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SITES PROJECT AUTHORITY 
P.O.  BOX 517 

122  OLD  HIGHWAY  99  WEST 

MAXWELL ,  CALIFORNIA  95955 

www.SitesProject.org  
 

 

JIM WATSON, GENERAL MANAGER 

530.410.8250 

 

YOLANDA TIRADO, CLERK 

530.438.2309 

Boardclerk@SitesProject.org 

Board of Directors 
FRITZ DURST, RECLAMATION D ISTRICT 108, CHAIR  

JEFF SUTTON, TEHAMA-COLUSA CANAL AUTHORITY,  V ICE-CHAIR 

GARY EVANS, COLUSA COUNTY SUPERVISOR 

LEIGH MCDANIEL, GLENN COUNTY SUPERVISOR 

LOGAN DENNIS,  GLENN-COLUSA IRRIGATION D ISTRICT 

BRUCE HOUDESHELDT, PLACER COUNTY WATER AGENCY/C ITY OF ROSEVILLE 

DOUG PARKER, WESTSIDE WATER D ISTRICT 

JOE MARSH, COLUSA COUNTY WATER D ISTRICT 

JEFF HARRIS,  C ITY OF SACRAMENTO/SACRAMENTO COUNTY WATER AGENCY 

DON BADER, U.S BUREAU OF RECLAMATION (COST-SHARE PARTNER, NON-VOTING) 

ROB COOKE, CA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES (EX-OFFICIO, NON-VOTING) 

Associate Members (NON-VOTING) 

GREG JOHNSON, WESTERN CANAL WATER D ISTRICT 

JAMIE TRAYNHAM, TC 4  D ISTRICTS 

 

March 25, 2020 1:30 p.m. 

Sites Project Authority 

Minutes 
 

The S i tes Project Author i ty  Board of  Di rectors  met in  Regular  Sess ion on March 25,  

2020 at the hour of  1 :30 p.m. Directors  Present :  F r i tz  Durst ,  Chai r ,  Jef f  Sut ton,  Vice -

Chai r ,  Gary Evans,  Logan Dennis ,  Doug Parker ,  B ruce Houdesheldt,  Jef f  Har r i s ,  Don 

Baber and Rob Cooke. Alternate Di rectors  Present :  Michael  Azevedo, Ted Tr imble,  

Natal ie Wolder.  (Other Al ternate Di recto rs  that may be l i s ted as present below, did 

not part ic ipate in  the deci s ion -making process) .  Associate Members  Present : 

Jamie Traynham, Ted Tr imble .  

 

Staff  present:   

   J im Watson,  General  Manager  

   Scott  Kuney,  Genera l  Counsel  

   Jamie Traynham, Treasurer  

   Joe T rapasso,  Al i  For sythe,  S i tes  Project Author i ty  

   Yolanda T i rado, Board Clerk  

 

Others  p resent:  JP Robinette,  Marcia  K ivett ,  B rown and Caldwel l  

   Ed Hor ton,  PCWA 

   Robert  Bol ing,  E r in  Heydinger ,  Lee Freder iksen,  HDR.  

   Thad Bettner ,  GCID  

   Jer ry  Brown,  Waterology Consul t ing  

   Laura Warner Herson ,  Phenix  

   Gary Dar l ing,  Dar l ing H20  

   Connor McDonald  

   Sara Katz,  Katz and Associates  

 

Mr.  Watson provided a br ief  update on the process to be used for  th i s  meet ing 

(Remotely  held) .  

 

P ledge of  Al legiance.  
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Chairman Durst  asked those present to in t roduce themselves.  

AGENDA APPROVAL :  

 

Act ion :  I t  was moved by Di rector  Har r i s ,  seconded by Di rector  Sutton to a pprove 

the March 25,  2020 S i tes P roject Author i ty  Agenda, as submitted.  Mot ion carr ied:  

Al l  those Di rectors  present voted yes.  

 

MINUTES APPROVAL :  

 

Act ion :  I t  was moved by Di rector  Dennis ,  seconded by Di rector  Sutton to approve 

the Minutes of  the February 26 ,  2020 S i tes Project Author i ty  Minutes,  as submi tted.  

