.

Sites works for the ecosystem, families, farms, and businesses across the state. Rocklin
encourages the California Water Commission to invest in the public benefits that the Sites
Project will provide.

Sincerely,

AR

Rick Horst
City Manager, City of Rocklin

2

CITY OF ROCKLIN, 3970 Rocklin Rd. Rocklin, CA 95677
rocklin.ca.us | P, 916.625.5000 | F. 916.625.5095 | TTY. 916.632.4013



City of

SACRAMENTO

Office of the City Manager
Howard Chan City Hall
City Manager 915 1 Street, Fifth Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814-2604
August 14, 2017 916-808-5704

Mr. Armando Quintero, Chair
California Water Commission
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

RE: Support for Sites Reservoir Proposition 1 Application
Dear Chair Quintero:

On behalf of the City of Sacramento, | am writing to express our support for the Water Supply
Investment Program funding application submitted for Proposition 1 funding for the Sites
Reservoir Project. The Sites project has the proven potential to provide multiple benefits to
California’s farms, cities and to the environment.

In 2014, California voters approved $2.7 billion in funding for water storage projects as part of
Proposition 1: The Water Quality, Supply and Infrastructure Act of 2014. The approval by voters
signaled that they understand the importance of water storage and are willing to fund
construction projects. The recent drought followed by the wettest year on record only further
highlighted the state-wide need for more storage to prepare for drought and flood emergencies.

The Sites Reservoir would add up to 1.8 million acre-feet of capacity to produce 500,000 acre-
feet of critical supplies to California’s water system on an annualized basis. With its ability to
integrate operations with the state’s water system, Sites is an innovative and modern approach
that will help the state capture, store, and move water where it needs to be, when it is needed
most.

The Sites Project will help make California’s water system more efficient and reliable. The project
helps meet the objectives of the California Water Action Plan by providing a substantial supply
of high-quality water to support the environment and the economy. Sites reflects California’s
innovative approach to meeting the needs of the environment, economic growth, and our quality
of life.

We encourage the California Water Commission to invest in the public benefits that the Sites
Project would provide.

Please do not hesitate to contact Jim Peifer at (916) 808-1416 if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

o

ward Chan
City Manager
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1 80 k ‘ www.ducks.org

Mr. Armando Quintero, Chair
California Water Commission
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

Dear Chair Quintero:

Ducks Unlimited (DU) is seeking your support of two water supply projects benefiting wildlife
refuges in California, as proposed in the California Water Supply Investment Program (WSIP)
applications for Proposition 1 funding for the Sites Project and Los Vaqueros Reservoir
Expansion Project. Both projects will provide ecological benefits specifically for migratory
waterfowl and federally listed threatened & endangered species. Ducks Unlimited believes your
support on both these projects would carry a strong influence with the California Water
Commission (CWC) and specific value to California citizens and California's wildlife.

Sites is a planned off-stream reservoir that diverts water from the Sacramento River and its
tributaries. Sites water can have multiple beneficial effects on wildlife. For example, water
released from reservoirs in Northern California, which could include Sites, may serve as a cold-
water source for salmon rearing in the upper reaches of the rivers, be used to grow crops in the
valley, and can also provide significant wildlife habitat for millions of birds along the Pacific
Flyway. Additionally, a significant portion of water released for salmon would also flow south to
California’s Bay-Delta providing salinity control, further benefit fisheries and provide water
supply for other water users throughout the state. The Proposition 1 public benefits of Sites
includes: ecosystem improvements, including changing the timing of water diversions,
improvement in flow conditions, temperature, or other benefits that contribute to restoration of
aquatic ecosystems and native fish and wildlife, including those ecosystems and fish and wildlife
in the Delta. Most importantly, Sites is able to provide water for wildlife north & south of the
Delta.

Los Vaqueros is an off-stream reservoir in Brentwood, currently owned and operated by Contra
Costa Water District, that can be expanded to provide ecosystem benefits that qualify for

. Proposition 1 funding. The primary ecosystem benefit proposed for the Los Vaqueros Reservoir
Expansion Project is an increased supply of water deliveries to south-of-Delta wildlife refuges.

Proposition 1, as set forth in Water Code section 79754, directed the California Department of
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) to provide priorities and relative environmental values of ecosystem
benefits to CWC for use in reviewing the WSIP applications. That section also directed the CWC
to consult with CDFW in the development of the program’s regulations. Increasing water supply
to refuges is identified in the WSIP guidelines as one of the key priorities. The Sites Reservoir

Rescue Our Wetlands
Banding Together for Waterfowl



Project and Los Vaqueros Expansion Project propose to provide a significant volume of water to
meets this conservation priority.

Only 5% of the historical acreage of the Central Valley’s wetlands remain, largely as publicly
and privately managed wetlands. These wetlands serve as critical habitat to hundreds of winged
and terrestrial species, are part of California’s commitment to national and international Pacific
Flyway agreements, help to recharge overdrafted aquifers, serve as filters to improve water
quality flowing to the Delta, and provide sportswomen, sportsmen, and recreationalists
opportunities to interact with nature.

Chair Quintero, your support on investing in Sites Reservoir Project and expanding Los
Vaqueros Reservoir is critical to move the ball forward in carrying out what the voters approved
when they passed Proposition 1. These projects include significant, well-defined public benefits
for the environment. Ducks Unlimited believes the refuge water supply benefits from the
proposed projects could make a tremendous difference for critical wetland habitats and we are
supportive of the CWC funding both. We look forward to providing more detailed comments and
feedback on the proposed project as the CWC selection process moves forward.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

%/x% & IS {
Mark E. Biddlecomb
Director of Operations

Western Region

Cc: Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor, California.



August 14, 2017

Mr. Jim Watson
General Manager
Sites Project Authority
P.O. Box 517
Maxwell, CA 95955

Subject: Support for Sites Project
Dear Jim,

The State Water Contractors appreciate this opportunity to provide support to the
Sites Project Authority. As you are aware, the State Water Contractors (SWC) are
an organization representing 27 of the 29 public water entities that hold contracts
with the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) for the delivery of
water from the State Water Project (SWP). Collectively, the members of the SWC
provide all, or a part, of the water supply delivered to approximately 25 million
Californians, roughly two-thirds of the State’s population, and to over 750,000
acres of irrigated agriculture. The members of the SWC provide this water to
retailers, who, in turn, serve it to consumers throughout the San Francisco Bay
Area, the San Joaquin Valley, the Central Coast, and Southern California.

