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122  OLD  HIGHWAY  99  WEST 

MAXWELL ,  CALIFORNIA 95955 
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JIM WATSON, GENERAL MANAGER 

530.410.8250 

 

YOLANDA TIRADO, CLERK 
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Board of Directors 
FRITZ DURST, RECLAMATION D ISTRICT 108, CHAIR 

GRAY ALLEN, PLACER COUNTY WATER AGENCY/C ITY OF ROSEVILLE, VICE-CHAIR 

GARY EVANS, COLUSA COUNTY SUPERVISOR 

LEIGH MCDANIEL, GLENN COUNTY SUPERVISOR 

DON BRANSFORD, GLENN-COLUSA IRRIGATION D ISTRICT 

JEFF SUTTON, TEHAMA-COLUSA CANAL AUTHORITY 

DOUG PARKER, WESTSIDE WATER D ISTRICT 

JOE MARSH, COLUSA COUNTY WATER D ISTRICT 

KERRY SCHMITZ, SACRAMENTO COUNTY WATER AGENCY/C I TY OF SACRAMENTO 

DON BADER, U.S BUREAU OF RECLAMATION (COST-SHARE PARTNER,  NON-VOTING) 

ROB COOKE, CA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES (EX-OFFICIO,  NON-VOTING) 

Associate Members (NON-VOTING) 

GREG JOHNSON, WESTERN CANAL WATER D ISTRICT 

JAMIE TRAYNHAM , TC 4  D ISTRICTS 

 

December 20, 2019 9:00 a.m. 

Sites Project Authority 

Minutes 

 
The Sites Project Authority Board of Directors met in Regular Session on December 20, 2019 at the hour 

of 9:00 a.m. Directors Present: Fritz Durst, Chairman, Gray Allen, Gary Evans, Jeff Sutton, Joe Marsh, 

Kerry Schmitz, Rob Cooke and Don Bader. Directors Absent: Leigh McDaniel, Doug Parker and Don 

Bransford. Alternate Directors Present: Logan Dennis, Zack Dennis, and Natalie Wolder. (Other 

Alternate Directors that may be listed as present below, did not participate in the decision-making 

process). Associate Members Present: Greg Johnson and Ted Trimble.  

 

Staff Present:  Jim Watson, General Manager 

   Scott Kuney, General Counsel 

   Jamie Traynham, Treasurer & TC-4 District Alternate 

Kevin Spesert, Joe Trapasso, Sites Project Authority 

   Yolanda Tirado, Clerk 

 

Others Present: John Spranza, HDR 

   Marcia Kivett, JP Robinette, Haley Traynham, Brown & Caldwell  

   Ed Horton, PCWA  

   Charlene Vaugh, KCOE-Isom 

   Juleah Cordi, Assemblyman Gallagher’s Office 

   Sara Katz, Sarah Rossetto, Katz & Associates 

   Gary Darling, Darling H20 

   Ryan Davis, USBR 

   Paul Kimura, Avery Associates 

   Keith Dunn, Dunn Consulting 

 
Pledge of  Al legiance.  

 

INTRODUCTIONS: 

 

Chairman Durst  asked those present to int roduce themselves.  

 

  

http://www.sitesproject.org/
http://www.sitesproject.org/
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AGENDA APPROVAL : 

 

Action:  I t  was moved by Di rector  Logan Dennis ,  seconded by Director  Zack Dennis  

to approve the December 20, 2019 Si te Project Authori ty Agenda , as presented.  

Mot ion carr ied: Al l  Di rectors present voted yes.  

 

MINUTES APPROVAL :  

 

Action:  I t  was moved by Di rector Evans, seconded by Di rector  Al len to approve the 

November 21, 2019 Joint  Si tes Project Authori ty  and Reservoir  Committee Minutes,  

as presented. Mot ion carr ied: Al l  Di rectors  present voted yes.  

 

Action:  I t  was moved by Director Sutton, seconded by Di rector  Schmitz to approve 

the November 25, 2019 Si tes Project Authori ty Minutes, as presented. Mot ion carr ied: 

Al l  Di rectors present voted yes.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION:  

 

Mr. Kuney announced a Closed Session matter would be considered after the 

Regular Agenda as fol lows:  

 

Conference with legal counsel  regarding s igni f icant exposure to l i t igat ion or 

adjudicatory proceedings (Govt . Code 54956. 9 (d)(2) and (4) 2 i tems).  

