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JIM WATSON, GENERAL MANAGER 

530.410.8250 

 

YOLANDA TIRADO, CLERK 

530.438.2309 

YTirado@SitesProject.org 

Board of Directors 
FRITZ DURST, RECLAMATION D ISTRICT 108, CHAIR 

GRAY ALLEN, PLACER COUNTY WATER AGENCY/C ITY OF ROSEVILLE, VICE-CHAIR 

GARY EVANS, COLUSA COUNTY SUPERVISOR 

LEIGH MCDANIEL, GLENN COUNTY SUPERVISOR 

DON BRANSFORD, GLENN-COLUSA IRRIGATION D ISTRICT 

JEFF SUTTON, TEHAMA-COLUSA CANAL AUTHORITY 

DOUG PARKER, WESTSIDE WATER D ISTRICT 

JOE MARSH, COLUSA COUNTY WATER D ISTRICT 

KERRY SCHMITZ, SACRAMENTO COUNTY WATER AGENCY/C ITY OF SACRAMENTO 

DON BADER, U.S BUREAU OF RECLAMATION (COST-SHARE PARTNER,  NON-VOTING) 

ROB COOKE, CA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES (EX-OFFICIO,  NON-VOTING) 

Associate Members (NON-VOTING) 

MARY WELLS, MAXWELL IRRIGATION D ISTRICT 

GREG JOHNSON, WESTERN CANAL WATER D ISTRICT 

JAMIE TRAYNHAM , TC 4  D ISTRICTS 

 

July 22, 2019 9:00 a.m. 

Sites Project Authority 

Minutes 

 
The S i tes P roject  Author i ty Board of  Di rectors  met  in  Regular  Sess ion on July 22 ,  

2019 at  the hour of  9 :00  a .m. Directors  Present :  F r i t z  Durst ,  Chai rman, Gray Al len ,  

V ice-chai r ,  Gary Evans , Leigh McDaniel ,  Logan Denni s ,  Doug Parker ,  Joe Marsh ,  

Kerry Schmitz ,  Natal ie Wolder  and Rob Cooke. Directors  Absent :  Jeff  Sut ton and 

Don Bransford .  Alternate Di rectors  Present :  Michael  Azevedo. (Other Al ternate 

Di rectors  that  may be l i s ted as present  below, did  not  part ic ipate in  the deci s ion -

making process) .  Associate Members  Absent :  Mary Wel l s  and Greg Johnson .  

 

Staff  Present :  J im Watson, General  Manager  

   Scott  Kuney, Genera l  Counsel  

   Jamie Traynham, Treasurer  & TC-4 Di st r ict  Al ternate  

 Kevin  Spesert ,  Rob Thomson, Joe Trapasso,  Al ic ia  Forsythe, S i tes  

Pro ject  Author i ty  

   Yolanda T i rado, Clerk  

 

Others  Present :  Juleah Cordi ,  Assemblyman Gal lagher’s  Off ice  

   Jer iann Alexander ,  Fugro  

   Marcia K ivet t ,  Hai ley Traynham, Jeff  K ivet t ,  B rown & Caldwel l  

   K im F loyd,  KF Comm/Katz & Associates  

   Laura Nicholson, Senator  Nie l sen’s  Off ice  

   Oscar Serrano, CICC 

   John But tz ,  HDR 

   Ed Horton, PCWA 

 

P ledge of  Al legiance.  

 

INTRODUCTIONS:  

 

Chai rman Durst  asked those present  to in t roduce themselves .  

 

AGENDA APPROVAL:  
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I t  was moved by Di rector  Denni s ,  seconded by Di rector  Parker  to approve the July 

22 , 2019 s i tes Project  Author i ty Agenda, as submit ted. Mot ion carr ied: Al l  D i rectors  

present  voted yes .  

 

MINUTES APPROVAL:  

 

I t  was moved by Di rector  Al len , seconded by Di rector  Evans to approve the June 

24,  2019 S i tes Project  Author i ty  Minutes ,  as submit ted.  Mot ion carr ied:  Al l  D i rectors  

present  voted yes .  

 

CLOSED SESSION:  

 

Chai rman Durst  announced the Board wi l l  cons ider  c losed sess ion after  the Regular  

Meet ing as fol lows:  

 

Conference with legal  counsel  regarding s igni f icant  exposure to l i t igat ion or  

adjudicatory proceedings (Govt . Code 54956.9 (d)(2)  and (4) ) (2  i tems) .  

