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GARY EVANS, COLUSA COUNTY SUPERVISOR 
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LOGAN DENNIS,  GLENN-COLUSA IRRIGATION D ISTRICT 

BRUCE HOUDESHELDT, PLACER COUNTY WATER AGENCY/C ITY OF ROSEVILLE 

DOUG PARKER, WESTSIDE WATER D ISTRICT 

JOE MARSH, COLUSA COUNTY WATER D ISTRICT 

JEFF HARRIS,  C ITY OF SACRAMENTO/SACRAMENTO COUNTY WATER AGENCY 

DON BADER, BUREAU OF RECLAMATION (COST-SHARE PARTNER, NON-VOTING) 

ROB COOKE, CA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES (EX-OFFICIO, NON-VOTING) 

Associate Members (NON-VOTING) 

GREG JOHNSON, WESTERN CANAL WATER D ISTRICT 

JAMIE TRAYNHAM, TC 4  D ISTRICTS 

 

 

April 22, 2020 1:30 p.m. 

Sites Project Authority 

Minutes 
 

The S i tes  Project Author i ty  Board of  Di rectors  met in  Regular  Sess ion on Apr i l  22,  

2020 at the hour of  1 :30 p.m. Directors  Present :  F r i tz  Durst ,  Chai r ,  Jef f  Sut ton,  Vice -

Chai r ,  Gary  Evans ,  Logan Dennis ,  Doug Parker ,  B ruce Houdesheldt,  Jeff  Harr i s ,  

Le igh McDaniel ,  Don Bader and Rob Cooke.  Directors  Absent :  Joe Marsh.  (Other  

A l te rnate D i rector s  that  may be l i s ted as  present  be low,  d id not  par t ic ipate in  the  

dec is ion -mak ing proc ess) .   

 

Staff  present:    Jer ry  Brown,  Execut ive Di rector  

     J im Watson,  General  Manager  

     Scott  Kuney,  General  Counsel  

     Jamie T raynham, Treasurer  

     Kevin Spesert ,  Joe Trapasso,  Al i  Forsythe,  Lee Freder ik sen,   

     Yolanda T i rado,  S i tes Project  Author i ty  

 

Associate    Jamie T raynham, TC-4 

Members present:    Ted Tr imble,  Western Canal  Water  Dis t r ict  

 

Al ternate  

Di rectors  present:    B ret t  Ewart ,  Ci ty  of  Sacramento/Sacramento County Water  

 

Others  p resent:    Natal ie Wolder,  Bureau of  Reclamation  

     JP  Robinette,  Marcia K ivett ,  B rown and Caldwel l  

     Ed Horton,  PCWA 

     E r in  Heydinger ,  Robert  Bol ing,  HDR 

     Connor McDonald,  CDM West  

     Thad Bettner ,  GCID  

     Laur ie  Warner Herson,  Phenix  

     Sara Katz ,  Katz  and Associates  
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Mr.  Brown provided a br ie f  update on the process to be used for  th i s  meet ing 

(Remotely  held) .  He also spoke to the rest ructur ing of  the Agenda.  

 

P ledge of  Al legiance.  

 

INTRODUCTION:  

 

Chai rman Durst  asked those present to in t roduce themselves.  

 

Chai rman Durs t  made t ime to cons ider  ap proval  of  the Apr i l  22,  2020 S i tes P roject 

Author i ty  Agenda.  

 

Mr.  B rown requested Agenda I tem 2.1c be removed f rom the Apr i l  22,  2020 

Agenda. He also br ief ly  spoke to the s t ructure of  the Agenda.   

 

Mr.  Kuney stated there was a typo on the Government  Code Sect ion of  Agenda 

I tem 5.1  Closed Sess ion and noted 54857 (b)(1)  should be 54957(b)(1)) .  

 

AGENDA APPROVAL :  

 

Act ion :  I t  was moved by Di rector  Evans,  seconded by Di rector  Harr i s  to  approve 

the Apr i l  22 ,  2020 S i tes P roject Author i ty  Agenda, as amended. Mot ion car r ied:  Al l  

D i rectors  present voted yes.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION:  

Mr.  Kuney announced the Author i ty  Board would be cons ider ing Closed Sess ion  as 

fol lows:  

 

Independent Contractor/Publ ic Employee/Di sc ip l ine/Di smi ssal /Release  (Gov.  

Code,  § 54954.5(e)  and 54957(b)(1)) .  

 

PERIOD OF PUBL IC COMMENT :  

 

Chai rman Durst  cal led for  a  per iod of  publ ic comment .  Hear ing none,  he c losed 

the per iod of  publ ic comment.  