  

PERIOD OF PUBLIC COMMENT:  

 

Chairman Durst  cal led for a period of publ ic comment . Hearing none, he closed the 

period of  publ ic comment .  

 

1.  CHAIRPERSONS’ REPORT :   

 

Thi s  t ime i s  set  aside to al low the Chai r  and/or Vice-Chair  an opportunity to 

disclose/discuss i tems related to the Sites Project ; including any meet ings with 

external stakeholders to advance the Sites Project .  

 

Chairman Durst  provided an update on the Federal  B iological  Opinion  for the 

long-term operat ions of the CVP/SWP and the pending lawsuit  f i led by the 

State of Cal i fornia . 

 

Br ief di scussion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

 

1 .1  Consider approval  of an amendment to J.C. Watson, Inc ’s services contract 

monthly fee adjustment that  wi l l  be retroact ive to work performed after  

October 31, 2019.  

 

Chairman Durst  declared t ime to consider  an amendment to J.C. Watson, 

Inc.’s  services contract monthly fee adjustment retroact ive to work performed 

after  October 31, 2019. Chairman Durst  and Ms. T raynham provided an  

overview of the process taken to determine the cost  of l iv ing adjustment .   

 Di rector Marsh expressed concern regarding the cost  of  l iv ing adjustment 

increase, not ing he felt  the project had not advanced much. Director  Sutton 

requested clar i f icat ion on the 4% increase.  Discussion fol lowed.  

 

Action:  I t  was moved by Director  Al len,  seconded by Director  Schmitz  to 

extend the contract with J .C. Watson,  Inc.,  through June 30, 2020 and 



MINUTES                                     Friday, December 20, 2019 
 

 
 PAGE 3 OF 7 

increase the cost  of l iv ing adjustment  fee from $32,467 to $38,230 and 

authorized the Chai r  to s ign . Mot ion carr ied: Al l  Di rectors  present voted  yes, 

with the except ion of Di rectors Marsh and Sutton . 

 

1 .2  Organizat ional Assessment :  

 

1 .2.1  Consider approval of  the November 14, 2019 draft  Organizat ional Assessment 

with a plan and schedule on addressing the report ’s  f indings and act ions.  

 

Action:  I t  was moved by Director Marsh, seconded by Di rector Al len to 

approve the November 14, 2019 draft  Organizat ional Assessment with a plan 

and schedule on addressing the report’s f indings and act ions .  Mot ion carr ied: 

Al l  Di rectors present voted yes.  

 

1 .2.2  Consider approval  of  an updated organizat ion chart .  (Attachment 1.2-2A)  

Action:  I t  was moved by Director Evans, seconded by Director  Sutton to 

approve the updated Organizat ion Chart . Mot ion carr ied: Al l  Di rectors  

present voted yes.  

 

1 .2.3  Consider approving Avery Associates to serve as a Recruiter  for  an Execut ive 

Director  posit ion and the appointment  of an Inter im Execut ive Di rector .  

(Attachment 1.2-3A)  

Action:  I t  was moved by Director Dennis , seconded by Director  Sutton to 

approve a contract with Avery & Associates to serve as a Recruiter for an 

Execut ive Di rector posit ion. Mot ion carr ied : Al l  Di rectors present voted yes.  

 

1 .2.4  No requested act ion. Informational  i tem for di scussion on the status of 

developing a schedule and securing a faci l i tator to assist  the Authori ty to 

develop a Sites Reservoir  Project st rategic plan.  

 

Chairman Durst  provided an update on securing a faci l i tator  for the Sites 

Reservoi r  Project . Br ief di scussion fol low ed with no act ion taken.  

1.2.3  Mr. Kuney stated that a part  of Agenda I tem 1.2. 3 included the appointment 

of  an Inter im Execut ive Director and inquired as to whether that st i l l  needed 

to occur. Br ief  di scussion fol lowed.  

 

Action:  I t  was moved by Director Evans, seconded by Director  Sutton to 

appoint  J im Watson as the Inter im Execut ive Di rector .  Mot ion carr ied: Al l  

Di rectors present voted yes.  

 

1 .2.5  Consider approval of an amendment to the Darl ing H20 Consult ing, Inc 

contract to expand the scope of  work, increase the contract amount from 

$24,952.50 to $89,952.50 and extend the contract from December 31, 2019 

through June 30, 2020.  