Several of the SWP contractors are participating in the Sites Reservoir planning
process to evaluate options to store extra water to provide increased operational
flexibility to the state’s water delivery system and a needed backstop to help
respond to the impacts of climate change, which is expected to bring less snow
runoff and flashier storms. Analysis performed to date indicates that Sites offers
an opportunity to improve operational flexibility to California’s primary water
system; meet the coequal goals identified in the 2009 Delta Reform Act by
providing a substantial supply of high-quality water to support the economy and
the environment; dedicates water for environmental flows; contributes flows for
water quality purposes; mitigates the effects of climate change; and contributes to
the state’s renewable energy goals.

California will continue to face intense water challenges including limited
supplies, a growing population, the effects of climate change, increased flow
requirements for native fish, and water for wetlands used by migratory birds. With
its potential to integrate operations with the state’s water system, Sites is an
innovative and modern approach that will help the state capture, store and move
water where it needs to be, when it is needed most. As such, we encourage the
California Water Commission to invest in the public benefits that the Sites Project
would provide.

Since‘rely,
__\)M\@VZ’

Jennifer Pierre
General Manager

1121 L Street, Suite 1050 ® Sacramento, California 95814-3944 e 916.447.7357 ® FAX 916.447-2734 ® www.swc.0rg
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

1450 Court Street, Suite 308B DAVID A. KEHOE, DISTRICT 1
Redding, California 96001-1673 . LEONARD MOTY, DISTRICT 2
(530) 225-5557 PAM GIACOMINI, DISTRICT 3
(800) 479-8009 BILL SCHAPPELL., DISTRICT 4
(530) 225-5189 FAX LES BAUGH, DISTRICT 5

711 or 800-735-2922 California Relay Service

March 1, 2016

The Honorable Joseph Byrne, Chair
California Water Commission

1416 9™ Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Sites Reservoir Project-Support
Dear Chairman Byrne:

The Shasta County Board of Supervisors would like to express our strong support for the development of the
Sites Reservoir Project.

Projects to protect and improve watersheds, wetlands, forests, and floodplains would provide clean, quality
water into the Sacramento River system with supply and water quality benefits having a great effect on
Northern and Southern California. Studying the feasibility of this project, among others, is a return on
investment for both water supply reliability and the ecosystem, as well as encouraging these benefits to accrue
sooner and in a cost-effective manner. The Shasta County Board of Supervisors supports the Sites Reservoir
Project as a potential applicant under the voter-approved Water Storage Investment Program.

If you have any questions about our position, or wish to discuss the issue further, please contact
Mr. Larry Lees, Shasta County Executive Officer, at (530) 225-5561.

Sincerely,

\/Qaw\ ﬂ V[ S1E N Y
Pam Giacomini, Chairman
Board of Supervisors

County of Shasta
State of California



1415 L Street, Suite 1080

/’ Sacramento, CA 95814
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August 1, 2017

Advocate for the Heavy Construction Industry

Armando Quintero

Chair, California Water Commission
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, California 94236-0001

RE: Proposition 1 Water Storage Investment Project Funds

Dear Chairman Quintero:

The California Water Commission has an opportunity with Proposition 1 Water Storage
Investment Project (WSIP) funds to upgrade our state’s aging water infrastructure system
while also helping put Californians to work.

The California Alliance for Jobs writes today in support of the Sites Reservoir Project’s
application for funding through WSIP. This potential reservoir project has the ability to
provide multiple levels of benefits to California communities - rural and urban - as well as
benefits to the environment around it. As a “north of the Delta” reservoir site, Sites would
be able to provide California’s current water systems with additional water security,
storage capacity, and delivery flexibility.

Sites Reservoir would hold almost two million acre-feet of water through off-stream
diversions. This capacity would allow the project to: provide reliable water supplies to
current and future California cities and industries, dedicate water for environmental flows
and fisheries, increase current and potential habitats for migratory birds, and improve the
economy of currently disadvantaged communities across California.

Investing in the Sites Project also puts people to work. Thousands of family-supporting jobs
are produced with every billion dollars invested in water infrastructure. Funding a project
like Sites would provide decades worth of well-paying, middle class jobs for all Californians.

California’s recent five-year drought and wet winter of 2017 showed the importance of
smart and flexible water infrastructure to allow for storage during wet years and convey
water during the dry ones. Sites Reservoir is necessary for California’s continued economic
growth and environmental sustainability.

Respectfully yours,

77 £ Gy

Michael P. Quigley
Executive Director
California Alliance for Jobs

Operating Engineers Associated General No. California United Contractors No. California Carpenters
Local Union #3 Contractors of District Council of Regional Council
California Laborers



¢p Sites

Sites Reservoir Supporters

California continues to face severe water challenges: limited supplies and a growing population,
compounded by climate change, and increased flow requirements for native fish. Now more than
ever, California’s water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly solution to
capturing and storing water for use when it’s needed most. The Sites project is an innovative
project and a 21st century solution to California’s water crisis. Sites provides previously
unachievable flexibility to the state’s water system without impacting sensitive river channels and
critical environmental flows that support endangered fish populations.

YeS, [ support the Sites Project. Please list me/my organization as a supporter of

Sites.

Please provide the following information:

California Alliance for Jobs

Company or Organization Name

Michael Quigley

Executive Director

Name

1415 L Street, Suite 1080

Title/Occupation

Street Address
Sacramento CA 95814
City State Zip

916-446-2259

Phone Number

mpquigley@rebuildca.org

Email Address

Thank you for your support!

Please Return Completed Form by email: info@SitesProject.org




¢p Sites

Sites Reservoir Supporters

California continues to face severe water challenges: limited supplies and a growing population,
compounded by climate change, and increased flow requirements for native fish. Now more than
ever, California’s water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly solution to
capturing and storing water for use when it’s needed most. The Sites project is an innovative
project and a 21st century solution to California’s water crisis. Sites provides previously
unachievable flexibility to the state’s water system without impacting sensitive river channels and
critical environmental flows that support endangered fish populations.

YeS, [ support the Sites Project. Please list me/my organization as a supporter of

Sites.

Please provide the following information:

California Alliance for Jobs

Company or Organization Name

Orville Thomas

Director of Government Affairs

Name

1415 L Street, Suite 1080

Title/Occupation

Street Address
Sacramento CA 95814
City State Zip

916-446-2259

Phone Number

othomas@rebuildca.org

Email Address

Thank you for your support!