Mot ion carr ied:  Al l  those Di rectors  present voted yes,  w i th the except ion of  

Di rector  Houdesheldt who abstained.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION:  

Mr.  Kuney announced the Author i ty  Board would be cons ider ing Closed Sess ion  as 

fol lows:  

 Publ ic Employee Appointment (Gov.  Code, §  54957)  

 T i t le:  Execut ive Di rector  

 

PERIOD OF PUBL IC COMMENT :  

Chai rman Durst  cal led for  a  per iod of  publ ic comment .  Hear ing non e,  he c losed 

the per iod of  publ ic comment.  

Chai rman Durs t  s tated he was having i s sues wi th h i s  connect ion and asked Vice-

chai r  Sut ton to cont inue with the meet ing unt i l  he could reso lve those i s sues.  

Vice-chai r  Sutton cont inues Agenda I tem numbers 1 through 1.1 for  the presence 

of  Chai r  Durs t  as fol lows:  

1.  CHAIRPERSONS’  REPORT :   

 

Th i s  t ime i s  set  as ide to al low the Chai r  &/or  Vice Chai r  an opportuni ty  to 

disc lose/discuss i tems re lated to the S i tes Project;  including any meet ings  

wi th external  s takeholders  to advance the S i tes  Project.  

 

1.1  Conduct Authori ty Board Election for the posi t ion of Secretary for calendar 

year  2020.  

 

2 .  BOARD MEMBER REPORTS:  (No action wil l  be taken)                                   

 

Th i s  t ime i s  set  as ide to give the Di rectors  an opportuni ty  to di sc lose/  di scuss 

i tems re lated to the S i tes  Project ;  including any  meet ings  wi th external  

stakeholders  to  advance the S i tes Project.  

 

None.  

 

3.  CONSENT AGENDA:   

 

None.  

 

4 .  MANAGER’S  REPORT:   
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4 .1  Discuss ion and poss ib le di rect ion to s taff  regarding the Si tes Project’s  

month ly  status repor t .  (Attachment  4-1A)  

 

 Mr. Watson provided a br ief  overv iew of project act iv i t ies  performed in the 

months of  March and Apr i l  2020 as fol lows:  

•  Cont inue to advance Value Planning and Affordabi l i ty  Analyses .  

•  Cont inue to support  Reclamation on complet ion of  thei r  Feas ib i l i ty  

Report ,  inc luding the coordinat ion of  b iological  and cul tura l  

monitor ing along with land access  for  the NODOS Feasib i l i ty  

Geotechnical  Invest igat ions.  

•  Cont inue to conduct landowner coordinat ion act iv i t ies .  

•  Cont inue effor ts  to develop the Work P lan  through December  2021.  

•  Delay ing approval  of  engineer ing task order mater ia l s  including 

scope, budget and schedule for  serv ice areas HC (Conveyance) and 

HR (Reservoi r ) .  

 

4 .2  Discuss ion and poss ib le di rect ion to s taff  regarding Proposi t ion 1 ,  WSIP 

act iv i t ies  and WI IN Act Funding.   

 

 Mr. Watson provided a review of Proposi t ion 1,  WSIP act iv i t ies  and WI IN Act 

Funding as fol lows:  

 

 Proposi t ion 1 :  

•  Submit t ing next  Invoice to CWC by end of  week in  the amount  of  

$1.9m.  

•  Submit t ing next Quarter ly  Report  in  Apr i l .  

•  Cal i forn ia Water  Commiss ion  did not hold thei r  meet ing March 18,  

2020 and wi l l  not reconvene again  unt i l  May 20,  2020.  

 USDA: Noth ing to report .  

 

 Federal  Appropr iat ions :  

 

 Responded to quest ions f rom Senator  Feins te in in  advance of  the 

Appropr iat ions Hear ing wi th the quest ions focused on the schedule and cost  

to complete Feasib i l i ty  Study and E IS .  

 

 Ms .  Kennedy provided a br ie f  update on the progress/schedule of  thei r  

Feas ib i l i ty  Report .  B r ief  d i scuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

 

Chai rman Durst  i s  now present.  

 

1.  CHAIRPERSONS’  REPORT :   
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Th is  t ime i s  set  as ide to al low the Chai r  &/or  Vice Chai r  an opportuni ty  to 

disc lose/discuss i tems re lated to the S i tes Project;  including any meet ings  

wi th external  s takeholders  to advance the S i tes  Project.  

 

 Chai rman Durst  and Mr.  Dar l ing provided an update regarding the  fol lowing:  

 

•  Faci l i tator  for  the s t rategic p lanning.  