Action:  I t  was moved Director  Evans, seconded by Director  Schmitz to 

approve an amendment to the Darl ing H20  Consult ing, Inc contract to 

expand the scope of  work, increase the contract amount from $24,952.50 to 

$89,952.50, extend the contract’s  term of performance from December 31, 

2019 through June 30, 2020 and authorize the General  Manager to s ign. 

Mot ion carr ied: Al l  Di rectors present voted yes.  
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2 .  BOARD MEMBER REPORTS:  (No act ion wi l l  be taken )  

 

Thi s t ime is  set  aside to give the Directors an opportunity to disclose/discuss 

i tems related to the Sites Project ; including any meet ings with external 

stakeholders  to  advance the Sites Project .  

 

 Di rector  Sutton provided an update on a meet ing with the Commissioner of  

Reclamation regarding the integrat ion  of  this project with the CVP. Br ief  

discussion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

  

3.  CONSENT AGENDA:   

  

 None.  

 

4.  MANAGER’S REPORT:    

 

4 .1  Discussion and possible direct ion to staff  regarding the Sites Project’s monthly 

status report . (Attachment 4-1A)  

 

 Mr. Watson provided an overview of project  act ivi t ies  performed in the 

months of November and December 2019 as fol lows:  

•  Cont inued discussions with CDFW. 

•  Cont inued support  of Reclamation on the Feasibi l i ty Report .  

•  Cont inued to advance the Affordabi l i ty Analysi s .  

•  Ms. Forsythe part icipated as a panel  member at the PPIC event 

regarding environmental water budgets .  

•  Ms. Forsythe provided comments at the Humboldt County Board of  

Supervi sors  meet ing regarding revis i t ing their  support  of the S ites 

Project . 

Letters received from the Board of Supervisors of the County of  

Humboldt regarding a Request  for  Revis ion and Recirculat ion of  Draft  

E IR/EIS for Si tes Reservoir  Project  and a Request  to Protect Humboldt  

County’s Tr in i ty River Interest  f rom Adverse Impacts caused by the Sites 

Reservoi r  Project .  Discussion fol lowed. Fol lowing discussion, Mr. Spesert  

stated a response to these letters  i s  being prepared . 

4.2  Discussion and poss ible direct ion to staff  regarding Proposit ion 1, WSIP 

act ivi t ies  and WI IN Act Funding.  

 

 Mr. Watson provided a review of Proposit ion 1, WSI P act ivi t ies  and WI IN Act  

Funding as fol lows:  

•  1 s t  Invoice: Cal i fornia Water Commission  (CWC) direct deposit  for the 

f i r st  EFA invoice was made in the amount of  $2.77 mi l l ion .  

•  2n d  Invoice: CWC staff approved the second EFA invoice in the amount 

of  $1.25 mi l l ion.  

•  3 r d  Invoice: Staff  submitted the thi rd invoice for  work performed from 

July 1 through September 30, 2019 in the amount of  $ 2.1 mi l l ion . 
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•  CWC had a meet ing on December 18, 2019 and approved a regulat ion  

that defines what  i s  needed for  a proj ect to be consi stent with 

Proposit ion 1, speci f ical ly WSIP, that enables a project to be el igible for  

WI IN Act funding. Br ief di scussion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

•  CWC deferred act ion on their  st rategic plan to January 2020 ,  

discussions on the Governor’s  Resi l ience Port fol io, Delta conveyance 

and discussions on Publ ic Pol icy Inst i tute of  Cali fornia’s  new report  on 

pr ior i t ies for Cal i fornia’s water .   

•  Preparing an end of  year status report  for  USDA. 

•  House approved the f i scal  year 2020 appropriat ions bi l l  that included 

$6 mi l l ion for the Sites Reservoir  that was in the Secretary of  Inter ior’s  

February 2019 letter  to Congress recommending projects be funded  

and which has now been approved by Congress and i s  w ait ing to be 

s igned into law under HR 1865. Discussion fol lowed as to next steps with 

no act ion taken.  

•  Reclamation staff ing changes to their  team working on the Sites 

Project . 

•  Received counter-s igned Amendment to the 2015 Cost -share MOU from 

Reclamation .  

