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SITES PROJECT AUTHORITY 
P.O.  BOX 517 

122  OLD  HIGHWAY  99  WEST 

MAXWELL ,  CALIFORNIA  95955 

www.SitesProject.org  
 

 

JERRY BROWN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

925.260.7417 

 

YOLANDA TIRADO, CLERK 

530.438.2309 

Boardclerk@SitesProject.org 

Board of Directors 
FRITZ DURST, RECLAMATION D ISTRICT 108, CHAIR  

JEFF SUTTON, TEHAMA-COLUSA CANAL AUTHORITY,  V ICE-CHAIR 

GARY EVANS, COLUSA COUNTY SUPERVISOR 

LEIGH MCDANIEL, GLENN COUNTY SUPERVISOR 

LOGAN DENNIS,  GLENN-COLUSA IRRIGATION D ISTRICT 

BRUCE HOUDESHELDT, PLACER COUNTY WATER AGENCY/C ITY OF ROSEVILLE 

DOUG PARKER, WESTSIDE WATER D ISTRICT 

JOE MARSH, COLUSA COUNTY WATER D ISTRICT 

JEFF HARRIS,  C ITY OF SACRAMENTO/SACRAMENTO COUNTY WATER AGENCY 

DON BADER, BUREAU OF RECLAMATION (COST-SHARE PARTNER, NON-VOTING) 

ROB COOKE, CA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES (EX-OFFICIO, NON-VOTING) 

Associate Members (NON-VOTING) 

GREG JOHNSON, WESTERN CANAL WATER D ISTRICT 

JAMIE TRAYNHAM, TC 4  D ISTRICTS 

 

July 22, 2020 1:30 p.m. 

Sites Project Authority 

Minutes 
 

CALL TO ORDER  & ROLL CALL  

 

Chai rman Durs t  cal led the meet ing of  the S i tes P roject Author i ty  Board of  Di rectors  

to order at the hour of  1:30 p.m.,  fol lowed by the Pledge of  A l legiance.  

 

INTRODUCTIONS:  

 

Chai rman Durst  asked those present to in t roduce themselves.  (Attachment A )  

 

AGENDA APPROVAL:  

 

I t  was moved by Di rector  Dennis ,  seconded by Di rector  Sutton to approve the July 

22,  2020 S i tes  Project  Author i ty  Agenda,  as presented. Mot ion carr ied:  Al l  D i rect ors  

present voted yes.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION:  

 

Counsel  Kuney announced the Author i ty  Board of  Di rectors  would cons ider  the 

fol lowing Closed Sess ion matter :  

 

5 .1  Execut ive Di rector’ s  Three -Month Per formance Review  (Govt .  Code§ 

54954.5(e)) .   

 

PERIOD FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:  

 

Chai rman Durst  cal led for  publ ic  comment.  Hear ing none,  he c losed the per iod of  

publ ic comment.  
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1.  CONSENT AGENDA:  I t  was moved by Di rector  Houdesheldt ,  seconded by 

Di rector  Harr i s  to approve Consent Agenda I tem Numbers 1.1  through 1 .7 

as fol lows:      
 

1.1  Approve the June 24 ,  2020 Phase 2 Author i ty  Board Meet ing Minutes.  

 

1 .2  Accept the S i tes  P roject Author i ty  Treasurer ’s  Report  as  presented in  

Attachment 1 .2A.  (Attachment A)  

 

1 .3  Approve the Payment of Cla ims as presented in Attachment 1.3A with 

support ing detai ls  provided in  Attachment 1.3B .  (Attachments  A,  B  & C)  

 

1.4  Adopt  Resolut ion No. 2020-03, providing al l  of the duties, authori t ies and 

responsibi l i t ies to the Authori ty’s Execut ive Director that were previously  

delegated to the Authori ty’s  General  Manager  and authorize the Chai rman 

to s ign. (Attachment  A)  

 

1 .5  Approve the revised changes to the Authori ty  Consul t ing Services Agreement.  

(Attachment  A)  

 

1 .6  Approve the Coordinat ion,  Legi s lat ive Outreach, Land Management and 

Joint  Budget and F inance Workgroups Charter  Document  updates.  

(Attachment A & B)  

 

1.7 Approve an amendment to Brown and Caldwel l ’s  (Project Controls)  contract 

and task order scope of  work and budget  and authorize the Executive 

Director  to s ign.  (Attachment A)  

 

 Motion carr ied:  Al l  those Di rectors  present voted yes.  

