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Board of Directors 
FRITZ DURST, RECLAMATION D ISTRICT 108,  CHAIR  

JEFF SUTTON, TEHAMA-COLUSA CANAL AUTHORITY, VICE-CHAIR 

GARY EVANS, COLUSA COUNTY SUPERVISOR 

LEIGH MCDANIEL, GLENN COUNTY SUPERVISOR 

LOGAN DENNIS, GLENN-COLUSA IRRIGATION D ISTRICT 

BRUCE HOUDESHELDT, PLACER COUNTY WATER AGENCY/C ITY OF ROSEVILLE 

DOUG PARKER, WESTSIDE WATER D ISTRICT 

JOE MARSH, COLUSA COUNTY WATER D ISTRICT 

JEFF HARRIS, C ITY OF SACRAMENTO/SACRAMENTO COUNTY WATER AGENCY 

DON BADER, BUREAU OF RECLAMATION (COST-SHARE PARTNER, NON-VOTING) 

ROB COOKE, CA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES (EX-OFFICIO, NON-VOTING) 

Associate Members (NON-VOTING) 

GREG JOHNSON, WESTERN CANAL WATER D ISTRICT 

JAMIE TRAYNHAM, TC 4 D ISTRICTS 

 

May 27, 2020 1:30 p.m. 

Sites Project Authority 

Minutes 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  

 

Chairman Durst  cal led the meet ing of the S i tes  Pro ject Author i ty  Board of Di rectors  

to order  at  the hour  of  1 :30 p.m.,  fo l lowed by the P ledge of Al legiance.  

 

INTRODUCTIONS:  

 

Chairman Durst  asked those present to int roduce themselves.  (See Author i ty  Board 

Meet ing Attendance, Attachment A ) .  

 

AGENDA APPROVAL:  

 

I t  was moved by  Di rector Sutton,  seconded by Di rector Dennis  to approve the May 

27,  2020 S i tes  Project Author i ty  Agenda. Mot ion carr ied: A l l  D i rectors  present voted 

yes.  

 

PERIOD OF PUBLIC COMMENT :  

 

Chairman Durst  cal led for  publ ic comment.  Hear ing none,  he closed the per iod of  

publ ic comment.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  I t  was moved by Di rector Harr i s ,  seconded by Di rector  

Houdesheldt  to approve Consent Agenda I tem Numbers  1.1 through 1.5 as fo l lows:   

 

1 .1  The Apr i l  22 ,  2020 S i tes  Project  Author i ty  Meet ing Minutes ,  as submitted.  

 

1.2 Accept the S i tes  Project  Author i ty  Treasurer’s  Report ,  as  submitted. 

(Attachment 1.2 A)  
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1.3 Approve the monthly  Payment of Cla ims ,  as  submitted. (Attachment 1.3 A,  

B,  C) 

 

1.4 Approve a consult ing contract with The Catalyst Group for faci l i tat ion 

serv ices in an amount not to exceed $50,000 and approve a t ime extension 

through December 31, 2020 for the exist ing contract with Darl ing H2O  and 

author ize the Chair  to s ign .  

 

1 .5  Adopt Resolut ion No. 2020-01, providing for an appl icat ion to the USBR for a 

F inancial  Ass istance Agreement for WI IN Act funds  and author ize the Chair  to 

s ign. (Attachment 1.5A) 

Motion carr ied as fol lows:  

 AYES:  Directors Durst ,  Sutton, Evans , Dennis ,  Houdesheldt and Harr is .  

 NOES:  None. 

 ABSENT: Directors McDaniel ,  Parker and Marsh.  

 

2.  Action I tems :           

 

2 .1  Chairman Durst  made t ime to cons ider the fo l lowing:  

 

 Cons ider acceptance of the attached Exhibit  B (2020 and 2021 budget) to 

the Second Amendment to 2019 Reservoir  Project Agreement (Amendment 2) 

and the results  of the “soft  cal l” .  Consider approving one of the fol lowing 

actions:  

A.  Approve moving to the “hard cal l” and the use of the attached 

part icipat ion table to create a draft  Exhibit  A to be included with 

Amendment 2.  

B.  Direct staff  to begin outreach to potent ial  part ic ipants based on the 

pr ior ity system defined in part ic ipat ion agreements and the credit 

re imbursement pol icy to explore interest  in S ites capacity,  i f  avai lable.  

(Attachment 2.1 A & B)  

 

Mr.  Brown prov ided a br ie f  update on the two opt ions  avai lable to the 

Author i ty  Board.  He stated the Reservoi r  Committee voted to proceed with 

Opt ion B.   

 

Mr.  Robinette provided an update of the “Two -Step Cash Cal l  Process” and 

 spoke to the fo l lowing:  

•  Soft  Cal l  Results  as of  May 20,  2020 : 

o  19 out of  21 agencies responded, represent ing  191,942 AF of  192,892 

AF current  part ic ipat ion  (99.5%) .  

o  Appears  fu l l  subscr ipt ion can st i l l  be achieved, but there i s  some 

reduct ion in part ic ipat ion levels  and geographic balance would 

need to be addressed.  

•  Exis t ing part ic ipants  ident i f ied interest  in  5 ,000 AF of  addit ional  capacity,  

i f  avai lable .  
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o  Pr ior  part ic ipants  expressed i nterest  in  10,000 AF of  capacity,  i f  

avai lable .  

o  Latest  p lanned home-board date is  in  October,  wi th major i ty  in June 

or Ju ly .  

