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Requested Act ion:  

Consider  approving an updated execut ive- level  descr ipt ion for  the prefer red 
Pro ject  and provide di rect ion to staff  to  advance the level  of  detai l .  

Deta i led Descr ip t ion/Background:  

Documents that  def ined the prefer red project  were re leased in  mid-August  
2017.  S ince then:  

1 .  The Author i ty has  received comments  f rom the publ ic ,  governmental  
agencies  and other  stakeholders  that  have been informat ive.  

2 .  Pre-appl icat ion consul tat ions re lated to key permit s  a re underway and have 
also in formed the Author i ty .   

3 .  The Water  Commiss ion made thei r  condit ional  determinat ions in  July  2018  
and have condit ional ly approved a funding amount  for  e l ig ib le Prop 1  
benef i t s .  Th i s  funding amount  needs to be t rans lated into a  proport ionate 
share of  the reservoi r  for  the state’s  resource managers use to produce 
ecologic benef i t s .  

4 .  Work cont inues to determine a federal  interest  in  part ic ipat ion and 
potent ia l ly obtain ing congress ional  funding for  e l ig ib le benef i t s .  However ,  
the t iming and abi l i ty to commit  any federal  funding commensurate wi th 
both the Reservoi r  Commit tee members’  and the State of  Cal i forn ia remains  
uncerta in .  

5 .  Other water  management  act ions ,  some of which have matured s ince 2017 
to a l low a better  understanding of  thei r  potent ia l  ro le to benef i t  the state’s 
water  system and some of  which are newer and have the potent ia l  to a lso 
help to improve the state’s  water  system in a pos i t ive manner  ( i .e .  changing 
landscape).  

6 .  The sc ience re lated to the aquat ic ecology in  the Sacramento River  and the 
Del ta cont inues  to add to the overal l  understanding and improving the 
abi l i ty to develop susta inable solut ions .  

Based on th i s  accumulated informat ion,  a revi s ion  to the descr ipt ion  of  the 
prefer red project  should be cons idered.   

Approving an updated, execut ive- level ,  descr ipt ion for  the prefer red project  
w i l l  faci l i tate advancement  of  the F inal  E IR/E IS,  the Author i ty’ s  feas ib i l i ty  s tudies  
and analys i s ,  and cont inuing pre-appl icat ion consul tat ions .   
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Pr ior  Author i ty  Board Act ion:  

At the August  15 and September 12 ,  2019 jo int  Author i ty and Reservoi r  
Commit tee workshops, the at tendees discussed the resul t s  of  informat ion 
gained s ince the pro ject  descr ipt ion for  the prefer red project  was last  updated. 
The di scuss ions a l so included updated informat ion re lated to the f inancing and 
est imated repayment  costs  for  the Reservoi r  Commit tee’s  proport ionate share 
of  costs  to bui ld the prefer red project .  

The Reservoi r  Commit tee, at  thei r  July 20 , 2017 meet ing approved the re lease 
of  the Draft  E IR/E IS and draft  Feas ib i l i ty Report  for  publ ic comment  and inclus ion  
into the Author i ty’ s  appl icat ion for  Chapter  8 of  Proposi t ion 1 [2014]  and in  
accordance with the WSIP.  These documents ident i f ied the prefer red project  as  
Al te rnat ive D in  the draft  E IR/E IS .  

F iscal  Impact/Funding Source:  

None. 

Staf f  Contact :  

J im Watson/Al i  Forsythe 

Attachments :  

None. 