 

PERIOD OF PUBL IC COMMENT:  

 

Chai rman Durst  cal led for  publ ic comment , hear ing none he closed the per iod of  

publ ic comment .  

 

AGENDA ITEMS:  

 

1.  BOARD MEMBER REPORTS :  (No act ion wi l l  be taken )  

 

Th i s  t ime i s  set  as ide to give the Di rectors  an opportuni ty  to di sc lose/  di scuss 

any meet ings wi th external  stakeholders  to  advance the Project .  

 

None.  

 

2.  CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT :  

  

Th is  t ime i s  set  as ide to al low the Chai rperson an opportuni ty  to 

disc lose/discuss  i tems re lated to the S i tes  Project .  

 

Chai rman Durst  updated the Board Members regarding a meet ing held 

between the Author i ty Members and staff  to discuss  conduct ing an 

organizat ional  assessment/st ructure for  the S i tes  team. He stated a cont ract  

for  same would be brought  before the Board at  the next  meet ing  for  

cons iderat ion.   

 

3.  CONSENT AGENDA:  

 

 Chairman Durst  dec lared t ime to cons ider  Consent  Agenda I tem numbers  

3 .1 , a modif icat ion to the AECOM cont ract  extending the per iod of  

performance and 3 .2 , a modi f icat ion to the Spesert  Consul t ing cont ract  

increas ing the cont ractor’ s  monthly f ixed fee amount .  

 

 D i rector  Marsh  requested Consent  Agenda i tem number  3 .2 , the Spesert  

Consul t ing cont ract  be pul led f rom the Consent  Agenda and cons idered 

separately . Chai rman Durst  so di rected.  
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3.1  Chai rman Durst  declared t ime to cons ider  Consent  Agenda I tem number  3 .1 , 

a modif icat ion to the AECOM cont ract  to extend the per iod of  performance 

f rom July 31 , 2019 through December 31 ,  2019, w i th no change in cost  and 

author i ze the General  Manager to s ign .  (Attachment  3-1A)  

 

 Consent Agenda I tem Number  3.1 :  I t  was moved by Di rector  Al len , seconded 

by Di rector  McDaniel  to approve Consent  Agenda I tem number .  3 .1 ,  a  

modi f icat ion to the AECOM cont ract  to extend the per iod of  performance 

f rom July 31 , 2019 through December 31 ,  2019, w i th no change in cost  and 

author i zed the General  Manager to s ign.  Mot ion carr ied:  Al l  D i rectors  

present  voted yes .  

 

3 .2  Chai rman Durst  declared t ime to cons ider  Consent  Agenda I tem number  3 .2 , 

approval  of  a modif icat ion to the Spesert  C onsul t ing cont ract  to increase 

the Cont ractor’s  month ly f ixed fee payment  amount  to $21,320.00 .  

(Attachment  3-2A)  

  

 D i rector  Marsh expressed concern regarding the increase to Mr . Spesert ’s  

Consul t ing cont ract  and requested clar i f icat ion for  the increase.  

 

 Mr.  Watson stated Mr .  Spesert  s tarted work for  the Project  in  2016 and at  that 

t ime the scope of  serv ices re lated to out reach and r ights  of  way were 

s igni f icant ly less .  He stated the dut ies  s ince 2016 have increased  and the 

increase i s  warrant ed. He further  stated that  even with the increase Mr .  

Spesert ’s  sa lary  i s  s t i l l  under market  value.  

 

 Ms . T raynham and Chai rman Durst  s tat ed the proposed increase to Mr .  

Spesert ’s  cont ract  was reviewed by the  Author i ty’ s  Ad Hoc Coordinat ion 

Commit tee and by the Reservoi r  Commit tee. Al l  unanimously  agreed to the 

increase .  Br ie f  d i scuss ion fol lowed.  

 

 Consent  Agenda I tem Number  3 .2:  I t  was moved by Di rector  Denni s ,  

seconded by Di rector  Evans  to approve a modif icat ion to the Spesert  

Consul t ing cont ract  to increase the Cont ractor’ s  monthly f ixed fee payment  

amount  to $21,320.00 and author ized the General  Manager to s ign .  Mot ion 

carr ied:  Al l  D i rectors  present  voted yes .  

