
PAGE 1 OF 8 

SITES PROJECT AUTHORITY 
P.O.  BOX 517 

122  OLD  HIGHWAY  99  WEST 

MAXWELL ,  CALIFORNIA  95955 

www.SitesProject.org  

JERRY BROWN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

925.260.7417 

YOLANDA TIRADO, CLERK 

530.438.2309 

Boardclerk@SitesProject.org 

Board of Directors
FRITZ DURST, RECLAMATION D ISTRICT 108,  CHAIR

JEFF SUTTON, TEHAMA-COLUSA CANAL AUTHORITY, VICE-CHAIR 

GARY EVANS, COLUSA COUNTY SUPERVISOR 

LEIGH MCDANIEL, GLENN COUNTY SUPERVISOR 

LOGAN DENNIS, GLENN-COLUSA IRRIGATION D ISTRICT 

BRUCE HOUDESHELDT, PLACER COUNTY WATER AGENCY/C ITY OF ROSEVILLE 

DOUG PARKER, WESTSIDE WATER D ISTRICT 

JOE MARSH, COLUSA COUNTY WATER D ISTRICT 

JEFF HARRIS, C ITY OF SACRAMENTO/SACRAMENTO COUNTY WATER AGENCY 

DON BADER, BUREAU OF RECLAMATION (COST-SHARE PARTNER, NON-VOTING) 

ROB COOKE, CA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES (EX-OFFICIO, NON-VOTING) 

Associate Members (NON-VOTING)

GREG JOHNSON, WESTERN CANAL WATER D ISTRICT 

JAMIE TRAYNHAM, TC 4 D ISTRICTS 

June 24, 2020 1:30 p.m. 

Sites Project Authority 

Minutes 

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL :  

Chairman Durst  cal led the S i tes  Project Author i ty  Board of Di rectors  meet ing to 

order at  the hour of  1 :30 p.m.,  fo l lowed by the P ledge of A l legiance.  

INTRODUCTIONS:  

Chairman Durst  asked those present to int roduce themselves.  ( Attachment A )  

AGENDA APPROVAL:  

I t  was moved by Di rector  Dennis ,  seconded by Di rector  Parker  to approve the June 

24,  2020 S i tes  Project Author i ty  Agenda. Mot ion carr ied: A l l  D i rectors  present voted 

yes.  

PERIOD OF PUBLIC COMMENT :  

Chairman Durst  cal led for  publ ic comment.  Hear ing none,  he closed the per iod of  

publ ic comment.  

1. CONSENT AGENDA:  I t  was moved by Di rector Harr i s ,  seconded by Di rector

Dennis  to approve Consent Agenda I tem Numbers  1.1 through 1.3 as fol lows :

1.1  Approval  of  the May 21,  2020 Phase 2 Reservoi r  Committee Meet ing Minutes.

1.2  Acceptance of  the S i tes  Project Author i ty  T reasurer’s  Report  as presented in

Attachment 1.2A.

1.3  Approval  of  the Payment of Claims as presented in Attachment 1.3A with

support ing detai ls  provided in Attachment 1.3B .

http://www.sitesproject.org/
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 Mot ion carr ied:  Al l  Di rectors  present voted yes.  

 

2.  Action I tems :                                               

 

2 .1  Cons ider acceptance of the 2020 -2021 S i tes  Project State Agency Legis lat ive 

Act iv i ty  Pr ior i t ies .  

  

 Mr.  Spesert  provided an overv iew of  the 2020 -2021 S i tes  Project State Agency 

Legis lat ive Act iv i t ies  Pr ior i t ies ,  s tat ing these pr ior i t ies  would be the 

Committee’s  and Team’s focus through December 2021.  He added any 

adjustments/ref inements  would be presented to the Reservoi r  Committee 

and Author i ty  Board pr ior  to being incorporated , with updates as needed . 

Br ief  d iscuss ion fol lowed.  

 

 Action:  I t  moved by Di rector  Evans,  seconded by Di rector  Harr i s  to a ccept 

the 2020-2021 S i tes  Project State Agency Legis lat ive Act iv i ty  Pr ior i t ies .  

Mot ion carr ied:  Al l  Di rectors  present voted yes.  

 

2 .2  Consider approval  of  the Author i ty’s  negot iat ion approach for  pe rmits  and 

operat ing agreements.  