 

2 .  Act ion I tems :                                                  

 

2 .1  Consider  acceptance of  the Financial  Auditor’s Report .  (Attachments  A & B)  

 

 Act ion:  I t  was moved by  Di rector  Harr i s ,  seconded by Di rector  Sut ton to 

accept the S i tes  P roject Author i ty  Annual  F inancial  Report  wi th Independent  

Auditor ’s  Report  There December 31,  2019,  as submitted.  Mot ion carr ied:  Al l  

those Di rectors  present voted yes.  

 

2 .2  Consider  approval of release of  a Request  for  Qual i f ications  (RFQ) to in i t iate 

the procurement of  legal services to support the acquis i t ion of the water  

r ights  permits and approvals  needed to support the project.  (Attachment  A)  

 

 Mr. B rown spoke to the fol lowing:   

•  Release of  the RFQ for  the procurement  of  legal  serv ices to support  

the acqui s i t ion  of  the water  r ights  permi ts  and approvals  needed to 

support  the S i tes Pro ject .  

•  Select ion panel  cons i st ing of  the Execut ive Di rector  and the R eservoi r  

Committee and Author i ty  Board Coordinat ing Committees,  w i th room 

for  volunteers .  
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•  Select ion cr i te r ia  and process .  

•  L i s t  of  f i rms  inv i ted to propose for  the water  r ights  legal  serv ices.  

 D iscuss ion fol lowed,  wi th Di rectors  Sutton and Harr i s  volunteer ing to s i t  on  

the select ion panel .  

  

 Act ion:  I t  was moved by Di rector  Sutton,  seconded by Di rector  Denni s  to 

approve the re lease of  a RFQ to in i t iate the procurement  of  legal  serv ices  

to support  the acqui s i t ion  of  the water  r ights  permits  and approval s  needed 

to support  the project.  Mot ion carr ied:  A l l  those Di rectors  p resent  voted yes .  
 

3.  Discuss ion and Informat ion I tems :  

 

3.1 Review and comment on the condit ional ly approved August  2019 Water  

Storage Pol icy and consideration of  updates to al ign with Value Planning.  

Recognize the storage pol icy serves as the foundational document to 2021 

key mi lestones of creating a Plan of  Finance and Oper ations Plan and refer 

consideration of  updates to the ad hoc Engineering and Operations 

Workgroup.  (Attachment  A)  

 

 Ms .  Forsythe provided an overv iew of  the Storage Pol icy condit ional ly  

approved in  August  2019 and spoke to the fol lowing:  

•  Current Pol icy :  

o  Foundational  Components.  

•  Potential  Areas for  Change: 

o  Value Planning identi f ied individual part icipant constraints and 

needs which the Reservoi r  Committee may wish to consider in the 

pol icy.  

o  State and Federal  part icipation.  

o  Delegating ref inement of Pol icy to the ad hoc Reservoir  

Operations & Engineering Workgroup.  

•  The Foundation of the Sites Project :  

o  Storage Pol icy.  

o  Plan of Finance.  

o  Operations Plan.  

•  Next Steps:  

o  Refer to Reservoir  Operations and Engineering Workgroup for  

pol icy updates.  

▪  Target revis ions and determine i f  fur ther work i s  needed in 

2 months.  

▪  Individual agency legal review.  

•  In i t iate Plan of Finance development.  

▪  Review approach at September meeting.  
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•  Continue to develop operations Plan along with permits  and operating 

agreements.  

Discussion fol lowed with no action taken.  

 

3.2  Review and comment on the approach being taken for  the model ing basel ine 

for the EIR/EIS analys is.  

 

Ms.  Forsythe provided an overview of the approach being taken for the 

model ing basel ine for the E IR/EIS analysi s and spoke to the fol lowing:  

 

 Key Operational Analysis  Factors –  Basel ine:   

•  Basel ine Considerations .  

o  Crit ical  to the EIR/E IS evaluation .  

o  Model ing basel ine.  

o  Controversary throughout planning process .  

o  CEQA Lead Agency .  