•  Working on the Financial  Ass istance Agreement targeted to have 

executed in March 2020 . 

 

5.  2019 FINANCE & BUDGET AD HOC COMMITTEE :   

 

5 .1  Accept the Treasurer’s  Report . (Attachment 5-1A) 

 

 Action:  I t  was moved by Di rector  Logan Dennis , seconded by Director  Sutton 

to accept the Treasurer’s Report ,  as submitted. Mot ion carr ied: Al l  Di rectors  

present voted yes.  

 

5 .2  Consider  approval  of  the monthly Payment of  Claims. (Attachment 5-2 A&B)  

 

 Action:  I t  was moved by Director  Sutton, seconded by Di rector  Al len to 

approve the monthly Payment of Claims , as submitted. Mot ion carr ied: Al l  

Di rectors present voted yes.  

 

5 .3 Chairman Durst  inqui red as to whether the  Board Members would be opposed 

to approving Agenda I tems 5.3 through 5.10 as a s ingle mot ion. Br ief  

discussion fol lowed with no opposit ion made to approving Agenda I tems 5.3 

through 5.10 as one mot ion.  

 

 Action:  I t  was moved by Director Zack Dennis , seconded by Di rector Evans to 

approve Agenda I tem Numbers 5.3 through 5.10 as fol lows:  

 

5 .3  Approve an amendment to the HDR Engineer ing ,  Inc.’s  (HDR) (Project 

Integrat ion) contract period of performance by extending their  task order 

from December 31, 2019 to June 30, 2020, with no change in their  cost  and 

authorize the General  Manager to s ign. (At tachment 5-3A)  

 

5 .4  Approve a modif icat ion to the AECOM contract period of performance  by 

extending the contract from December 31, 2019 through June 30, 2020, with 
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no change in cost  and authorize the General  Manager to s ign . (Attachment 

5-4A)  

 

5 .5 Approve an amendment to Katz and Associates, Inc.’s (Katz) 

(Communicat ions) contract period of performance by extending thei r  task 

order from December 31, 2019 through June 30, 2020 with no change in their  

cost  and authorize the General  Manager to s ign . (Attachment 5-5A)  

 

5 .6  Approve an amendment to Bender Rosenthal ,  Inc.’s (BRI )  (Real Estate) 

contract period of performance by extending thei r  task order from December 

31, 2019 through June 30, 2020 with no change in their  cost  and authorize the 

General  Manager to s ign . (Attachment 5-6A)  

  

5 .7  Approve an amendment to ICF Jones and Stokes, Inc.’s (ICF) (Environmental 

Planning and Analys is)  contract  period of  performance by extending thei r  

task order from December 31, 2019 through June 30, 2020 with no change in 

their  cost  and author ize the General  Manager to s ign .  (At tachment 5-7A)  

 

5 .8  Approve an amendment to ICF Jones and Stokes, Inc.’s (ICF) (Permitt ing and 

Agreements) contract period of  performance by extending their  task order 

from December 31, 2019 through June 30, 2020 with no change in thei r  cost  

and authorize the General  Manager to s ign.  (Attachment 5-8A)  

 

5 .9  Approve an amendment to CH2M Hi l l  Engineers ,  Inc.’s (CH2M) (Operat ions 

Simulat ion Model ing) contract period of  performance by extending thei r  ta sk 

order from December 31, 2019 through June 30, 2020 with no change in their  

cost  and authorize the General  Manager to s ign.  (Attachment 5-9A)  

 

5 .10 Approve an amendment to the Fugro USA Land Inc.’s (Fugro) (Geology and 

Geotechnical) contract period of performance by extending their  task order 

from December 31, 2019 through June 30, 2020 with no change in thei r  cost  

and authorize the General  Manager to s ign.  (Attachment 5-10A)  

 

Mot ion carr ied: Al l  those Directors present  voted yes.  

 

5 .11 Consider  approval  of an amendment to the Young Wooldr idge contract to 

increase thei r  fee schedule . (Attachment 5-11A)  

 

 Action:  I t  was moved by Di rector Sutton, seconded by Di rector  Logan Dennis  

to approve an amendment to the Young Wooldr idge contract to increase 

their  fee schedule, as presented. Mot ion carr ied: Al l  those Di rectors  present 

voted yes.  