Please Return Completed Form by email: info@SitesProject.org




PASSMORE

RANCH

July 31,2017

Jim Watson

General Manager
Sites Project Authority
P.O. Box 517
Maxwell, CA 95955

Dear Mr. Watson,

Passmore Ranch is pleased to offer its support for the sites Project. My ranch’s primary business
is aquaculture and on top of that, | live here in California too. Water is precious to both me, my family,
and my ranch.

California will continue to face intense water challenges including limited supplies, a growing population,
the effects of climate change, increased flow requirements for native fish, and water for wetlands used by
migratory birds. Now more than ever, California’s water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly
and sustainable solution to capturing and storing water for use when it’s needed most.

The Sites Project will add up to 1,800,000 acre-ft. of capacity to produce 500,000 acre-feet of critical
supplies to California’s water system on an annualized basis. With its ability to integrate operations with the state’s
water system, Sites is an innovative and modern approach that will help the state capture, store and move water
where it needs to be when it is needed most.

The Sites Project will help make California’s water system more efficient and reliable. The project helps
meet the objectives of the California Water Action Plan by providing a substantial supply of high-quality water to
support the economy and the environment. Sites reflects California’s innovative approach to meeting the needs of
the environment, economic growth and our quality of life.

Sites works for the ecosystem, families, farms, and businesses across the state. We encourage the
California Water Commission to invest in the public benefits that the Sites Project will provide.

I look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important project.

Warm Regar

Michael Passmore
Founder, CEO

7700 Dillard Road, Sloughhouse, CA 95683 - (916) 688-3900 - passmoreranch.com



“=M YUBA-SUTTER
' FARM BUREAU

Sewving agriculture since 1919

July 28, 2017

Jim Watson

General Manager
Sites Project Authority
P.O. Box 517
Maxwell, CA 95955

Dear Jim,
The Yuba-Sutter Farm Bureau, is pleased to offer its support for the Sites Project.

YSFB is a non-governmental, non-profit, voluntary membership California Corporation whose
purpose is to protect and promote agricultural interests throughout Yuba and Sutter counties and
to find solutions to problems of the farm, the farm home and the rural community. YSFB
represents more than 1,200 agricultural, associate and collegiate members in Yuba and Sutter
counties.

YSFB is deeply interested in protecting the long-term viability of agricultural areas and rural
communities located in our region as the stability of the local agricultural industry plays an
integral role not only within our rural communities and counties, but regionally, nationally and
internationally.

California will continue to face intense water challenges including limited supplies, a growing
population, the effects of climate change, increased flow requirements for native fish, and water
for wetlands used by migratory birds. Now more than ever, California’s water system needs a
more flexible, environmentally friendly and sustainable solution to capturing and storing water
for use when it’s needed most.

The Sites Project will add up to 1,800,000 acre-ft. of capacity to produce 500,000 acre-feet of
critical supplies to California’s water system on an annualized basis, while allowing other
reservoirs to hold water later into the summer months. The Sites Project will increase Northern
California water storage by 23 percent, providing supplies of water for use in dry and critical
years. Summed up, the Sites Project, with its ability to integrate operations with the state’s water

475 N. Palora Avenue, Suite A, Yuba City, CA 95991 ¢ (530) 673-6550 ¢ Fax (530) 671-5836 ¢ Email: ysfb@ysfarmbureau.com



mailto:ysfb@ysfarmbureau.com

system, is an innovative and modern approach that will help the state capture, store and move
water where it needs to be when it is needed most.

The Sites Project will help make California’s water system more efficient and reliable. The
project helps meet the objectives of the California Water Action Plan by providing a substantial
supply of high-quality water to support the economy and the environment. Sites reflects
California’s innovative approach to meeting the needs of the environment, economic growth and
our quality of life.

Sites works for the ecosystem, families, farms, and businesses across the state. We encourage the
California Water Commission to invest in the public benefits that the Sites Project will provide.

We look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important project.

Sincerely,

OSSR e

David Burroughs
President, Yuba-Sutter Farm Bureau

475 N. Palora Avenue, Suite A, Yuba City, CA 95991 ¢ (530) 673-6550 ¢ Fax (530) 671-5836 ¢ Email: ysfb@ysfarmbureau.com
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CITY COUNCIL
Dennis G. Hoffman, Mayor

Bruce T. Roundy, Vice Mayor
James Paschall, Sr.

Charles Gee
Salina Edwards INCORPORATED 1909
815 Fourth Street
CITY OFFICIALS ORLAND, CALIFORNIA 95963
Angela Crook Telephone (530) 865-1600
Assistant City Manager/City Clerk Fax (530) 865-1632 CITY MANAGER
Pamela Otterson Peter R. Carr

City Treasurer

July 17, 2017

Jim Watson

General Manager
Sites Project Authority
P.O. Box 517

Maxwell, CA 95955

Dear Jim,
The City of Orland City Council is pleased to offer its support for the Sites Project.

The Sites Project is a proposed above ground, off-stream water storage project located
in Northern California and would add up to 500,000 acre-feet of critical supplies to
California’s water system annually. Sites is an innovative and modern approach that
goes beyond water supply and flood protection by adding flexibility and generating a
much-needed new water source for improved water quality, seasonal fish flows, climate
change and drought relief.

The Sites Project creates an additional supply of reliable water that can be used for
urban, agricultural, environmental, and industrial purposes. Sites would also improve
water quality in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Delta) and enhance environmental
flows to benefit the Delta’s ecosystem.

California will continue to face severe water challenges including limited supplies, a
growing population, the effects of climate change, and increased flow requirements for
native fish. Now more than ever, California’s water system needs a more flexible,
environmentally friendly solution to capturing and storing water for use when it’s
needed most. The Sites Project would provide an additional tool for water managers to
effectively balance competing demands and provide safe and reliable water to support
the current and future needs of California’s environment and economy.






Roseville Coalition of
RCONA| Neighborhood Associations

1911 Douglas Blvd., Suite 85-370, Roseville, CA 95661 916-248-4878 www.rcona.org

July 15. 2017

Jim Watson General Manager
Sites Project Authority

P.O. Box 517

Maxwell, CA 95955

Dear Jim,

My organization, Roseville Coalition of Neighborhood Associations (RCONA) , is pleased
to offer its support for the Sites Project. RCONA is a 501c3 Public Benefit Corporation
representing 16 active Neighborhood Associations all across the City of Roseville. Our
mission is to improve the social, physical, and economic health of all neighborhoods
across the Roseville community by sharing information, facilitating training and
education, providing resources and encouraging communication between
neighborhoods, government, educational institutions, and other community groups.