 

1 .  Consent  Agenda: I t  was moved by Jeff  Harr i s ,  seconded by Jeff  Sut ton to 

approve Consent Agenda I tem Numbers  1.1 through 1.5 as fo l lows:   
 

1.1  Approval  of  the March 25,  2020 S i tes Project Author i ty  Meet ing Minutes.  

 

1.2  Acceptance of  the S i tes Project Author i ty  Treasurer’ s  Report .   

 

1 .3  Approval  of  the monthly  Payment of  Cla ims.   

 

1.4 Approval  of a consul t ing agreement with CH2M Hi l l  Engineers,  Inc. (CH2M)  for 

Service Area HC –  Engineering Conveyance and approve an in it ial  task order 

and budget in  the not to exceed amount of  $597,023.00 for  services through 

August 31, 2020 .   
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1.5  Approval  of  a consul t ing agreement wi th AECOM for Service Area HR –  

Engineering Reservoir  and approve an in it ial  task order and budget for 

services in  the not to exceed amount of  $599,381.00 for services through 

August 31, 2020.  Motion carr ied:  Al l  Di rectors present voted yes.  

2 .  Act ion I tems :                                                  

 

2 .1  Consider  acceptance of  the fol lowing i tems that ref lect the di rect ion to be  

taken in  advancing the Project through the next stage of  development :  

a.  Consider approval of the f inal  report t i t led “Si tes Project Value Planning 

Al ternatives Appraisal  Report,  dated Apri l  13,  2020” and the 

recommendations presented within and a recommen dation to the Si tes 

Project Authori ty to approve the f inal  report t i t led “ Si tes Project Value 

Planning al ternatives Appraisal  Report,  Apri l  13, 2020” and the 

recommendations presented within. (Attachment 2-1.a A)  

b.  Consider approval of  the work plan with a p eriod of  performance of 

September 1,  2020 to December 31 ,  2021 for  the fol lowing uses:  Planning 

cash cal l  t iming for  part icipating agencies, Producing a draft Exhibit A, 

“Amendment 2 Work Plan”, to the Second Amendment to 2019 Reservoir  

Project Agreement and Developing consultant task orders  for the next 

stage of  project development. (Attachment 2-1.b A)  

c.  Consider approval of the draft  Second Amendment to the 2019 Reservoi r  

Project Agreement. (Attachment 2-1.c A)  

d.  Consider di rection for staff to revise and re circulate a Draft Environmental  

Impact Report  (E IR) to analyze the environmental  effects  of  the options 

identi f ied in the Final  Si tes Project Value Planning Al ternatives Appraisal  

Report  dated Apri l  13, 2020 (Report) ,  including VP7. (Attachment 2-1.d A)  

2.1.a Consider approval of the f inal  report t i t led “Sites Project Value Planning 

Al ternatives Appraisal  Report,  dated Apri l  13, 2020” and the 

recommendations presented within and a recommendation to the Si tes 

Project Authori ty to approve the f inal  report t i t led “Si tes Project Value 

Planning Al ternatives Appraisal  Report,  Apri l  13, 2020” and the 

recommendations presented within.  (Attachment 2-1.a A)   

 

Mr.  Brown provided an update regarding the Si tes Project Value Planning 

Al ternatives Appraisal  Report ,  date d Apri l  13, 2020 ,  which,  incorporated al l  

pr ior  comments by the Authori ty  Board and Reservoir  Committee members 

from the March 30, 2020 Workshop. He stated thi s report  i s  the f inal  resolve to 

the project as i t  relates to al l  the different al ternatives and analyses  

completed. Discussion fol lowed regarding conveyance, reservoi r  s i ze and 

decrease/increase of  subscr ipt ion/part icipation, repayment costs  and 

hydropower capacity.  

 

 Action:  I t  was moved by Sutton, seconded by Harr i s  to approve the f inal  report  

t i t led “Si tes Project Value Planning Alternatives Appraisal  Report,  dated Apri l  

13,  2020” and the recommendations p resented within and a recommendation 

to the Sites Project Authori ty to approve the f inal  report t i t led “Sites Project 

Value Planning A l ternatives Appraisal  Report,  Apri l  13, 2020” and the 
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recommendations presented within.  Motion carr ied: Al l  Di rectors  present 

voted yes.  

 

Chairman Durst  expressed his appreciation to Mr. Watson, AECOM and staff  on their   

hard work to get to this point .  