 

END OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 

4.  MANAGER’S REPORT:   

 

4 .1  Discuss ion and poss ib le di rect ion to staff  regarding the General  Manager’s  

Month ly Status Report .  (Attachment  4-1A )  

 

Mr. Watson provided a review of p roject  act iv i t ies  performed in the  month 

of  June 2019:  

 

•  Br ief ings to Senator Nie lson ’s staff  and Assemblyman Gallagher’s  staff .  

•  Conduct ing AB52 Tr ibal Consultat ion/coordinat ion with the Yocha Dehe 

Tr ibe. 

•  P resented to the Mountain Count ies Water  Resource Associat ion’s  on 

Cali fornia United Water conference which included urban agencies from 

Southern Cal i fornia and the Bay area , as wel l  as some part icipat ion by 

elected off icials  both state and federal .  
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•  Cont inued federal  f i shery agency coordinat ion . 

 

B r ief  d i scuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

 

4 .2  Discuss ion  and poss ib le di rect ion to s taff  regarding Proposi t ion  1 WSIP 

appl icat ion  act iv i t ies .  

 

Mr. Watson  provided a review of  Proposi t ion 1 WSIP appl icat ion act iv i t ies :  

 

•  Submitted a draft  invoice to the Water Commission for worked performed 

in January through Apr i l .  Commission staff  wi l l  review before f inal i zed for 

payment . 

•  Developing a draft  invoice for work performed in 2018. 

•  Working on a quarter ly report  to Water Commissioners for work performed 

Apr i l  through June with the report  due on July 31, 2019 . 

•  Working with Santa Clara Val ley Water  Dist r ict  and Contra Costa Water 

Dist r ict .  Representat ives from al l  three agencies  met with the State Water  

Resources Control  Board to discuss how the State Board i s prepared to staff  

al l  the water r ight appl icat ions coming f rom the three projects that 

received early funding . 

•  June 6, 2019, tour with Water  Commission staff and a fol low -up tour i s  being 

scheduled to see the Red Bluf f  divers ion.  

 

D iscuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

 

4 .3  Discuss ion and poss ib le di rect ion to staff  on ongoing U.S . Bureau of  

Reclamat ion act iv i t ies  and WI IN Act  Funding .  

 

Ms . Wolder  informed the Board that  Reclamat ion received a modif ied 

proposal  f rom AECOM for  addit ional  feas ib i l i ty  level  engineer ing work for  just  

over $1 mi l l ion .   

 

Mr. Watson provided a review of ongoing Reclamat ion act iv i t ies  and WI IN 

Act  Funding :  

•  June quarter ly meet ing with Reclamation’s  Denver Tech Service Center  

where they agreed with the Fletcher opt ion as the regulat ing reservoir  

between Funks and Sites pump generat ing and should be advanced to 

feasibi l i ty level ,  current ly advanced the appraisal  to  determine the potent ial  

benefits  to the project of using that faci l i ty .  

•  Reclamat ion agreed with S i tes’  conclus ion in  advancing i t  to feas ib i l i ty  

which al lows S i tes to decide on whether to cont inue with the cur rent  

Hol thouse or  go with F letcher .  

•  Reclamat ion engineers  agree that  F letcher provides  s ign i f icant  benef i t s  

that  can help reduce r i sk  and costs  on project . In  work ing with them on non -

cont ract  costs  

•  Working with Reclamation on two i ssues as i t  relates to the feasibi l i ty report :  

a.  Const ruct ion de-water ing costs .  
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b.  Potent ia l  for  sedimentat ion in  maintenance to keep the intakes  c lear  

when divert ing .  

•  Working with Reclamation on amending the 2015 cost  share agreement  

because the Sites Project has  s ignif icant ly spent more and once that i s  

amended we wi l l  start  working on a f inancial  ass istance agreement .  

 

D iscuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  
 

9:30 a.m. Di rector Sutton is  now present and seated.  

 
5.  2019 F INANCE & BUDGET AD HOC COMMITTEE :  

 

5 .1  Accept  the Treasurer’s  Report .  (Attachment 5-1A)  

 

Act ion :  I t  was by moved Di rector  Denn is ,  seconded by Di rector  Al len  to 

accept  the T reasurer’s  Report ,  as submi t ted. Mot ion carr ied:  Al l  D i rectors  

present  voted yes .  