California will continue to face intense water challenges including limited supplies, a
growing population, the effects of climate change, increased flow requirements for
native fish, and water for wetlands used by migratory birds. Now more than ever,
California’s water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly and
sustainable solution to capturing and storing water for use when it’s needed most.

The Sites Project would add up to 1,800,000 acre-ft. of capacity to produce 500,000
acre-feet of critical supplies to California’s water system on an annualized basis. With its
ability to integrate operations with the state’s water system, Sites is an innovative and
modern approach that will help the state capture, store and move water where it needs
to be, when it is needed most. The Sites Project will help make California’s water system
more efficient and reliable. The project helps meet the objectives of the California
Water Action Plan by providing a substantial supply of high-quality water to support the
economy and the environment. Sites reflects California’s innovative approach to
meeting the needs of the environment, economic growth, and our quality of life.

Sites works for the ecosystem, and for families, farms, and businesses across the state.
We encourage the California Water Commission to invest in the public benefits that the
Sites Project would provide.

We look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important
project.

Sincerely,
Werner Kuehn, President RCONA



¢p Sites

Sites Reservoir Supporters

California continues to face severe water challenges: limited supplies and a growing population,
compounded by climate change, and increased flow requirements for native fish. Now more than
ever, California’s water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly solution to
capturing and storing water for use when it’s needed most. The Sites project is an innovative
project and a 21st century solution to California’s water crisis. Sites provides previously
unachievable flexibility to the state’s water system without impacting sensitive river channels and
critical environmental flows that support endangered fish populations.

‘ ‘ YES, I support the Sites Project. Please list me/my organization as a supporter of
Sites.

Please provide the following information:

Roseville Coalition of Neighborhood Associations
Company or Organization Name

Werner Kuehn, President
Name Title/Occupation

1911 Douglas Blvd , Suite 85-370
Street Address

Roseville, CA 95661
City State Zip

916-248-4878
Phone Number

president@rcona.org
Email Address

Thank you for your support!

Please Return Completed Form by email: info@SitesProject.org
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CALIFORNIA

COTTON

G 1785 N. Fine Avenue
INNERS AND Fresno, CA 93727

Telephone: 559 / 252-0684

GR OWERS Fax: 559/252-0551

ASSOCIATIONS

July 21,2017

Jim Watson

General Manager
Sites Project Authority
P.O. Box 517

Maxwell, CA 95955

Dear Jim,

Representing over 600 cotton growers and 27 operating gins in the State of California, the
California Cotton Ginners and Growers Association wishes to express our support for the Sites
Project. After the entire state was crippled by several years of drought, it is increasingly evident
that innovative water storage projects are needed.

The Sites Project would create an additional 1.8 million acre-feet of storage which would
produce up to 500,000 acre-feet of supplies to California’s water system annually. This water
would be extremely valuable in helping achieve a more efficient and reliable water supply
system. Capturing and capitalizing on years of increased precipitation would not only help keep
families and farms in business but it would also generate economic growth, produce jobs and
help California achieve ecosystem benefits.

We have seen billions of gallons of precious water be lost to the ocean due to the lack of
adequate infrastructure. The water challenges that California has encountered over the past
several years will continue, however investing in opportunities such as the Sites Project will
bring balance and sustainability to the most precious resource in the state.

We look forward to do anything we can to help advance the Sites project.

Sincerely,

P LA~

Roger Isom
President/CEO




WAPA

WE STER N A GRI cu L:I_U R A L PR O C E S S OR S 1785 N. Fine Avenue, Fresno, Cag;%r_r;isas?ggz
ASSOCIATION f:559-251-4471

WWW.agprocessors.org
July 21, 2017

Jim Watson

General Manager
Sites Project Authority
P.O.Box 517

Maxwell, CA 95955

Dear Jim,

Representing over 128 tree nut hullers and processors of almonds, pecans, pistachios and walnuts in the
State of California, the Western Agricultural Processors Association wishes to express our support for
the Sites Project. After the entire state was crippled by several years of drought, it is increasingly evident
that innovative water storage projects are needed.

The Sites Project would create an additional 1.8 million acre-feet of storage which would produce up to
500,000 acre-feet of supplies to California’s water system annually. This water would be extremely
valuable in helping achieve a more efficient and reliable water supply system. Capturing and capitalizing
on years of increased precipitation would not only help keep families and farms in business but it would
also generate economic growth, produce jobs and help California achieve ecosystem benefits.

We have seen billions of gallons of precious water be lost to the ocean due to the lack of adequate
infrastructure. The water challenges that California has encountered over the past several years will
continue, however investing in opportunities such as the Sites Project will bring balance and
sustainability to the most precious resource in the state.

We look forward to do anything we can to help advance the Sites project.
Sincerely,

e

Roger Isom
President/CEO




cc.

Carol Baker, Vice-Chair, California Water Commission

Andrew Ball, Board Member, California Water Commission
Joseph Byrne, Board Member, California Water Commission
Daniel Curtin, Board Member, California Water Commission
Joe Del Bosque, Board Member, California Water Commission
Maria Herrera, Board Member, California Water Commission
Catherine Keig, Board Member, California Water Commission
David Orth, Board Member, California Water Commission '
Joe Yun, Executive Officer, California Water Commission

Members, Senate Natural Resources & Water Committee
Members, Joint Legislative Budget Committee

Kim Craig, Deputy Cabinet Secretary, Office of Governor Jerry Brown
John Laird, Secretary, Natural Resources Agency
Cindy Messer, Acting Director, Department of Water Resources

Kip Lipper, Office of Senate President pro Tempore Kevin De Leon
Kevin Bassett, Office of Senator Pat Bates

Bill Craven, Senate Natural Resources & Water Committee
Joe Stephenshaw, Senate Budget & Fiscal Review Committee
Todd Moffitt, Senate Republican Policy Office

Rocel Bettencourt, Senate Republican Fiscal Office

Thad Bettner, Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District
Todd Manley, Northern California Water Association
Kathleen Cole, Metropolitan Water District of Southern California



BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF SUTTER

1160 Civic Center Blvd. (530) 822-7106
Yuba City, CA 95993 FAX: (530) 822-7103

June 27, 2017

Jim Watson

General Manager
Sites Project Authority
P.0. Box 517

Maxwell, CA 95955

Dear Jim,
The Sutter County Board of Supervisors is pleased to offer its support for the Sites Project.