 

2.1.b Consider  approval  of  the work plan with a period of performance of 

September 1,  2020 to December 31, 2021 for  the fol lowing uses:  Planning cash 

cal l  t iming for part icipating agencies, Producing a draft Exhibi t A, 

“Amendment 2 Work Plan”, to the Second Amendment to 2019 Reservoir  

Project Agreement and Developing consul tant task orders  for  the next stage 

of  project development. (Attachment 2-1.b A)   

 

Mr. Robinette provided an overview of the Work Plan (Amendment 2) f rom  

September 1, 2020 through December 31,  2021  and spoke to the fol lowing:  

•  Work Plan Goals and Schedule Targets.  

•  Project Schedule Targets.  

•  Del iverables.  

•  Rebalancing process.  

•  Revenue Budget which includes Cash cal l s,  annual seat dues,  State and 

Federal  Funding.  

•  Expense Budget.  

•  Work Plan Cash Flow ($60/AF, due September 1, 2020 and $40/AF,  due 

February 1, 2021) .  

•  Activi t ies needed to complete the Planning Phase.  

Br ief di scussion fol lowed as to whether the repayment/reimbursement credi t was  

included in the f inancial  plan.  Mr.  Brown stated i t  was not included in the f inancial   

plan.  

 

 Action:  I t  was moved by Houdesheldt, seconded by Sutton to approve the 

work plan with a per iod of performance of September 1,  2020 to December 

31,  2021 for  the fol lowing uses:  Planning cash cal l  t iming for  part icipating 

agencies, Producing a draft Exhibit A, “Ame ndment 2 Work Plan”, to the 

Second Amendment to 2019 Reservoir  Project Agreement and Developing 

consul tant task orders for the next stage of  project development.   

 

 Motion carr ied: Al l  Di rectors present voted yes.  

 

2.1.c  Consider  approval of  the draft  Second Amendment to the 2019 Reservoir  

Project Agreement. (Attachment 2-1.c A)  

 

 Pursuant to Mr.  Brown’s request ,  Chairman Durst  removed the approval  of  the 

draft  Second Amendment to the 2019 Reservoi r  Project Agreement  f rom the 

Agenda.  

 

2 .1.d  Consider  d i rect ion for  staff  to revise  and reci rculate a Draf t  Envi ronmental  

Impact Report  (E IR)  to analyze the envi ronmental  ef fects  of  the opt ions  
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ident i f ied in  the F inal  S i tes  Project  Value Planning Al ternat ives  Apprai sa l  

Report  dated Apr i l  13,  2020 (Report) ,  inc luding VP7.  (Attachment 2-1 .d A)  

 

 Act ion:  I t  was moved by Harr i s ,  seconded by Evans to di rect  staff  to revise 

and recirculate a  Draft  E IR to analyze the environmental  effects  of  the options 

identi f ied in  the Final  Si tes Project Value Planning Alternatives Appraisal  

Report  dated Apri l  13, 2020  (Report) ,  including VP7.   

 

 Motion carr ied: Al l  Di rectors present voted yes.  

 

2 .2  Consider  approval  of  the S i tes P ro ject message platform which has been 

incorporated into informational  mater ia l s  descr ib ing the resul ts  of  the value 

p lanning effor t  and the proposed work p lan and wi l l  be used for  

communicat ing the Pro ject  to a l l  audiences .  (Attachments  2-2 A, B,  C & D)  

 

 Mr.  B rown and Mr .  Speser t  provided an update regarding the S i tes Project  

message platform and i t ’ s  5  key message themes and proof  statements  that 

wi l l  serve as the foundat ion of  a l l  future messaging for  the project and in  

informational  mater ia l s .  

  

 Mr.  Spesert  spoke to the 5 Key messages as fol lows:  

•  Key Message 1:  S i tes  Reservoi r  i s  a  21 s t  Century  Mul t i -Benef i t  Solut ion  

to Cal i forn ia’s  Water  Rel iabi l i ty  Chal lenges .  

•  Key Message 2:  Our  St rength  i s  in  our  d iverse s tatewide Par t ic ipat ion .  

•  Key Message 3 :  S i tes  Reservoi r  i s  a “Right  S i zed” Pro ject that wi l l  meet  

our water  supply  needs for  today and in  the future .  

•  Key Message 4 :  S i tes  Reservoi r  provides envi ronmental ,  water  supply ,  

f lood protect ion and recreat ion benef i t s  for  the State of  Cal i forn ia for  

generat ions to come.  

•  Key Message 5:  We are on -t rack  to del iver  th i s  v i ta l  pro ject  for  the 

people of  Cal i forn ia .  