 

5 .2  Consider  approval  of  the Payment  of  Cla ims . (Attachment  5-2A & B)  

 

Act ion :  I t  was moved by Di rector  Schmi tz ,  seconded by Di rector  Dennis  to 

approve Payment  of  Cla ims, as submit ted. Mot ion carr ied: Al l  D i rectors  

present  voted yes .  

 

5 .3  Informat ional  I tem regarding a proposed Budget  Real locat ion for  the 

Reservoi r  Commit tee’s port ion of  the approve Phase 2 (2019) . (Attachment  

5-3A)  

 

Mr. Watson provided an update regarding the proposed Budget  

Real locat ion and stated two new l ine i tems were added to the budget : one  

for  permit t ing fees and the second for  temporary r ights  of  ent ry fees ; which 

would provide clar i ty in  the budget .   

 

B r ief  d i scuss ion fol lowed.  

 

6.  Phase 2 (2019)  RESERVOIR COMMITTEE:  

 

6 .1  Report  on the July 19 , 2019 Phase 2 (2019)  Reservoi r  Commit tee meet ing .  

(Attachment  6-1A)  

 

 Mr.  Watson provided a  review of act ions approved and matters  d i scussed at  

the July 19 , 2019 Phase 2 (2019) Reservoi r  Commit tee meet ing.   

 

D iscuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

 

6 .2  In format ional  i tem for  reviewing the Reservoi r  Commit tee’s Ad hoc 

Operat ions Work Group’s d iscuss ion and development  of  a  Water  Storage 

Pol icy. (Attachment 6-2A)  

 

 Mr. Watson provided an update regarding the development  of  a  Water  

Storage Pol icy which establ i shes  proposed  operat ing rules  for  both the 

storage of  water  and re lease of  water  among the S i tes  Storage Partners  and 

the Author i ty .  He stated a revised vers ion of  the Water  Storage Pol icy i s  

p lanned to be brought  to the Reservoi r  Commit tee at  thei r  August  22 n d  
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meet ing for  further  cons iderat ion  before request ing any act ion f rom the 

Author i ty’s  Board .   

 

B r ief  d i scuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

 

6 .3  Informat ion update regarding the procurement  of  serv ices for  Serv ice Area 

H –  Engineer ing Serv ices .  

 

 Mr. Watson provided a br ief  update regarding the procurement  of  serv ices  

for  Serv ice Area H –  Engineer ing Serv ices .  

•  RFQ was released on July 5 , 2019. 

•  Mandatory bidder’s conference was held on July 12 ,  2019. 

•  Responses to their  quest ions were dist r ibuted on July 17 , 2019. 

•  Statement of  Qual i f icat ions due no later than July 31, 2019 .  

•  Interviews planned for  August  13-14, 2019.  

•  July 29, 2019, a Joint  Water Faci l i t ies  and Sit ing Work Groups meet ing to 

discuss the alternat ive del iver ies  opt ions .  

•  Plan to request  approval to award contracts in  October .  

 

B r ief  d i scuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken .  

 

6 .4  Informat ional  i tem regarding progress  of  the North  of  Del ta Offs t ream 

Storage/Si tes  Reservoir  Feasibi l i ty  Geotechnical  Invest igat ions  CEQA Not ice 

of  Exempt ion and permit  appl icat ion . D iscuss ion fol lowed with no act ion 

taken.  

 

 Mr.  Watson provided an update on the progress of  the North of  Del ta 

Off st ream Storage/Si tes Reservoi r  Feas ib i l i ty Geotechnical  Invest igat ions :  

•  Coordinat ing with Reclamation to develop a grouping of  geotechnical 

evaluat ions of  soi l  and bedrock character ist ics that are important  to 

reduce uncertaint ies in the cost  est imates in thei r  federal  Feasibi l i ty 

Report .  

•  Cont inued efforts  to define the scope of work for  the col lect ion of  

addit ional geotechnical data to analyze the potent ial  effects  associated 

with this f ield data col lect ion .  

•  CEQA process f i led July 8, 2019 (Not ice of  Exemption). 

•  Reclamation working on complet ing a Categorical  Exclusion t o comply 

with NEPA. 

•  Preparat ion of a B iological Assessment and permit  appl icat ions are 

nearing complet ion and access to landowner’s  property and r ights of way .  

•  The only outstanding i tem i s the funding for  the Geotechnical  

Invest igat ion.   