The Sites Project is a proposed above ground, off-stream water storage project located in Northern
California and would add up to 500,000 acre-feet of critical supplies to California’s water system
annually. Sites is an innovative and modern approach that goes beyond water supply and flood
protection by adding flexibility and generating a much-needed new water source for improved water
quality, seasonal fish flows, climate change and drought relief.

The Sites Project creates an additional supply of reliable water that can be used for urban, agricultural,
environmental, and industrial purposes. Sites would also improve water quality in the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta (Delta) and enhance environmental flows to benefit the Delta’s ecosystem.

California will continue to face severe water challenges including limited supplies, a growing
population, the effects of climate change, and increased flow requirements for native fish. Now more
than ever, California’s water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly solution to
capturing and storing water for use when it's needed most. The Sites Project would provide an
additional tool for water managers to effectively balance competing demands and provide safe and
reliable water to support the current and future needs of California’s environment and economy.

We look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important project.

Dan Flores
Vice-Chairman

Members of the Board

Ron Sullenger District County Administrative Officer
Dan Flores District 2 Scott Mitnick

Larry Munger District 3

Jim Whiteaker District 4 Clerk of the Board

Mat Conant District 5 Donna M. Johnston



July 19, 2017

Mr. Armando Quintero

Chair

California Water Commission

PO Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001
Emailed to: CWC@water.ca.gov

RE: Support for Sites and Temperance Flat Projects

Dear Chairman Quintero:

Founded in 1926, Western Growers members are local and regional family farmers growing fresh
produce in Arizona, California, Colorado and New Mexico. Our members and their workers provide half
the nation’s fresh fruits, vegetables and tree nuts, including half of America’s fresh organic produce. It is
on their behalf that we express our strong support for both the Sites Reservoir and Temperance Flat
Reservoir projects in their applications for Proposition 1 public benefit funding.

One of the consequences of climate change is that California’s historic precipitation and runoff patterns
will change, resulting in greater unreliability of the Sierra snowpack. We must now contend with less
snowpack along with faster, flashier and more chaotic runoff into our existing storage and conveyance
infrastructure. Indeed, we may have already begun to experience such changes. This year’s record-
breaking rain and snow accumulations, coming on the heels of the worst recorded drought ever
experienced, vividly demonstrates the need to adapt and enhance a system designed in a climatic era
that no longer exists, and for a state population less than half of what it is today.

From October 1, 2016 through July 9, 2017 (nine months of the current water year), more than 50
million acre feet of water flowed into the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. After accounting for diversions
for in-Delta use and exports by the State Water Project and Central Valley Project, more than 46 million
acre feet flowed out to the ocean.

The Sites Project would add up to 1.8 million acre feet of capacity in an off-stream reservoir north of the
Delta. State and federal water project operations in recent years have demonstrated the great need for
this project as operators struggled with conflicting demands on the Sacramento River system. The Sites
Project would provide critically needed flexibility for system operators by capturing high runoff flows on
the Sacramento River and allowing later releases from Sites or upstream reservoirs for environmental and
economic uses.

Temperance Flat Reservoir would be located on the San Joaquin River in the foothills northeast of Fresno
and would create an additional 1.26 million acre-feet of water storage. Combined with the existing
Millerton Lake, the complex would provide storage capacity of 1.78 million acre feet. The need is obvious:
In 17 of the last 40 years, water has been released from Millerton Lake (Friant Dam) for flood control
purposes, due to lack of storage capacity. This season alone Millerton will have released approximately
2.5 million acre feet to the ocean, lost for groundwater recharge or water supply.

Mailing Address: PO. Box 57089 - Irvine, CA 92619-7089 - [5525 Sand Canyon - Irvine, CA 92618
T: 949.863.1000 « F: 949.863.9028 ¢ Internet: www.wga.com



Mr. Armando Quintero
July 19, 2017
Page 2

The voters of California approved Proposition 1 by a margin of more than two-to-one, and they had a
clear understanding, in the midst of a historic drought, that they were being asked whether California
should invest in new water storage projects. Governor Brown and other signatories of the official ballot
argument in support of Proposition 1 wrote in relevant part: “Proposition 1 invests in new storage
increasing the amount of water that can be stored during wet years for the dry years that will continue
to challenge California.” (Emphasis added.)

As surface water storage projects, Sites and Temperance Flat provide the only means of capturing and
storing heavy snowmelt and rain runoff — especially in wet years — that can be later utilized for
groundwater recharge. Without this surface storage supply, groundwater recharge opportunities are
lost as flood flows cannot be accommodated by saturated recharge lands. As the Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act is implemented, the need for this capacity and flexibility is greater than

ever.

Both projects would also provide needed additional flood protection for communities throughout the
Central Valley.

These projects will help make California’s water system more efficient and reliabie. The projects help
meet the objectives of the California Water Action Plan by providing a substantial supply of high-quality
water to support the economy and the environment.

We respectfully urge the Commission to support both the Sites Reservoir Project and the Temperance
Flat Reservoir Project to the fullest extent possible.

Sincerely,

VAl

Davé Puglia
Executive Vice President

C:

Carol Baker, Member, California Water Commission
Andrew Ball, Member, California Water Commission
Joseph Byrne, Member, California Water Commission
Daniel Curtain, Member, California Water Commission
Joe Del Bosque, Member, California Water Commission
Maria Herrera, Member, California Water Commission
Catherine Keig, Member, California Water Commission
David Orth, Member, California Water Commission

Joe Yun, Executive Officer, California Water Commission
Jim Watson, General Manager, Sites Project Authority
Mario Santoyo, Executive Director, San Joaquin Valley Water Infrastructure Authority

Mailing Address: PO. Box 57089 - Irvine, CA 92619-7089 « 15525 Sand Canyon - Irvine, CA 92618

T: 949.863.1000 + F: 949.863.9028 ¢ Internet: www.wga.com



August 7, 2017

Armando Quintero, Chair
California Water Commission
P.O. Box 942836
Sacramento, CA 94236

Re: Sites Reservoir Project — Support
Dear Chairman Quintero:

On behalf of the Southern California Water Committee, | am writing to express support for the
Sites Reservoir Project, and upcoming consideration of the project’s application for Proposition
1 funding.