 Mr.  Speser t  a l so spoke to a rol lout p lan wi th in the next few months,  e .g.  pres s  

re lease,  E -b last ,  Landowner newsletter ,  meet ing with Yolo County Superv i sor  

Dwayne Chamber l in  and var ious other  media act iv i t ies .   

 

 B r ief  d i scuss ion fol lowed.  

 

 Act ion:  I t  was moved by Harr i s ,  seconded by Dennis  to approve the S i tes 

Pro ject  message platform which has been incorporated into informational  

mater ia l s  descr ib ing the resul t s  of  the value planning effort  and the  

proposed work p lan and wi l l  be used for  communicat ing the Project  to a l l  

audiences .   

 

 Mot ion carr ied:  Al l  D i rectors  present  voted yes.  

 

2 .3  Consider  acceptance of the fol lowing actions by the Authori ty  Board relative 

to the approved Organization Assessment (OA) Report  as fol lows:  
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a.  Consider acceptance of  the plan and schedule for addressing the report 

f indings and recommendations.  (Attachment 2-3 A)  

b.  Consider concurrence with the scope, schedule and budget for strategic 

planning faci l i tat ion services. (Attachment 2-3 B)  

c.  Consider approval to release a Request for  Proposals for  st rategic 

planning faci l i tat ion services.  

Mr. Brown provided a br ief  update on the approved OA Report  which 

included f indings and recommendations aimed at improving the overal l  

effectiveness of the organization.  Br ief  di scussion fol lowed regarding the RFP.  

He stated the Selection Committee would be conduct ing interviews and 

asked whether anyone would be interested in serving on the Selection 

Committee. Br ief  di scussion fol lowed as to whether the RFPs would be 

avai lable to others  of the publ ic who would be interested in  submitt ing and 

RFP.  

Ms.  Dyer volunteered to serve on the Selection Committee  for  st rategic 

planning faci l i tat ion services.  

 

Action:  I t  was moved by Houdesheldt, seconded by Harr i s  to accept the 

fol lowing actions by the Authori ty Board relative to the approved 

Organization Assessment (OA) Report as fol lows:   

a.  Acceptance of  the plan and schedule for  addressing the report  f indings 

and recommendations.   

 

b.  Concurrence with the scope, schedule and budget for st rategic 

planning faci l i tat ion services.  

c.  Approval to release a Request for Proposals for strategic planning 

faci l i tat ion services.   

 

Motion carr ied: Al l  Di rectors present voted yes.  

 

3 .  Discuss ion and Informat ion I tems :   

 

3.1 Review and comment on the letter received f rom part icipating member 

Wheeler  Ridge-Maricopa Water  Storage Dist r ict (Wheeler  Ridge) request ing a 

broad water r ight place of use commitment from the Project.  (Attachment 3-

1 A & B)  

 

Mr. Brown provided a br ief update regarding a letter  received from 

part icipating member Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa Water Storage Dist r ict  in  

which they were request ing a broad water r ight place of  use commitment 

from the Project. He stated Wheeler-Ridge i s sati sf ied with their  response to 

this  matter and no action i s required at this t ime.  

 

3.2 Review and comment on status of the Service Area G –  Real Estate contract.  

 

Mr. Spesert  provided an update on the Service Area G –  Real  Estate contract.  

He stated thi s  matter  was delegated to the Joint  Authori ty/Reservoi r  

Committee Coordination Committee on how to proceed, which resul ted in  
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the decis ion to al low the exist ing Real Estate contract to expi re  June 30, 2020.  

He further  stated Real Estate services through 2021 wi l l  be l imited to securing 

temporary r ight of entry (TROE) permits in  support of engineering and 

envi ronmental f ield activi t ies and to support  landowner engagement 

activi t ies .  Authori ty agents would be taking care of any real estate activi t ies.   

 

Br ief di scussion fol lowed with no action taken.  

4.  Reports :                                                        

 

4.1  Member’s  Reports :  

 

4.1.1  Chairpersons’  Report :   

 

Th i s  t ime i s  set  as ide to al low the Chai r/Co -Chai r  an opportuni ty  to 

disc lose/discuss  i tems re lated to the S i tes  Project.  

 

Pol icy and Governance:  

 

Chai rman Durst  s tated due to the COVID -19 s i tuat ion di f fe rent modes of  

communicat ion with State and Federal  members have come about  

( remotely  held meet ings) .  He provided a br ief  update on the fol lowing:  

•  Discuss ions/meet ings wi th Congressman LaMalfa and Congressman 

Garamendi .  