•  Potential  Model ing Basel ine Approaches Cons idered:  

o  Reclamation ROC on LTO Al ternative 1/Proposed Act ion 

publ i shed December 2019.  

o  SWPITP Alternative 2b/Proposed Project publ i shed March 2020.  

o  2019 SWP Del ivery  Capabi l i ty  Report  (DCR2019)  combined 

basel ine in development by DWR.  

•  ROC on LTO Al ternative 1/Proposed Action Basel ine -Pros and Cons.  

•  SWP ITP Al ternative 2b/Proposed Project Basel ine -Pros and Cons.  

•  DCR2019 Combined ROC on LTO and SWP ITP Basel ine -Pros and Cons.  

•  Proposed Approach: 

o  Continue development with ROC on LTO basel ine.  

o  Incorporate SWP ITP actions after release of f inal  DCR2019.  

•  This approach provides:  

o  The most defined and expedient start ing point for analysi s of S i tes 

Project operations.  

o  Best  represents Shasta Lake t iered cold water  pool management.  

o  Use of the merged Si tes vers i on of the model developed for the 

Reclamation Feasibi l i ty Report wi l l  expedite model development.  

•  Operations cr i ter ia for  SWP ITP actions wi l l  be incorporated based on 

DCR2019 as soon as avai lable.  

•  Conduct addit ional gap and sensit iv i ty analyses to evaluat e addit ional  

operations that are needed to support  the Sites Project planning and 

permitt ing process.  
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•  Continue to evaluate approach and modify as necessary.  

Discussion fol lowed with no action taken.  

 

3.3  Review and comment on the Credit  Reimbursement Pol icy Revis ions.  

(Attachments  A & B)  

 

Ms. Traynham provided an overview of the Draft Funding Credit and 

Reimbursement Pol icy revis ions.  She spoke to the changes proposed in  the 

draft  revised Pol icy as fol lows:  

•  Section 6 , Part icipation Pr ior i ty .  

•  Section 10.3, L imitation on Reimbursements .  

•  Added Section 14,  Provis ion for  Buy- in  After Phase 1 .  

•  Added Section 15, Provis ion for Phase 2 Rebalancing and True -up 

Process.  

Ms. Traynham stated comments are being requested from the part icipants  

by July 27,  2020 and wi l l  return wi th any revis ions/modif ications to the 

Funding Credit  and Reimbursement Pol icy at the August 21, 2020 Reservoir  

Committee meeting for further consideration.   

 

Discussion fol lowed with no action taken.   
 

3.4 Receive status update on prel iminary part icipation levels,  outreach efforts  

related to maintaining project subscr ipt ion in  Second Amendment to 2019 

Reservoi r  Project Agreement (Amendment 2) and the process of rebalancing 

part icipation.   (Attachment  A)  

 

 Mr.  Brown provided an update on the prel iminary part icipation levels and 

outreach efforts  related to maintaining project subscr ipt ion in  Second 

Amendment to 2019 Reservoi r  Project Agreement and the process of  

rebalancing part icipation.   

 

He stated Paci f ic Resources has expressed an interest in  10,000 ac. feet  of  

water .   

 

Br ief di scussion fol lowed with no action taken.  

 

3.5 Review and comment on the July  2020 Quarter ly  Update of the plan and 

schedule for addressing the Organizational Assessment f indings and 

recommendations.  (Attachment  A)  

 

 Mr. Brown provided a br ief update of the plan and schedule for addressing 

the Organizational Assessment f ind ings and recommendations.  

 

Br ief di scussion fol lowed with no action taken.  

 

3.6   Review and comment on the Strategic Planning Session Draft Agenda .  

(At tachment  A)  
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 Mr. Brown provided a br ief update on the St rategic Planning Session  Draft  

Agenda and asked whether anyone had any suggest ions or  addit ions to the 

proposed Agenda. He also stated August  13,  2020 has been scheduled for the 

St rategic Planning Session.   

 

Br ief di scussion fol lowed with no action taken.  

 

Chairman Durst  encouraged al l  to attend the Strategic Planning Session .  

 

4.  Reports :                                         

 

4.1  Member’s  Reports :  

 

4.1.1  Chairpersons’  Report :   

 

Th i s  t ime i s  set  as ide to al low the Chai r/Co -Chai r  an opportuni ty  to 

disc lose/discuss  i tems re lated to the S i tes  Project.  