 

 Ms.  Forsy the prov ided an overv iew of  the Author i ty’s  negot iat ion approach 

for  permits  and operat ing agreements  with state and federal  agencies .  

 

 Chairman Durst  s tated the Execut ive Di rector would be given the author i ty  

as the lead in  these negot iat ions ,  with two teams work ing under h im, the 

Workgroup which would deal  with technical  i s sues  and the Negot iat ing Team 

who would evolve  some of  the pr incip les .  Br ief  d iscuss ion fol lowed.  

 

 Action:  I t  was moved by Di rector  Sutton,  seconded by Di rector Dennis  to 

approve the Authority’s negotiat ion approach for permits and operat ing 

agreements.  Motion carr ied: Al l  Directors present voted yes.   

  

3 .  Discuss ion and Information I tems :                  

 

3 .1 Receive status update on prel iminary part ic ipat ion levels ,  outreach efforts  

re lated to maintaining project subscr ipt ion in Second Amendment to 2019 

Reservoir Project Agreement (Amendment 2) and the pro cess of rebalancing 

part icipat ion. (Attachment A, B & C)  

 

 Mr.  Robinette provided an update regarding the fol lowing:  

•  Prel iminary Part ic ipat ion Levels .  

•  Outreach and Rebalancing. 

•  Schedule. 

•  Cash Cal l  T iming. 

•  Process for a part ic ipant secur ing a posit ion in the part ic ipation queue 

and steps involved.  
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Mr. Robinette also spoke to a request f rom Colusa County regarding an 

alternate payment plan based on their  unique s i tuat ion. He stated the 

alternate payment plan proposed by the County was analyzed b y the Project 

team and the Team determined that it  was prudent and reasonable to accept 

the alternate payment plan  and made a f inding of equivalency for the 

fol lowing reasons:  

•  The same total dol lars  are to be paid and there is  no lesser commitment 

as compared to any of the other part ic ipat ing members.  

•  The t iming of the alternate payments is  such that on a cash f low basis  

there is  no redirected impacts on other part ic ipat ing members.  

•  The administ rat ive burden of the alternate plan is  offset by the 

proposed addit ional year of rent rel ief for the Author ity’s  use of the 

Maxwel l  off ice bui lding which is  owned by the County.  

Discuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

 

3.2 Receive status update on draft  2020 F inal Federal Feasibi l i ty Report.  

 

 Mr.  Brown provided an update on the draft  2020 F inal Federal Feasibi l i ty  (FFFR) 

Report ,  stat ing the approved 2020 -21 S ites Federal Government Affairs  

Pr ior it ies includes complet ion of the FFFR to quali fy for federal funding and 

serves as a basis  for the State’s feasibi l i ty  analys is  required for WSIP funding.  

Mr.  Brown spoke to the fol lowing:  

•  Potent ial  benefits  for north and south of delta, new suppl ies for  

incremental level 4 refuges and improvement for migrat ing f ish in north 

of delta r ivers  and st reams. 

•  WIIN Act construct ion funds.  

•  Differences between the draft  2020 FFFR and VP7 (the Author ity’s  

preferred alternat ive).  

•  “Right s ized” Project.  

•  WIIN Act deadl ines.  

•  Benefit  cost rat io.  

•  Key WIIN Act cr iter ia (determinat ion of feasibi l i ty by December 2020 

and in it iat ion of construct ion by 2022.  

•  Feasibi l i ty  Report  Review Process.  

Mr.  Brown stated the draft  2020 FFR is  current ly going through pol icy review 

and wi l l  be sent to Washington DC in July where i t  wi l l  undergo numerous 

reviews by OMB and the Secretary of Inter ior who wi l l  then submit the f inal 

determinat ion to Congress.  Discuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken. 

  

3.3 Review and Comment on the object ives and alternat ives for the Revised 

Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement to focus 

efforts  in developing a more complete project descr ipt ion on schedule. 

(Attachment A & B)  
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 Ms. Forsythe provided an overview on the object ives and alternat ives for the 

Revised Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement . She 

spoke to the fol lowing:  

  

Overview: 

•  Work on the preparat ion of the Revised EIR/EIS, upd ates to the 

Biological Assessment and design efforts .  

•  Key f i rst  step is  the development of a Revised Project Descr ipt ion : 

o  Serves as the foundation of the Revised EIR/EIS . 

o  Preferred Project is  foundation of the Biological Assessment and 

Sites Feasibi l i ty Report .  

