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Requested Act ion:  

Discuss ion and poss ib le di rect ion to staf f  to present  the S i tes  Author i ty  Pr incipal s  
and Requi rements for  Feas ib i l i ty Study to the Author i ty Board.  

Deta i led Descr ip t ion/Background:  

The S i tes P roject  Author i ty (Author i ty) has ident i f ied the potent ia l  to make 
independent  determinat ions of  feas ib i l i ty in  order to support  i t s  decis ion-making 
and qual i fy for  funding f rom others .  These determinat ions are needed to secure 
funding through the Cal i forn ia Water  Storage Investment  Program (WSIP) and 
the federal  Water  Inf rast ructure Improvements for  the Nat ion  Act  (WI IN) .  

A draft  Feas ib i l i ty Report  was prepared and publ i shed by Rec lamat ion (August  
2017)  w i th input  f rom the Author i ty ,  the Cal i forn ia  Department  of  Water  
Resources (DWR),  and cooperat ing agencies . The f inal  NODOS Feas ib i l i ty Report  
i s  cur rent ly  p lanned to be publ i shed by Reclamat ion cons i stent  w i th the typical 
approach used on al l  federal  projects .  Th i s  report  i s  being prepared pr imar i ly  
under the CalFed author i zat ion wi th funding augmented through pr ior  
congress ional  appropr iat ions as author i zed under  the WI IN Act .  

Should the NODOS Feas ib i l i ty Report  be prepared as  a jo int  document  (and 
t i t led the S i tes P roject) ,  which would be s imi la r  to  the E IR/E IS ,  the feas ib i l i ty 
report  should demonst rate compl iance with the requi rements of  both 
Reclamat ion and the Author i ty .  For  the Author i ty ,  th i s  would a lso include the 
State’s  requi rements  to ensure the proposed WSIP funding i s  secured. I f  the 
Reclamat ion Feas ib i l i ty Report  i s  not  a jo in  document , the Author i ty would be  
requi red to complete i t s  own feas ib i l i ty analys i s  and separately demonst rate to 
the Secretary of  the Inter ior  and the Cal i forn ia Water  Commiss ion that  the S i tes 
Pro ject  i s  feas ib le .  

Staff  i s  developing draft  S i tes  Author i ty Pr incipal s  and Requi rements for  
Feas ib i l i ty Study.  These Pr incip les and Requi rements  are intended to provide the 
Author i ty’s  Feas ib i l i ty Study f ramework  for  analyz ing the pro jects  and re lated 
act ions involv ing Federal ,  State and Par t ic ipant investments .  For  the purposes  
of  th i s  pol icy, “Pr incip les” refer  to the overarching concepts that  the Author i ty 
seeks to achieve through pol icy implementat ion.  The “Requi rements” a re inputs  
to a l ternat ive p lans, programs, des igns ,  s t rategies or  act ions that  should be 
incorporated into analyses for  Author i ty investment .  

Staff  intend to c i rculate a  draft  of  the S i tes  Author i ty  Pr incip les  and 
Requi rements to appropr iate ad hoc work groups pr ior  to the October meet ing 
of  the Reservoi r  Commit tee.  
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Pr ior  Author i ty  Board Act ion:  

None. 

F iscal  Impact/Funding Source:  

None. 

Staf f  Contact :  

Lee Freder iksen 

Attachments :  

None. 