 

Chai rman Durst  provided a br ief  update of  meet ings  and discuss ion s held 

with Mr.  B rown, Execut ive Di rector .  He also expressed h i s  appreciat ion to 

Sara Katz,  Sarah Rossetto and Er in  Heydinger on a job wel l  done on the Town 

Hal l  meet ings that  were held on July  14 and July  15 ,  2020.  

 

4 .1.2  Committee Chairpersons’  Report :      

 

Th i s  t ime i s  set  as ide to al low the Committee  Chairpersons’  an opportuni ty  

to disc lose/di scuss i tems re lated to the S i tes  Project.  

 

Legi s lat ive and Outreach  

Di rector  Sutton provided a br ief  update regarding var ious  legis lat ive 

matters .  He also echoed Chai rman Durst ’ s  comments regarding the Town 

Hal l  meet ings.  

 

Mr.  Speser t  provided a br ief  update regard ing State and Federal  matters  as  

fol lows:  

 

State:  

•  Commented out of sess ion due to COVID and Budgetary  i ssues.  

•  Cali fornia Water  Commission: Coal i t ion letter re :  COVID rel ief .   

 Federal :  

•  Tracking Appropriat ion Bi l l s .  

•  Call  with Commissioner Burman re: Si tes 2.0 and Value Planning  

Al ternative.  

•  Fol low-up cal l  with Inter ior  Secretary Bernhardt  re: cal l  wi th 

Commissioner .   

•  Burman. 
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Land Management :  

 

D i rector  Evans stated landowner meet ings have been scheduled to star t  on 

July  23,  2020.  

 

4 .1.3  Author i ty  Board Part ic ipant Reports :    

 

Th i s  t ime i s  set  as ide to al low Di rectors  or  thei r  Al ternates an opportuni ty  to 

disc lose/discuss  i tems re lated to the S i tes  Project.  

 

 None.  

 

4 .2  Execut ive Di rector’s  Report :  

 

•  Si tes Pro ject’s  month ly  status report .  (Attachment  4-2 A)  

•  Reservoi r  Commit tee  Meet ing  update on act ions  taken and discuss ions 

held.  

•  Increase in  Consul tant task order amounts.  

•  Pro ject Object ives  and Al ternat ives  re lated to the Envi ronmental  

Document.  

•  Provided an update on Cal i forn ia Water  Commiss ion act ions  as fol lows :  

o  Update on the S ix  Agency Let ter .  

o  Tabled the January 1,  2022 deadl ine .  

o  Facebook post  by “Save Our  Salmon” group  in  opposi t ion  to the 

S i tes Pro ject .  

o  Comments  received f rom Sier ra Club ,  Fr iends of  the River ,  

Defenders of  Wi ld l i fe in  opposi t ion to the Temperance F lat  

Pro ject ,  but no comments were made regarding the S i tes  

Pro ject .  

 

RECESS:  

 

Chai rman Durst  declares a recess at 3:14  p.m. and convened into Closed Sess ion  

to cons ider  the fol lowing matter :  

 

5.  Closed Sess ion  

 

5.1  Execut ive Di rector’ s  Three -Month Per formance Review  (Govt .  Code§ 

54954.5(e)) .   

 

Chai rman Durst  adjourned Closed Sess ion at  3:40  p.m. ,  and reconvened into Open  

Sess ion.  

 

Counsel  Kuney announced there was no reportable act ion taken on the Closed  

Sess ion matter  regarding the Execut ive D i rector’ s  Three -Month Per formance  

Review (Govt.  Code Sect ion 54954.5(3)) .  
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6.  Future Meet ings  and Schedules :  

 

6 .1  Suggested Future Agenda I tems.  

 

 None.  

 

6 .2  Upcoming meet ings :  

 

S TRATEGIC P L ANNING SESS ION  

AUGUST  13,  2020 

TBD 
( TE L E C O N F E R E N C I N G  A N D  V I D E O  L I N K  W I L L  B E  P R O V I D E D  A S  A N  O P T I O N )  

 

RESERVOIR  COMMITTEE   

FR IDA Y ,  AUGUST  21,  2020  9:00  AM 

Si tes Pro ject  Off ice,  122 Old Highway 99W Maxwel l ,  CA  95955 
( TE L E C O N F E R E N C I N G  A N D  V I D E O  L I N K  W I L L  B E  P R O V I D E D  A S  A N  O P T I O N )  

 

AUTHORI TY  BOARD  

WEDN ESDA Y ,  AUGUST  26,  2020  1:30P M  

S i tes Pro ject  Off ice  
( TE L E C O N F E R E N C I N G  A N D  V I D E O  L I N K  W I L L  B E  P R O V I D E D  A S  A N  O P T I O N )  

 

Chai rman Durst  adjourned the meet ing at 3:34 p.m.  