•  Work ing on schedul ing meet ings wi th s taff  f rom Senator  Feinste in ,  

Senator  Nie l sen and Assemblyman Gal lagher’s  off ices.  

•  Expressed appreciat ion to Sara Katz ,  Katz & Associates  for  messaging 

ass i s tance.  

•  Need to reach out  to NGOs.  

•  Coordinat ion Committee twice per month meet ings.  

Legi s lat ive & Outreach Ad hoc Commit tee :  

 

Vice-chai rman Sutton concur red wi th Chai rman Durst  regarding the need to 

reach out to the NGOs.  He spoke to explor ing funding opportuni t ies that 

ar i s ing f rom the s t imulus  and the Messaging Plat form.  

 

Mr.  Speser t  s tated in  addit ion to the meet ing with s taf f  f rom Senator  

Feinstein’s  off ice ,  a meet ing with staff  f rom Congressman Huffman’s off ice 

i s  a l so scheduled.  He s tated fur ther  a  meet ing wi th the Legi s lat i ve and 

Outreach Commit tee to discuss  ref in ing and pr ior i t i z ing federal  funding 

st rategy wi l l  be scheduled with in  the next week or  two.  

 

4 .1.2  Committee Chairpersons’  Report :      

 

Th i s  t ime i s  set  as ide to al low the Committee  Chairpersons’  an opportuni ty  

to disc lose/di scuss i tems re lated to the S i tes  Project.  

 

Land Management Ad hoc Committee :  
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Director  Evans stated a meet ing  has been scheduled for  Apr i l  23,  2020  with  

Yolo County Superv i sor  Chamber l a in regarding the pipel ine.  He s tated 

fur ther  contact wi th  indiv idual  landowners regarding the pipel ines  has a l so 

been in i t iated.  

 

Budget and F inance  Ad hoc Commit tee :  

 

Ms .  T raynham stated the 2019 Annual  Audit  i s  a lmost  completed and a 

Report  on same wi l l  be presented at the May 27,  2020 Author i ty  meet ing .   

 

4 .1.3  Author i ty  Board Part ic ipant Reports :    

 

Th i s  t ime i s  set  as ide to al low Di rectors  or  thei r  Al ternates an opportuni ty  to 

disc lose/discuss  i tems re lated to the S i tes  Project.  

 

 None.  

 

4 .2  Execut ive Di rector ’s  Report :  

  

D i rector  B rown provided a br ief  overv iew of  the fol lowing:  

•  Si tes Pro ject’s  month ly  status rep ort .  (Attachment  4-2 A)  

•  Si tes Project’s  monthly  Proposi t ion  1,  WSIP  act iv i t ies  and WI IN Act  

Funding.  (At tachment 4-2 B)  

•  Reservoi r  Commit tee update.  

 

RECESS:  

 

Chairman Durst  declared a recess at  3:20 p.m.  and convened into Closed Sess ion  

at  3:25 p .m. to cons ider  the fol lowing matter :  

 

5.  Closed Sess ion :                      

 

5 .1  Independent Contractor/Publ ic Employee/Disc ip l ine/Di smissal/Release 

(Govt .  Code §§ 54954.5(e)  and 54957(b)(1) ) .  

 

Chai rman Durst  adjourned Closed Sess ion at  3:40 p .m.  and reconvened into Open  

Sess ion.  

 

6.  Report  f rom Closed Sess ion :   

  

 Mr. Kuney s tated as to Closed Sess ion regarding the Independent 

Contract/Publ ic Employee/Disc ip l ine/Di smissal/Release (Gov.  Code Sect ion 

54954(e)  and 54957(b)(1)) ,  he announced the Author i ty  Board voted to 

approve an agreement between the Author i ty  and JC Watson,  Inc with  

regard to the S i tes P roject.  

 

7 .  Future Meet ings  and Schedules :  

 

7 .1  Mr.  Brown s tated th i s  i s  on  for  any Board member who might want  to add an 

i tem to the May 27,  2020 Agenda .  
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7 .2  Upcoming meet ings :  

 

RESERVOIR  COMMITTEE  

THURSDA Y ,  MA Y 21,  2020  1:00  PM 

CALL NUMBER AND LOCATION TBD 

 

AUTHORI TY  BOARD  

WEDN ESDA Y ,  MA Y 27,  2020  1:30  PM 

CALL NUMBER AND LOCATION TBD 

 

Chai rman Durst  adjourned the meet ing at 3:45 p.m.  

 

 

 

___________________________________                  __________________________________ 

Fr i t z  Durst ,  Chai rman                                        Yolanda T i rado, Board Clerk  

 
 