•  Execut ive Di rector  se lect ion.   

B r ief  d i scuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

 

1.1  Conduct Authori ty Board Election for the posi t ion of Secretary for calendar 

year 2020.  

 

 Chairman Durst  stated Ms. T i rado was appointed to the posit ion of Secretary  

at the previous Authori ty Board meeting in er ror and a Secretary posit ion for  

calendar year 2020 st i l l  needs to be appointed. He further  stated the matter  

before the Board i s the election of  the Secretary posi t ion for  calendar year 

2020. Director Harr i s  nominated Director Dennis  as the Secretary of The Si tes 

Project Authori ty for calendar year 2020.  

 

 Chairman Durst cal led for further nominations. Hearing none, he closed the 

nominations for the Secretary posi t ion.  

 

 Action:  I t  was moved by Di rector  Houdesheldt , seconded by Director  Sutton 

to appoint  Di rector  Dennis as the Secretary of the Sites Project Authori ty for 

calendar year 2020. Motion carr ied: Al l  those Directors present voted yes.  

             

5 .  2019 F INANCE & BUDGET AD HOC COMMITTEE :   

 

5 .1  Accept the Treasurer’s  Report .  (Attachment 5-1A)  

 

Act ion :  I t  was moved by Di rector  Evans ,  seconded by Di rector  Dennis  to 

accept the Treasurer’ s  Report ,  as  submitted.  Mot ion carr ied:  Al l  those 

Di rectors  present voted yes.  

 

5 .2  Consider  approval  of  the monthly  Payment of  Cla ims.  (Attachment  5-2A &  B)  

 

Act ion :  I t  was moved by Di rector  Harr i s ,  seconded by Di rector  Houdesheldt  

to approve the monthly  Payment  of  Cla ims,  as  submit ted.  Mot ion carr ied:  Al l  

those Di rectors  present voted yes.  

 

6.  Phase 2 (2019)  RESERVOIR COMMITTEE :    

 

6 .1  Report  on the March 19,  2020 Phase 2 (2019)  Reservoi r  Committee meet ing .  

(Attachment  6-1A & B)  

  

 Mr.  Bettner  and Mr.  Watson provided a review of act ions approved and 

matters  d i scussed at  the March 19,  2020 Phase 2 (2019)  Reservoi r  Committee 

meet ing.  

 

 Chai rman Durst  s tated the Joint  Reservoi r  Committee and Author i ty  Board 

Workshop to be held on March 30,  2020 i s  very  important and encouraged 
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al l  part ic ipants and thei r  a l te rnates and thei r  Home Board members to 

attend.  

  

6.2 Discussion and possible direc tion to staff  regarding value planning efforts and 

the next steps to develop an updated project descr ipt ion .  

 

 Mr. Watson provided an update on the value planning efforts stating i t  i s  near 

completion.  He also spoke to the updated project descr ipt ion , E IR 

reci rculation and the EIS .  B r ief discussion fol lowed with no action taken.  

6.3  Discussion and possible direction to staff  regarding the development of the 

updated work plan for  the period of  performance start ing September 1, 2020 

and ending December 31,  2021 in  accordance with a proposed Amendment 

2 to the current Part icipation Agreement.  

 

 Mr.  Watson provided a  br ief  update on the value planning process and an 

updated work  p lan through December  31,  2021 ,  He stated the work  p lan 

would need to  be approved in  Apr i l ,  wi th a summary  of  the work  p lan to be 

included in the Home Board packet.  He stated af ter  Apr i l  the work p lan 

would cont inue to be advanced.  

 

 Mr.  Robinette  provided an overv iew of the proposed process for  developing 

a Work P lan and an overal l  schedule of  work to be completed for  September  

2020 through December 2021 and spoke to the fol lowing:  

•  Process and schedule to execute Amendment 2 Agreement.  

•  Goals and object ives through end of  2021.  

•  Status of  Work P lan schedule.  

•  Status of  Work P lan budget.  

•  Prel iminary scope by  subject and deferred work.  

•  Revenue and Assumptions.  

•  Prel iminary Cash Cal l  invoice schedule.  

•  Prel iminary Cash F low for  Reservoi r  Committee and Author i ty  Board.  

•  Prel iminary Key Consul tant Cost  Al locat ion by Subject (Res ervoi r  

Committee Funded).  