 

 

 

___________________________________  ________________________________ 

Fr i t z  Durst ,  Chai rman     Yolanda T i rado, Board Clerk  
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Current Voting Authority Board Participants :  

 

Par t i c ipant  ✓  Representa t ive  ✓  Al ternate  Others  

Colusa County  Gary Evans  Mike Azevedo  

Colusa County Water District  Joe Marsh  Doug Griffen  

Glenn County  Leigh McDaniel  John Viegas  

Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District  Logan Dennis  Don Bransford Thad Bettner 

Reclamation District 108  Fritz Durst  Sean Doherty  

City of Roseville / Placer 
County Water Agency 

 Bruce Houdesheldt  Joshua Alpine  

Tehama-Colusa Canal Authority  Jeff Sutton  Halbert Charter  

City of Sacramento / 

Sacramento County Water 
Agency 

 Jeff Harris 
 

Brett Ewart 

Ann Sanger 
 

Westside Water District  Doug Parker  Zach Dennis  

Associate Members (2 non-vot ing) :  

Par t i c ipant  ✓  Representa t ive  ✓  Al ternate  Others  

TC-4  Jamie Traynham 
 

 

Tom Charter 

Jason Holley 
 

Western Canal Water District 
 
 

Dwayne Chisam 
Ted Trimble 

 
 

Zach Dennis 
Dan Ruiz 

 

 

Non-Voting Committee Participants (2): 

 

Par t i c ipant  ✓  Representa t ive /Other  ✓  Al ternate /Other   

Dept of Water Resources  Rob Cooke  David Sandino  

  Ajay Goyal  Jim Wieking  Dave Arrate 

Bureau of Reclamation  Richard Welsh  Don Bader  Chris Duke  

 
 

 

Ryan Davis 

Natalie Wolder  

 

 

Derya Sumer 

David Van Rijn  

 Mike Mosley 

   Shana Kaplan 
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Authority,  Non-Signatory (6):  

  

Par t i c ipant  ✓  Representa t ive  ✓  Al ternate   

PCWA  Ed Horton 
 Ben Barker 

Darin Reintjes 
 

Roseville  Sean Bigley 
 

 

Trevor Joseph 

Jason Marks 
 

Sacramento County WA Co Kerry Schmitz 
 

 

Michael Peterson 

William Busath 
 

 
Staff:  

 

✓ Name Represent ing  

 Brown, Jerry Sites Project Authority 

 Forsythe, Ali Sites Project Authority 

 Spesert, Kevin Sites Project Authority 

✓ Name Represent ing  

 Trapasso, Joe Sites Project Authority 

 Tirado, Yolanda Sites Project Authority 

 Kivett, Marcia Sites Project Authority 

 

Consultants:  

 

✓ Name Represent ing  

 Alexander, Jeriann Fugro 

 Boling, Robert HDR 

 Briard, Monique ICF 

 Floyd, Kim Floyd 

 Herrin, Jeff AECOM 

 Heydinger, Erin HDR 

 Katz, Sara Katz & Associates 

✓ Name Represent ing  

 Kuney, Scott Young Wooldridge 

 Luu, Henry HDR 

 Robinette, JP Brown & Caldwell 

 Spranza, John HDR 

 Tull, Rob Ch2m 

 Warner Herson, 

Laurie 
Phenix 

Other Attendees: (Check box to  have  emai l  address added to  the d is t r ibut ion l is t)  

Name Represent ing  Contac t  (Phone & E -mai l )  

Laura Nicolson Office of Senator Jim Nielsen  

Michael Grinstead Sacramento County  

Dave Underwood Sacramento County  

Scott Brown LWA  

Juleah Cordi 
Office of Assemblymember 
Gallagher 

 

Craig Fechter CPA  
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Other Attendees: (Check box to  have  emai l  address added to  the d is t r ibut ion l is t)  

Name Represent ing  Contac t  (Phone & E -mai l )  

Matt Brady South County Farms  

Conner McDonald CMD West  

Charles Gardiner Catalyst Group  

Grace Lui Fugro  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 