California needs flexible and reliable solutions to address its water woes, especially in light of
today’s climate realities and our recurring drought cycles. After a crushing five-year drought, this
past winter was the wettest in 122 years but California lost the opportunity to capture and store
billions of gallons of surplus water due to restrictions on our delivery system and lack of storage
options.

We must focus on ways to smooth out the boom or bust cycle, this means having the ability to
move water during big storm events and the capacity to save it in reservoirs for drier times.
California has had nine droughts since 1900, totaling 41 years. The likelihood that droughts will
worsen in the future means we must invest now to improve our old and inefficient water
infrastructure.

Californians have the right to expect a clean and reliable water supply not just for today but for
generations to come, and the Sites Reservoir Project aligns with delivering on this expectation.
For these reasons, we support the Sites Reservoir Project and appreciate your consideration of
the project for Proposition 1 funding this fall.

Sincerely,

2

Charley Wilson
Executive Director
Southern California Water Committee

([P W0

www.socalwater.org




CccC:

www.socalwater.org

Carol Baker, Vice-Chair, California Water Commission
carol.baker@cwc.ca.gov

Andrew Ball, Member, California Water Commission
andrew.ball@cwc.ca.gov

Joseph Byrne, Member, California Water Commission
joseph.byrne@cwec.ca.gov

Daniel Curtin, Member, California Water Commission
daniel.curtin@cwc.ca.gov

Joe Del Bosque, Member, California Water Commission
joe.delbosque@cwc.ca.gov

Cathy Keig, Member, California Water Commission
catherine.keig@cwc.ca.gov

Maria Herrera, Member, California Water Commission
maria.herrera@cwc.ca.gov

David Orth, Member, California Water Commission
david.orth@cwc.ca.gov
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May 23, 2017

Mr. Armando Quintero, Chair
California Water Commission
P.0O. Box 942836
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

RE: Support for the Sites Reservoir Project Proposition 1 Application
Dear Chair Quintero:

As the representative organization for businesses in the East Bay, the East Bay Leadership Council
(EBLC) has a vested interest in projects that will improve water supplies, resiliency and the
environment — water is vital for the health of business, residents and the environment. The EBLC is
writing to express support of the Water Supply Investment Program funding application submitted
under Proposition 1 for the Sites Reservoir Project.

In 2014, California voters approved $2.7 billion in funding for water storage projects, signaling that
residents understand the importance of water storage and want to invest in construction projects
in exchange for receiving environmental benefits. The recent drought followed by the wettest
year on record only further highlighted the state-wide need for more storage to prepare for
drought and flood emergencies. The EBLC agrees that two of the storage proposals are superior to
others in providing water supply and Delta ecosystem benefits; namely, Sites Reservoir and Los
Vaqueros Reservoir. These off-stream reservoirs provide many environmental and water supply
benefits that can be achieved through federal, state and local funding. This letter focuses on Sites
Reservoir; a separate letter will be provided for Los Vaqueros.

A key component of the East Bay Leadership Council’s water policy action plan includes advocating
for new and expanded water storage to diversify and enhance regional water supplies. California’s
most recent drought provided a stark reminder of the importance of a reliable water supply
portfolio capable of balancing the water demands across all users: residential, business,
agricultural and environmental. Sites Reservoir would provide an additional tool for regional water
managers to balance these competing needs. Additionally, public investment in Sites Reservoir
would provide the state’s environmental resource agencies with an amount of water they would
prioritize and manage, on a real-time basis and in every water year type, to advance the long-term
objectives of restoring the ecological health and improving water management for beneficial uses
of the Delta. This “environmental water” would also create measurable ecosystem and water
quality benefits in the Sacramento River and provide additional water for the national wildlife
refuges in the Central Valley. Such a new and flexible tool will only increase in value as the state
manages its limited water resources through an uncertain future that includes offsetting for the
effects of climate change on people and the environment.

The EBLC appreciates the California Water Commission’s consideration of this important project
and encourages the Commission to approve the Proposition 1 funding application.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please contact Josh Huber, EBLC’s Policy Director, with
any questions at 925-246-1880

Sincerely,

Kristin Connelly
President & CEO

Cc: California Water Commission members

1615 Bonanza Street, Suite 324, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 | voice 925.246.1880
www.eastbayleadershipcouncil.com
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August 4, 2017

Mr. Armando Quintero

Chair, California Water Commission
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, California 94236-0001

RE:  Sites Reservoir Project Application for Funding from the
Proposition 1 Water and Storage Investment Program

Dear Chairman Quintero:

On behalf of the State Building and construction Trades Council, AFL-CIO | write today to convey our support of the
Sites Reservoir Project’s application for funding from the Proposition 1 Water Storage and Investment Program. The Sites
project not only has the potential to provide multiple benefits to California’s farms, cities, and environment, but will also
create good paying construction jobs which will help the economy.

As you know, the Sites Project is a 1.8 million acre-foot, off-stream regulating reservoir that would divert and store excess
Sacramento River flows. The diversion levels would be dependent upon hydrologic conditions and would be structured to
ensure that water taken out of the Sacramento River is truly in excess of downstream needs.

The operational flexibility that the Sites project would provide to the State’s entire water system is what makes this
project so unique and worthy of funding. A few of the reservoir’s many uses include, but are not limited to: dedicated
water for fishery and environmental flow purposes, a reliable water supply for California cities and agriculture, increased
habitat for migratory birds on the Pacific Flyway, and improved flexibility and drought resiliency for the Central Valley
Project and the State Water Project.

Opportunities to apply lessons learned during the last five years of drought must not be wasted. The drought (exacerbated
by climate change), and this year’s record-breaking rainfall, have proven how critical it is to develop smart storage that
allows us to store more water in wet years for future use in dry ones. Sites Reservoir is that smart storage.

Thank you for the work that you and the Water Commission are doing to increase water supply reliability across
California. We look forward to your announcement of funding awards.

Sinﬁrely,

Legislative Director

CD:bp
opeiu#29/afl-cio

CC: Members, California Water Commission

1231 1 Street, Suite 302 + Sacramento, CA 95814-2933 - (916) 443-3302 - FAX (916) 443-8204

codgon
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August 9, 2017

Mr. Joe Yun, Executive Director
California Water Commission

P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, California 94236-0001

Re: Support for Sites Reservoir
Dear Mr. Yun,

On behalf of the California Women for Agriculture (CWA) membership | would like to express support
for the Sites Reservoir Project and additional surface water storage in California. Our state’s ongoing
water crisis demands varied and comprehensive solutions, including ample new water storage and
infrastructure south of the Delta, to help ensure the ongoing viability of agriculture in California, as well
as the communities and families that rely on this great industry. The Sites Project is a critical component
of such solutions.