•  Sol ic it ing ear ly input to reduce rework and maintain schedule.  

Bui lding Block to September Decis ion : 

•  Environmental P lanning and Permitt ing Key Mi lestones : 

o  September, RC and AB to review and approve . 

▪  More complete project descr ipt ion. 

▪  Recommendation on Preferred Project . 

•  Necess ity of staying on schedule . 

Object ives –  Background: 

•  CEQA Guidel ines –  require that a project descr ipt ion contain a clear 

statement of the project object ives,  including the underly ing purpose 

of the Project.  

•  Staff  proposing revis ions to object ives to:  

o  Better ref lect goals of Reservoir  Committee and Author ity Board 

as descr ibed in the Value Planning Report  and messaging 

documents . 

o  Add clar ity and specif ic ity to improve understanding of the 

foundation of the Project.  

•  Improve environmental,  agr icultural  and municipal water supply 

rel iabi l i ty  in a cost -effect ive manner for Project Part ic ipants . 

•  Improve cold water pool management in Shasta Reservoir  through 

coordinat ion and exchanges with Reclamation to benefit  anadromous 

f ish. 

•  Enhance the Delta ecosystem by providing water to convey food 

resources f rom the f loodplain to the Delta thereby improving the food 

chain and qual ity of the Delta’s estuarine habitat for the benefit  of 

pelagic f ishes in the north Delta (e.g. Cache Slough.)  
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•  Provide improvements in state -wide water supply rel iabi l i ty  to enhance 

opportunit ies for f ish protection, habitat management and other 

environmental needs.  

•  Provide local and regional amenit ies,  including development of 

recreat ional faci l i t ies, reduct ion of local f lood damage and 

maintaining community connectiv ity through roadway mo dif icat ions.  

Alternat ives –  Background: 

•  CEQA Guidel ines require that an EIR analyze a reasonable range of 

alternat ives that would: 

o  Sat is fy and attain most of the basic object ives of the project .  

o  Avoid or substant ial ly  lessen any of the s ignif icant effects of the 

project . 

•  Staff  proposing revis ions to alternat ives to better al ign with Value 

Planning Report .  

•  Alternat ives –  Key Components and Differences of the 

Faci l i t ies/Operat ions,  Act ion Alternat ive 1 (Der ived from VP7 and 

Act ion Alternat ive 2 ( Includes Parts  of VP5 and VP6).  

•  Next Steps:  

o  Continue development and ref inement of more complete project 

descr ipt ion, including:  

▪  Object ives . 

▪  Action Alternat ives . 

▪  No Act ion Alternat ives . 

▪  Recommended Preferred Project . 

•  Return to Reservoir Committee and Author ity Board in September with:  

o  More complete project descr ipt ion . 

o  Recommend Preferred Project for the purpose of the CEQA 

analys is .  

•  Coordinate with Reclamation and Sites legal counsel for input.  

 

Discuss ion fol lowed regarding Alternative 1  and Alternat ive (Conveyance 

Release/Dunnigan Release and Route to West s ide of Reservoir)  with no act ion 

taken. 

 

3.4 Review and comment on the approach for discuss ions with the Cal i fornia 

Department of Water Resources on a S ites Coordinated Operat ions 

Agreement. (Attachment A)  

 

 Mr.  Brown stated Staff  i s  re in it iat ing technical discuss ion with DWR on a S ites 

Coordinated Operat ions Agreement  (COA). He stated Sites COA would 

address the fol lowing key items:  
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1.  Coordinat ion of S ites water del iver ies with DWR’s operat ion of the State 

Water Project.  

2.  Sites water account ing in the context of the COA) for CVP and SWP.  

3.  Conveyance and operat ional losses.  

4.  Exchanges and transfers  f rom Sites -part ic ipants to non-Sites SWP 

contractors.  

5.  Water r ights and point of del ive ry considerat ions.  

Br ief discuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

  

3.5 Receive status update on the Colusa Basin Drain  (CBD) evaluat ion and 

Dunnigan Pipel ine al ignment review.  