•  Envi ronmental  P lann ing Lead and Support  (Draft  and F inal  E IR/E IS,  

Prop 1 Feasib i l i ty  Report  and Publ ic benef i t  agreements -Prop 1) .  

•  Permi tt ing Lead and Support .  

•  GO/No-Go decis ion points .  

•  Contr ibuted credi t  (not included in budget/work p lan) .  

Ms.  T raynham stated at the Reservoi r  Committee meet ing held on March 19,  

2020 a rol l  cal l  was taken of  a l l  the part ic ipants regarding deferr ing the 

contr ibuted credi t  and re imbursement of  same.  She stated fo l lowing the rol l  

cal l  i t  was unanimously  decided not to provide any re imbursement  at th i s  

t ime.  
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B r ief  d i scuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

 

6 .4  Discussion and possible direction to staff  regarding the proposed amendment 

to the current part icipation agreement  and support ing documents.   

 

 Mr. Watson and staff/consultants provided an update of  support ing  

documents to be included in the home board package in Apr i l  as fol lows:  

•  Amended Phase 2 Part icipation Agreement wi th updated work plan.  

•  Value Planning Report.  

•  Draft Storage Pol icy.  

•  2019 Annual Report.  

•  A four-page prospectus and a template PowerPoint  for  presentation to 

respective home boards.  

Br ief di scussion fol lowed with no action taken.  

  

7.  2019 POLICY & GOVERNANCE AD HOC COMMITTEE :    

 

 None.  

 

8.  2019 LEGISLAT IVE & OUTREACH AD HOC COMMITTEE :    

 

 D i scuss ion and poss ib le di rect ion to s taff  regarding federal  and state govern 

mental  affa i r s/ legis lat ive,  stakeholder engagement  and communicat ions  

act iv i ty .  

  

 D i rector  Sutton provided a br ief  update regarding federal  and s tate 

governmental  af fa i r s/ legis late,  s take holder engagement and 

communicat ions act iv i t ies  as fol lows:  

  

Legi s lat ive Day scheduled for  la te March has been cancel led/postponed 

indef in i te ly .  

•  DC tr ip has been rescheduled.  

•  Support  of  Senator  Feinste in  B i l l  re:  WI IN Act .  

•  Explor ing mul t ip le opportuni t ies for  project dol lar s .  

•  St imulus  funding.  

•  Value planning effor ts  and reci rculat ion  of  the E IR.  

9.  2019 LAND MANAGEMENT AD HOC COMMITTEE :    

 

 D i scuss ion  and poss ib le di rect ion to s taff  regarding real  es tate,  land 

management,  s i te faci l i ty  act iv i t ies  and ear ly  geotechnical  explorat ions.  

 

 None.  

 

RECESS:  
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Chairman Durst  declared a recess at  3: 07 p.m.  and convened into Closed Sess ion  

at  3:12 p .m. to cons ider  the fol lowing matter :  

 

10.  Closed Sess ion :  

 

10.1  Publ ic Employee Appointment (Gov.  Code, §  54957)  

 T i t le:  Execut ive Di rector  

 

Chai rman Durst  adjourned Closed Sess ion at 3 :47  p.m.  and reconvened into  

Regular  Sess ion.  

 

11.  Report  f rom Closed Sess ion :   

 

 Mr.  Kuney s tated as to Closed Sess ion  regarding the Pub l ic Employee 

Appointment (Gov.  Code Sect ion 54957)  T i t le:  Execut ive Di rector ,  he 

announced at  the conclus ion of  the Author i ty  Closed Sess ion,  the Author i ty  

Board voted unanimously  to approve the select ion of  an Execut ive Di rector  

for  the S i tes  Project Author i ty ;  Mr.  Jer ry  B rown,  Pr incipal  and CEO of 

Waterology Consul t ing.  Further ,  the Author i ty  Board approved the form and 

execut ion of  an agreement between the S i tes  P roject  Author i ty  and Mr.  

Brown (Waterology consul t ing)  to serve as the Execut ive Di rector  of  the S i tes  

Pro ject .  

 

Chai rman Durst  adjourned the meet ing at 3 :54  p.m.  to reconvene on Apr i l  22,  2020  

at  the hour of  1 :30  p .m.  

 

 

 

 

___________________________________                  __________________________________ 

Fr i t z  Durst ,  Chai rman                                        Yolanda T i rado, Board Clerk  