CWA is an all-volunteer organization with over 1,000 members engaged public relations, education and
legislative advocacy on behalf of California agriculture at the local, state and national level. Our
membership includes farmers and ranchers, individuals involved in support industries such as insurance,
banking and consulting, and interested consumers from throughout the state. As a group focused on
actively promoting the importance of a healthy and vibrant agricultural industry, we have been
consistently engaged in discussions around the California drought, water management, and ensuring
available water supplies are maximized for the benefit of all Californians. The impacts of the drought
were devastating for our industry and forced family farmers to make very difficult decisions.
Groundwater wells are an option for some growers, but many are located in areas where groundwater is
not available, quality is less than optimal, or costs associated with pumping from deep wells are not
feasible for the return on the crop being grown. Growers throughout the state have been severely
negatively impacted, and some permanently, by significantly reduced surface water allocations.

The need for surface storage has never been more apparent as it has been in recent years. Water is a
scarce commodity and for this reason growers have implemented state of the art irrigation technology
over the years. Without that, impacts of the drought would have been much more severe on
agriculture. As agriculture continues to conserve and do more with less, the allocations of water
directed to environmental purposes increase. An increase to water in the system will be the only



solution to ensure all needs will be met. There is an immediate need for balance because a safe and
affardable food supply is essential for California.

CWA has supported increased surface storage, including the Sites Reservoir Project, from the early
discussions and negotiations for the Prop 1 Water Bond. We were particularly vocal about the need for
continuous appropriations in an amount sufficient to incorporate both Sites and Temperance Flat in the
scope of the proposition. That was the intention of the funding. The 1.8 million acre feet of additional
water storage Sites would provide operational flexibility to the State’s entire water system, making this
project unique and worthy of funding.

Sites will provide benefits to California cities, agriculture and the environment, including dedicated
water for fishery and environmental flow purposes, increased habitat for migratory birds on the Pacific
Flyway, and improved flexibility and drought resiliency for the Central Valley Project and the State Water
Project.

We ask that you consider the myriad of regional and state benefits that will be provided for by the
construction of this project. There is strong lacal support for this project and we ask that you allocate
sufficient funds from Section 8 of the Prop 1 Water Bond to the Sites Flat Project.

Respectfully,
Sara Reid Herman

State President Elect
California Women for Agriculture

cc: Armando Quintero
Carol Baker
Andrew Ball
Joseph Byrne
Daniel Curtin
Joe Del Bosque
Maria Herrera
Catherine Keig
David Orth



SACRAMENTO COUNTY FARM BUREAU

PUTTING THE FOOD ON YOUR FORK SINCE 1917

January 10, 2018

Mr. Jim Watson
General Manager

Sites Project Authority
P.O. Box 517
Maxwell, CA 95955

Dear Mr. Watson,

The Sacramento County Farm Bureau’s (SCFB) Board of Directors is pleased to offer the organization’s
full support for the Sites Reservoir Project near the community of Maxwell in Colusa County.

We are a non-profit association, supported by the dues of our Sacramento County farmers, ranchers and
business organizations dedicated to the agricultural industry. We are a member of the California Farm
Bureau Federation (CFBF), a non-profit organization of farmers and ranchers with over 78,000 members
throughout the state.

California will continue to face intense water challenges including limited supplies, a growing population,
the effects of climate change, increased flow requirements for native fish, and water for wetlands used by
migratory birds. Now more than ever, California’s water system needs a more flexible, environmentally
friendly and sustainable solution to capturing and storing water for use when it’s needed most.

The Sites Project would add up to 1,800,000 acre-ft. of capacity to produce 500,000 acre-feet of critical
supplies to California’s water system on an annualized basis. With its ability to integrate operations with
the state’s water system, Sites is an innovative and modern approach that will help the state capture, store
and move water where it needs to be, when it is needed most.

The Sites Project will help make California’s water system more efficient and reliable. The project helps
meet the objectives of the California Water Action Plan by providing a substantial supply of high-quality
water to support the economy and the environment.

Sites works for the ecosystem, and for families, farms, and businesses across the state. We encourage the
California Water Commission to invest in the public benefits that the Sites Project would provide. We
look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important project.

Sincerely,

! )«@[/

B Bl

Bill Bird

Executive Director

Sacramento County Farm Bureau

8970 Elk Grove Boulevard, Elk Grove, California 95624
Phone 916-685-6958 e www.sacfarmbureau.org



RESOLUTION NO. 17-19

SUPPORTING THE SITES RESERVOIR PROJECT ON BEHALF OF
THE CITY OF ROSEVILLE

WHEREAS, the State of California is in the midst of a multi-year drought that has
severely strained the state and federal water systems; and

WHEREAS, the City of Roseville, which relies on the Central Valley Project’s Folsom
Reservoir for its water supply; and

WHEREAS, Folsom Reservoir saw a record low reservoir level in 2015 with the
reservoir reaching 135,000 acre-feet; and

WHEREAS, Folsom Reservoir provides beneficial cold water in the American River and
is relied upon by the Bureau of Reclamation as a first responder reservoir to send water to the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta to repel salinity and meet water quality objectives; and

WHEREAS, Roseville values the development of surface water storage infrastructure that
provides for more water system reliability north of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta; and

WHEREAS, the proposed North of Delta Offstream Storage Project (or Sites Reservoir
Project) would add up to 1.8 million acre-feet of potential off-stream water supply storage to be
operated for human consumptive uses, the production of food, and environmental benefits; and

WHEREAS, the proposed Sites Reservoir Project is an offstream regulating reservoir that
does not impede fish passage and it can provide an environmental block of water that could be
used for various purposes, including: improved reliability of flows to support migratory birds of
the Pacific Flyway, increased cold water pools available for salmon north of the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta, water quality and ecosystem improvements in the Delta and recreational value;
and

WHEREAS, if Sites Reservoir is built, it could be operated in tandem to relieve pressure
off of Folsom Reservoir in cold water and environmental releases of water; and

WHEREAS, if Sites Réservoir is built, could support the state’s renewable energy goals;
and '