 

 Mr.  Luu provided an update on the CBD evaluat ion and the Dunnigan Pipel ine 

al ignment. He stated the Dunnigan Pipel ine al ignment analys is  is  progress ing 

wel l ,  with no fatal f laws having been ident i f ied to date. He stated further the 

consultant team is  ref in ing the al ignment to reduce impacts to propert ies and 

landowner operat ions as wel l  as minimiz ing environmental impacts to Bi rd 

Creek. He further stated a hydraul ic study of the CBD has been in it i ated and 

the analys is  would confi rm whether releases into the CBD are v iable. He said 

a determinat ion of a go/no-go on releases to the CBD would be made by 

August 2020. and should the use of the CBD not be feasible an alternat ive 

extending the Dunnigan Pipel ine al ignment to the r iver would st i l l  ex ist .  

 

Br ief discuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

 

3.6 Receive status update on the approach for Regulatory Agency Technical 

Working Group.  (Attachment A)  

 

 Ms.  Forsythe stated staff  have re in i t iated efforts  on the  development and 

submittal  of  key permits  for  the S i tes  Pro ject as  ref lected in  the Amendment 

1B Work P lan.  She stated two technical  work ing groups would be establ i shed 

to faci l i tate regular  communicat ion and coordinat ion with state,  federal  

and local  agencies with jur i sd ict ion over a l l  or  port ions of  the Project.   

 

She stated Group 1:  Interagency General  Update would meet on a quarter ly  

bas is  to update and coordinate with a l l  s tate,  federal  and local  regulatory  

and/or partner ing agencies;  Group 2:  F i shery and Operat ions Technical  

Meet ings would focus,  as needed on f i shery and operat ions meet ings to 

rev iew and discuss  the model ing approach, ana lys is  approach, operat ional  

cr i ter ia and the resu lt ing effects  to species of  the Project.  She also spoke to 

Potent ia l  Attendees of each of  the Technical  Work ing Groups.  

 

Mr.  Spesert  suggested including local  agencies such as  the F i re Department,  

Sher i f f ’ s  Department,  School  Dis t r icts ,  etc.  Br ief  d iscuss ion fol lowed with no 

act ion taken.  
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4.  Reports :                                                        

 

4.1 Member’s  Reports :  

 

4.1.1  Chairpersons’  Report :   

 

Chairman Durst  provided a br ief  update on var ious matters  re lated to the 

S i tes  Project .  He also stated Chairman Bettner,  Execut ive Di rector  Brown and 

he meet on a regular  month ly  bas is .  

 

4 .1 .2  Workgroup Chai rpersons’  Report :   

 

Land Management  

 

Di rector Evans stated a k ickoff  meet ing was held with AECOM and Glenn -

Colusa regarding road issues .  

 

Budget & F inance 

 

Ms.  T raynham prov ided and update on the fo l lowing:  

•  Audit  Report  (completed and s igned).  

•  Revised Credit  Reimbursement Pol icy.  

 

Legis lat ive & Outreach  

 

Di rector Sutton prov ided a br ief  update regarding Legis lat ive and Outreach 

matters .  

 

4 .1 .3  Reservoi r  Committee Part ic ipant Reports :    

 

None.  

 

4 .2  Execut ive Di rector’s  Reports :  

•  Monthly  s tatus report .  (At tachment A)   

•  Updated Message Platform.   

•  Update on concerns ra ised by M & I  Agencies  re:  2020 Urban Water 

Management P lan and added requirement of  making f indings of  reducing 

re l iance on Delta suppl ies .  

•  Work conduct of  Author i ty  Agents  and Consultants  re:  needs for  and 

respons ib i l i t ies  of  conduct with in the workplace.  

•  Federal  and State Budget s :   

o  WIIN Act Appropr iat ions for  f i scal  year 2021 announced.  

o  Bond funding made i t  through as re lated to S i tes  Project.  

•  St rategic P lanning Sess ion  update planned for  end of  Ju ly  2020.  
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•  Communicat ions :   

o  Revised Message Platform has been added to the Home Board 

Package.  

o  Town Hal l  meet ings to be held on Ju ly  14 and July  15,  2020.  

o  Landowner Newsletter  re:  r ight  s ized project has gone out.  

 Ms.  Katz provided an update on outreach to the community and ent i t ies  

interested in  the Town Hal l  meet ings.  

 

5 .  Future Meetings and Schedules :                      

 

5 .1  Suggested Future Agenda I tems.  

 

 Mr.  B rown provided a br ief  update of  matters  to be heard on future Agendas.  