 

5 .12 Consider  approval of the Authori ty budget for Authori ty -funded act ivi t ies  in  

f i scal year 2020, which occurs between January 1, 2020 and December 31,  

2020. (Attachment 5-12A)  

 

 Action:  I t  was moved by Director Schmitz, seconded by Di rector Evans to 

approve the Authori ty budget for Authori ty - funded act ivi t ies  in f i scal year 

2020, which occurs  between January 1, 2020 and December 31, 2020 . Mot ion 

carr ied: Al l  those D irectors  present voted yes.  

 

6.  Phase 2 (2019) RESERVOIR COMMITTEE :    

 

6 .1  Report  on the December 19, 2019 Phase 2 (2019) Reservoi r  Committee 

meet ing (Attachment 6-1A) .   
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 Mr. Watson provided a review of act ions approved and matters discussed at  

the December 19, 2019 Phase 2 (2019)  Reservoir  Committee Meet ing .  

 

6 .2 Consider approval  of an updated project descr ipt ion based on the Value 

Planning Efforts .   

 

 Mr. Watson provided a br ief  update on an updated project  descr ipt ion based 

on the Value Planning Ef forts .   

 

Br ief di scussion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

 

6 .3 Discussion and possible di rect ion to staff  on the key del iverable descr ipt ions 

and prel iminary costs to include in the revised Phase 2 (2019) Work Plan, 

support ing a revised complet ion date from December 31, 2019 to June 30, 

2020. (Attachments  6-3 A)   

 

 Mr. Watson provided an update on the key del iverable descr ipt ions and 

prel iminary costs to include in the revised Phase 2 (2019) Work Plan. He stated 

at the Reservoir  Committee Meet ing a lengthy discussion was held and a 

Committee Member felt  h i s home board would need more t ime to decide, 

and a 2-month extension was agreed upon. Thi s wi l l  extend the part icipat ion 

agreement through August  31, 2020.  

 

Discussion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

 

7.  2019 POLICY & GOVERNANCE AD HOC COMMITTEE :  

 

 Mr. Kuney provided a br ief  update on AB5, a Cal i forn ia law which l imits  the 

use of classi fying workers as independent contractors rather than employees 

by companies and i ts  possible effect on the Sites Project Authori ty.  

 

 Discussion fol lowed with no act ion taken. 

 

8.  2019 LEGISLATIVE & OUTREACH AD HOC COMMITTEE :    

8 .1  Discussion and possible di rect ion to staff regarding federal  and state 

governmental  affai rs/ legis lat ive, stakeholder engagement and 

communicat ions act ivi ty .  

 Di rector Sutton provided an update regarding federal  and state 

governmental  affai rs/ legis lat ive, stakeholder engagement and 

communicat ions act ivi ty  i .e.,  Appropriat ions bi l l ,  Feinst ein/Garner bi l l ,  and 

future t r ip to DC.  

 

9.  2019 LAND MANAGEMENT AD HOC COMMITTEE :    

 

9 .1 Discussion and possible direct ion to staff  regarding the real estate, land 

management , s i te faci l i ty act ivi t ies and early geotechnical  explorat ions.  

 

 Mr. Spesert  provided a br ief  update on the status of  engagement and 

outreach effort s , as wel l  as geotechnical  act ivi t ies .  

 

 Br ief di scussion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  
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Chairman Durst  declared a recess at 11:00 a.m. to convene into Closed Session  at  

11:05 a.m. to consider the fol lowing Closed Session matter :  

 

10.  CLOSED SESSION:  

  

10.1  Conference with legal counsel  regarding s ignif icant exposure to l i t igat ion or  

adjudicatory proceedings (Govt . Code 54956.9(d)(2) and (4) 2 i tems) .  

 

Chairman Durst  adjourned Closed Session at 11:10 a.m. and reconvened into Open  

Session.  

 

11.  REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION: 

 

 Chairman Durst  announced as to the conference with legal  counsel  regarding 

s igni f icant  exposure to l i t igat ion or adjudicatory proceedings (Govt . Code 

54956.9(d)(2) and (4)  2 i tems), there was no reportable act ion taken . 

 

Chairman Durst  adjourned the meet ing at 11:12 a.m. to reconvene on January 22, 

2020 at the hour of 1:30 p.m. 

 

_________________________ _________________________ 

 

Fr i tz  Durst ,  Chai rman Yolanda Ti rado, Clerk  