WHEREAS, the potential multiple benefits of Sites Reservoir could help Roseville’s
water supply reliability and ensure the city’s future prosperity;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Roseville
supports the construction and operation of Sites Reservoir; and directs the City Manager to
allocate the appropriate advocacy, communications and technical resources to ensure that Sites



T

Reservoir is built and operated, to benefit the Roseville community and economy, through added
water supply reliability, for generations to come.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Council of the City of Roseville this 18tfday of
January 2017 by the following vote on roll call:

AYES COUNCILMEMBERS: Gore, Alvord, Herman, Allard, Rohan
NOES COUNCILMEMBERS: \one /

ABSENT COUNCILMEMBERS: None

ATTEST:

M
( %ﬂﬁlw Clerk




¢p Sites

Sites Reservoir Supporters

California continues to face severe water challenges: limited supplies and a growing population,
compounded by climate change, and increased flow requirements for native fish. Now more than
ever, California’s water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly solution to
capturing and storing water for use when it’s needed most. The Sites project is an innovative
project and a 21st century solution to California’s water crisis. Sites provides previously
unachievable flexibility to the state’s water system without impacting sensitive river channels and
critical environmental flows that support endangered fish populations.

YeS, [ support the Sites Project. Please list me/my organization as a supporter of
Sites.

Please provide the following information:

California Building Industry Association
Company or Organization Name

Robert E. Raymer, PE Technical director
Name Title/Occupation

1215 K Street, Suite 1200

Street Address
Sacramento CA 95814
City State Zip

(916) 340-3322
Phone Number

rraymer@cbia.org
Email Address

Thank you for your support!

Please Return Completed Form by email: keithdunn@me.com




¢p Sites

Sites Reservoir Supporters

California continues to face severe water challenges: limited supplies and a growing population,
compounded by climate change, and increased flow requirements for native fish. Now more than
ever, California’s water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly solution to
capturing and storing water for use when it’s needed most. The Sites project is an innovative
project and a 21st century solution to California’s water crisis. Sites provides previously
unachievable flexibility to the state’s water system without impacting sensitive river channels and
critical environmental flows that support endangered fish populations.

Yes » I support the Sites Project. Please list me/my organization as a supporter of
Sites.

Please provide the following information:

San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership
Company or Organization Name

Brad Jensen Director of Public Policy
Name Title/Occupation

4900 Rivergrade Rd. Suite B130

Street Address
Irwindale CA 91706
City State Zip

626-856-3400
Phone Number

bjensen@sgvpartnership.org
Email Address

Thank you for your support!

Please Return Completed Form by email: keithdunn@me.com
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¢p Sites

Sites Reservoir Supporters

California continues to face severe water challenges: limited supplies and a growing population,
compounded by climate change, and increased flow requirements for native fish. Now more than
ever, California’s water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly solution to
capturing and storing water for use when it’s needed most. The Sites project is an innovative
project and a 21st century solution to California’s water crisis. Sites provides previously
unachievable flexibility to the state’s water system without impacting sensitive river channels and
critical environmental flows that support endangered fish populations.

Yes, I support the Sites Project. Please list me/my organization as a supporter of
Sites.

Please provide the following information:

CH Ruswese Propectws \AsSocech oy

Company or Organization Name

R ex tHawwe "?ré%’\r\e ny ~ CEO
Name Title/Occupation
(2L L Sheeetr | <sde K61
Street Address )
Sacvameviriy VA A55 1y
City State Zip

e - HH3-YHiSTe

Phone Number

?éx‘v\ W 6;( ‘,):\\\3(;1 , CONWA

Email Address

Thank you for your support!

Please Return Completed Form by email: kKeithdunn@me.com




¢p Sites

Sites Reservoir Supporters

California continues to face severe water challenges: limited supplies and a growing population
compounded by climate change and increased flow requirements for native fish. Now more than
ever, California’s water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly solution to
capturing and storing water for use when it’s needed most. The Sites project is an innovative
project and a 21st century solution to California’s water crisis. Sites provides previously
unachievable flexibility to the state’s water system without impacting sensitive river channels and
critical environmental flows that support endangered fish populations.

YeS, [ support the Sites Project. Please list me/my organization as a supporter of
Sites.

Please provide the following information:

VCS Consulting, LLC

Company or Organization Name

Alan Vail Managing Partner
Name Title/Occupation

4125 Temescal Street, Suite G

Street Address
Fair Oaks CA 95628
City State Zip

916-716-5522
Phone Number

arvail@sbcglobal.net
Email Address

Thank you for your support!

Please Return Completed Form by email: info@SitesProject.org




¢p Sites

Sites Reservoir Supporters

California continues to face severe water challenges: limited supplies and a growing population,
compounded by climate change, and increased flow requirements for native fish. Now more than
ever, California’s water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly solution to
capturing and storing water for use when it’s needed most. The Sites project is an innovative
project and a 21st century solution to California’s water crisis. Sites provides previously
unachievable flexibility to the state’s water system without impacting sensitive river channels and
critical environmental flows that support endangered fish populations.

YeS, [ support the Sites Project. Please list me/my organization as a supporter of
Sites.

Please provide the following information:

California Chamber of Commerce
Company or Organization Name

Valerie Nera Policy Advocate
Name Title/Occupation

1215 K Street, Suite 1400

Street Address
Sacramento CA 95814
City State Zip

916-930-1240
Phone Number

Valerie.Nera@calchamber.com
Email Address

Thank you for your support!

Please Return Completed Form by email: keithdunn@me.com




ép Sites

Sites Reservoir Supporters

California continues to face severe water challenges: limited supplies and a growing population,
compounded by climate change, and increased flow requirements for native fish. Now more than
ever, California’s water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly solution to
capturing and storing water for use when it’s needed most. The Sites project is an innovative
project and a 21st century solution to California’s water crisis. Sites provides previously
unachievable flexibility to the state’s water system without impacting sensitive river channels and
critical environmental flows that support endangered fish populations.

Yes » I support the Sites Project. Please list me/my organization as a supporter of
Sites.

Please provide the following information:

< P L fo/ ?’/35@5/'?/%'{, Ll

Company or Organization Name

Name Title/Occupation
o Ao  F5Or
Street Address
e o) Loowcty <44 Ta=5y
City - State Zip

Phone Number

) coeryz gL/'V{‘?,W S cor , ety
4 7

Email Address

Thank you for your support!

Please Return Completed Form by email: keithdunn@me.com
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