
 
Top ic :  Authority Board Agenda Item 6-4 2019 August 26 

Sub ject :  Project Environmental Planning and Permitting Status    
 

Status: D ra f t  Preparer: Fo r sy the  Phase:   2 Version: A  
Purpose: S i tes  A uthor i ty  Board  S ta f f  Repor t  QA/QC: Watson  Date: 2019  Augus t  26  

Caveat: I n fo rmat ional  
Authority 
Agent: Fo r sy the Ref/File #:  

Notes:  Page: 1  o f  2  
 

Requested Action:  

No act ion requested. Discuss ion and poss ible direct ion to staff  regarding the 
status and progress of the S ites Reservoir  (and Maxwel l  Water Intert ie) Project’s 
environmental  planning and permitt ing efforts . 

Detailed Descript ion/Background: 

The S ites Project team has been di l igent ly work ing to complete key environmental 
planning and permitt ing efforts .  The status of the key efforts  underway is  provided 
below. 

  Cal i fornia Environmental Qual ity Act / Nat ional  Environmental Pol icy Act 
(CEQA / NEPA) – The Draft  Environmental Impact Report / Env ironmental  
Impact Statement (EIR/EIS) was developed in compl iance with CEQA / NEPA 
and released in August  2017. The comment per iod closed on January 15, 2018. 
The project team is  current ly developing responses to the comments received 
on the Draft  E IR/EIS.  Draft  responses to comments wi l l  be provided for review 
by the Ad Hoc Environmental and Permitt ing Work Group in the late October 
t imeframe. As the responses to comments are further developed, the team 
wil l  begin development of an Administ rat ive F inal  E IR/EIS.  

  Federal  Endangered Species Act – The project team is  current ly developing a 
draft  B iological Assessment in coordinat ion with the Bureau of Reclamat ion 
(Reclamation).  The Biological Assessment, when completed, wi l l  be submitted 
by Reclamation to in it iate the federal  Endangered Species Act compl iance 
with Nat ional  Marine F isher ies Serv ice and U.S. F ish and Wi ldl i fe Serv ice for the 
Project construct ion act ions and operat ion. An administ rat ive draft  B iological 
Assessment is  ant ic ipated to be ready for review by the Ad Hoc Environmental  
and Permitt ing Work Group in the early October t imeframe. 

  Nat ional Histor ic Preservat ion Act, Sect ion 106 – The project team is  current ly 
developing a Programmatic Agreement in coordinat ion with Reclamat ion.  
Reclamat ion wi l l  be the lead federal  agency for Sect ion 106 compl iance.  An 
administ rat ive draft  Programmatic Agreement is  ant ic ipated to be ready for 
review by the Ad Hoc Environmental  and Permitt ing Work Group in the late 
November t imeframe. 

  Cal i fornia Endangered Species Act (F i sh and Game Code Sect ion 2081) – 
Through the on-going discuss ions with the Cal i fornia Department of F ish and 
Wi ldl i fe descr ibed in the state report  for Agenda Item 6.2, the project team is  
developing in it ial  approaches for the 2081 permit  appl icat ion.  The team is  
current ly ant icipat ing developing two permit  appl icat ions – one for 
construct ion act ions and the second for operat ions.   Throughout the 
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remainder of 2019, the team wil l  be draft ing the permit  appl icat ions and 
support ing mater ials .   Administ rat ive draft  2081 permit  appl icat ions are 
ant icipated to be ready for review by the Ad Hoc Environmental and 
Permitt ing Work Group in the late February 2020 t imeframe. 

A number of other permit  appl icat ions and approvals  are ant icipated including, 
but  not l imited to the fol lowing: Clean Water Act, Sect ion 401 and 404; R ivers  and 
Harbors Act, Section 408 and 10; Central  Val ley F lood Protection Board 
Encroachment Permit ; Cal i fornia F ish and Game Code Sect ion 1600 (St reambed 
Alterat ion Agreements); State Lands Commiss ion lease agreement; and water 
r ights.  In addit ion, the team is  work ing on the draft  Adaptive Management Plan 
and the mit igat ion approach for the project. Al l  of  these permit  appl icat ions are 
in their  in it ial  stages of development with efforts shift ing to these in ear ly 2020.   

Prior Authori ty Board Action: 

None. 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source: 

None. 

Staff  Contact:  

Al i  Forsythe 

Attachments:  

None. 