 Br ief  d iscuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

 

5 .2  Upcoming meet ings :  

 

RES E RV OIR  COMM IT TE E   

THU RS D AY ,  JULY  16,  2020  1:00  PM 

Si tes Project Off ice,  122 Old Highway 99W Maxwel l ,  CA  95955  
(TE L E C O N F E R E N C I N G  A N D  V I D E O  L I N K  W I L L  B E  P R O V I D E D  A S  A N  O P T I O N )  

 

AUTHO RI TY  BOAR D  

WE D NE S D AY ,  JU LY  22,  2020  1:30PM  

S i tes  Project Off ice ,  122 Old Highway 99W Maxwel l ,  CA  95955  
(TE L E C O N F E R E N C I N G  A N D  V I D E O  L I N K  W I L L  B E  P R O V I D E D  A S  A N  O P T I O N )  

 

Chairman Durst  adjourned the meet ing at  3:35 p.m.  

 

 

 

__________________________________   ___________________________________  

Fr i tz  Durst ,  Chai rman    Yolanda T i rado,  Board Clerk  
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Current Voting Authority Board Participants :  

 

Par t i c ipant  ✓  Representa t ive  ✓  Al ternate  Others  

Colusa County  Gary Evans  Mike Azevedo  

Colusa County Water District  Joe Marsh  Doug Griffen  

Glenn County  Leigh McDaniel  John Viegas  

Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District  Logan Dennis  Don Bransford  

Reclamation District 108  Fritz Durst  Sean Doherty  

City of Roseville / Placer 
County Water Agency 

 Bruce Houdesheldt  Joshua Alpine  

Tehama-Colusa Canal Authority  Jeff Sutton  Halbert Charter  

City of Sacramento / 

Sacramento County Water 
Agency 

 Jeff Harris 
 

Brett Ewart 

Ann Sanger 
 

Westside Water District  Doug Parker  Zach Dennis  

Associate Members (2 non-vot ing) :  

Par t i c ipant  ✓  Representa t ive  ✓  Al ternate  Others  

TC-4  Jamie Traynham 
 

 

Tom Charter 

Jason Holley 
 

Western Canal Water District 
 
 

Greg Johnson 
Ted Trimble 

 
 

Zach Dennis 
Dan Ruiz 

 

 

Non-Voting Committee Participants (2): 

 

Par t i c ipant  ✓  Representa t ive /Other  ✓  Al ternate /Other   

Dept of Water Resources  Rob Cooke  David Sandino  

  Ajay Goyal  Jim Wieking  Dave Arrate 

Bureau of Reclamation  Richard Welsh  Don Bader  Chris Duke  

 
 

 

Ryan Davis 

Natalie Wolder  

 

 

 

Derya Sumer 

Mike Dietl 

David Van Rijn  

 Mike Mosley 

   Shana Kaplan 
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Authority,  Non-Signatory (6):  

  

Par t i c ipant  ✓  Representa t ive  ✓  Al ternate   

PCWA  Ed Horton 
 Ben Barker 

Darin Reintjes 
 

Roseville  Sean Bigley 
 

 

Trevor Joseph 

Jason Marks 
 

Sacramento County WA  Kerry Schmitz 
 

 

Michael Peterson 

William Busath 

 Michael Grinstead 

 Dave Underwood 

 
Staff:  

 

✓ Name Represent ing  

 Brown, Jerry Sites Project Authority 

 Forsythe, Ali Sites Project Authority 

 Spesert, Kevin Sites Project Authority 

✓ Name Represent ing  

 Trapasso, Joe Sites Project Authority 

 Tirado, Yolanda Sites Project Authority 

 
Consultants:  

 

✓ Name Represent ing  

 Alexander, Jeriann Fugro 

 Boling, Robert HDR 

 Briard, Monique ICF 

 Floyd, Kim Floyd 

 Herrin, Jeff AECOM 

 Heydinger, Erin HDR 

 Katz, Sara Katz & Associates 

✓ Name Represent ing  

 Kuney, Scott Young Wooldridge 

 Luu, Henry HDR 

 Robinette, JP Brown & Caldwell 

 Spranza, John HDR 

 Tull, Rob Ch2m 

 Warner Herson, 

Laurie 
Phenix 

Other Attendees: (Check box to  have  emai l  address added to  the d is t r ibut ion l is t)  

Name Represent ing  Contac t  (Phone & E -mai l )  

Juleah Cordi 
Office of Assemblymember 
Gallagher 

 

Conner McDonald CMD West  

Cathy Westcot HDR  

Grace Lui   
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