 

D iscuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

 

6 .5  Informat ional  i tem reviewing consul tat ion discuss ion  with the Cal i forn ia  

Department  of  F i sh and Wi ld l i fe .  
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 Ms . Forsythe provided a review of act iv i t ies  w i th the Cal i forn ia Department  

of  F i sh and Wi ld l i fe  i .e .  the var ious  aquat ic and ter rest r ia l  meet ing held to 

work through the i tems ident i f ied in  the CDFW’s comments on the Draft  

EIR/E IS and noted that  progress i s  being made by both teams. Mr . Watson 

stated the next  meet ing with CDFW is  scheduled for  August  6 , 2019.   

 

D iscuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.   

 

7 .  2019 POLICY & GOVERNANCE AD HOC COMMITTEE :  

 

Chai rman Durst  expressed h is  appreciat ion to Ms.  T raynham for  her  work on 

the pol ic ies  which would al low the JPA to become an employer .  

 

8.  2019 LEGISLAT IVE & OUTREACH AD HOC COMMITTEE :  

 

10:20 a.m. Chairman Durst declared t ime to consider a recommendation to 

select the Ferguson Group, LLC & Natural  Resources Results ,  LLC for  the 

Federal  Government Affai rs  Services RFQ No. 19 -02 and for approval 

of a consultat ion agreement with same. He  recused himself  due to a 

poss ible confl ict of interest and left the conference room.  

 
8.1  Consider  approval  of  the Author i ty  Ad Hoc Legi s lat ive & Out reach 

commit tee’s recommendat ion to select  The Ferguson Group, LLC &  Natural  

Resources  Resul t s ,  LLC for  the Federal  Government  Affa i rs  Serv ices  RFQ No. 

19-02 and cons ider  approval  of  a  consul t ing agreement  and in i t ia l  task order  

for  serv ices through December 31 ,  2019 and author ize the General  Manager 

to s ign .  

 

Act ion:  I t  was moved by Di rector  Sut ton, seconded by Di rector  Denni s  to 

approve select ion of  The Ferguson Group, LLC & Natural  Resources Resul t s ,  

LLC for  the Federal  Government  Af fa i r s  Serv ices RFQ No. 19 -02 and, further ,  

approved a consul t ing agreement  and in i t ia l  task order for  serv ices through 

December 31 , 2019 and author ized the General  Manag er to s ign . Mot ion 

carr ied:  Al l  D i rectors  present  voted yes .  

 

10:24 a.m. Chairman Durst i s  now present and seated.  

 
9.  2019 LAND MANAGEMENT AD HOC COMMITTEE:  

 

9 .1  Discuss ion  and poss ib le di rect ion to s taff  regarding real  estate,  land 

management ,  land use and s i te faci l i t ies  act iv i t ies .  

 

 D i rector  Evans  and Mr .  Spesert  provided a br ief  update regarding the 

development  of  a fee st ructure and once approved would be able to meet  

wi th the landowners .  Mr .  Spesert  s tated a landowner meet ing i s  scheduled 

for  August  15 ,  2019.  

 

10.  CLOSED SESSION:  

 

Counsel  Kuney announced the Author i ty  Board would cons ider  a Closed  Sess ion 

matter  as fol lows:  Conference with legal  counsel  regarding s igni f icant  exposure to 

l i t igat ion or  adjudicatory proceedings  (Govt . Code 54956.9(d)(2) and (4) ) (2 

i tems) .  

 



SITES PROJECT AUTHORITY MINUTES                                                           Monday, July 22, 2019 

 

Page 8 of 8 
 

RECESS:  

 

Chai rman Durst  declared a recess at  10 :26 a .m. to convene into Closed Sess ion ,  

adjourned Closed Sess ion at  11 :45  a .m. and reconvened into Regular  Sess ion .  

 

REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION:  

 

Chai rman Durst  announced as to the conference with legal  counsel  regarding 

s igni f icant  exposure to l i t igat ion or  adjudicatory proceedings (Govt . Code 

54956.9(d)(2)  and (4) ) (2  i tems) ,  there was no reportable act ion taken .  

 

Chai rman Durst  adjourned the meet ing at  11:46 a .m.,  to reconvene on August  26 , 

2019  at  the hour of  9 :00 a .m. 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Fr i t z  Durst ,  Chai rman 

 

 

 

___________________________ 

Yolanda T i rado, Clerk  

 