•  New Part ic ipant Outreach Pr ior i ty :  

1 .  Goal i s  total  Sacramento Val ley part ic ipat ion of  2 5%. Pr ior i ty  would 

be given to cur rent ,  pr ior  and new Sacramento Val ley part ic ipants  

in that order.  

2 .  Exis t ing Reservoi r  Committee part ic ipat ing members (with sub -

pr ior i t ies  by senior i ty) .  

3 .  Pr ior  Reservoi r  Committee part ic ipat ing members (with sub -pr ior i t ies  

by ex i t  date).  

4 .  Nonpart ic ipants .  Pr ior i ty  for  new part ic ipants  i s  to Sacramento Val ley 

and others .  

•  Pr ior  and Future Commitments .  

•  Geographic Balance: 

o  Current  Part ic ipat ion Levels  (Sac Val ley 27%, Non -Sac Val ley 73%) .  

o  Amendment 2 Projected part ic ipat ion  -  Part ic ipat ion Staff  

Recommended + Addit ional  Interest  (Sac Val ley 20%, No n-Sac Val ley 

80%).  

•  Schedule:  

o  September 10,  2020:  S igned Amendment 2 due .  

o  November 1,  2020:  Invoice 1,  $60/AF due . 

o  Apri l  1 ,2021:  Invoice 2,  up to $40/AF due . 

o  F inancial  incent ives for  pre -payment of the fu l l  $100/AF on Nov 1 are 

not planned based on admin ist rat ion cost .  

o  Non-f inancia l  pre -payment incent ives re lated to maintain ing project 

schedule whi le accommodat ing delay payment f rom other agencies.  

Mr.  Robinette provided a br ief  update on the credit  re imbu rsement pol icy  

and process of  gett ing back into the project by new, return ing and 

increas ing part ic ipants .  Br ief  d iscuss ion fo l lowed. Fol lowing discuss ion,  Mr.  

Robinette requested di rect ion f rom the Committee Members as to the 

fo l lowing 2 opt ions:  

a.  Approve moving to the “hard cal l” and the use of the attached 

part icipat ion table to create a draft  Exhibit  A to be included with 

Amendment 2.  

b.  Direct staff  to begin outreach to potential  part ic ipants based on the 

pr ior ity system defined in part ic ipat ion agreements  and the credit 

re imbursement pol icy to explore interest  in S ites capacity,  i f  avai lable.  

(Attachment 2.1 A & B)  
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Action:  I t  was moved by Di rector Sutton,  seconded by Di rector  Evans to  

approve Opt ion B,  di rect ing s taff  to begin outreach to potent ial  part ic ipants  

based on the pr ior i ty  system def ined in  part ic ipat ion agreements and the 

credit  re imbursement pol icy  to explore interest  in  S i tes  capacity,  i f  avai lable.  

Mot ion carr ied:  Al l  Di rectors  present voted yes.  

 

2 .2  Cons ider approval  of  the draft  Second Amendment to 2019 Reservoir Project 

Agreement.  (Attachments 2 .2 A &B) 

 

 Mr.  B rown stated the amendment to the contract i s  being brought  back to 

the Committee to include  the abi l i ty  to adjust  the part ic ipat ion levels  and 

re-balancing.  

 

 Mr.  T rapasso prov ided a br ief  overv iew of  the Second Amendment to the 

2019 Reservoi r  Project Agreement,  s tat ing i t  was rev iewed by the Budget and 

F inance Workgroup and Author i ty  Bond Counsel ,  St radl ing Yocca Car lson & 

Rauth.  B r ief  d iscuss ion fo l lowed.  

 

 Action:  I t  was moved by Di rector Dennis ,  seconded by Di rector  Evans to 

approve the Second Amendment to the Reservoi r  P roject  Agreement By and 

Among S i tes  Project  Author i ty  and The Project Agreement Members  L is ted 

Herein and author ize the  Chairman to s ign.  Mot ion carr ied: Al l  D i rectors  

present voted yes.   

 

2 .3  Cons ider acceptance of the  2020-2021 S i tes  Project Federal  Government  

Affa i rs  Pr ior i t ies .  (At tachment 2.3A)   

 

 Mr.  Spesert  s tated staff  has been work ing with the Author i ty  Ad Hoc 

Legis lat ive and Outreach Committee and Government Affai rs  Team to 

ident i fy  near -term Federal  government affai rs/ legis lat ive pr ior i t ies .  He stated 

the fo l lowing represents  the staff’ s  proposed Federal  government 

affai rs/ legis lat ive pr ior i t ies :  

 

Operat ions Part ic ipat ion :  

•  F inal  complet ion of  Reclamat ion’s  Feas ibi l i ty  Report  and DOI 

Secretary determinat ion of feas ib i l i ty .  

•  Pursue development of  a CVP Coordinat ion Operat ions  P lan.  

•  Coordinat ion with Reclamat ion on the development of  the Author i ty’s  

Water R ights  Appl icat ion.  

•  Cont inuing partnersh ip with Reclamat ion as the NEPA lead agency in  

developing the E IS .  

Federal  Funding:  

•  WIFIA/RIF IA.  

•  WIIN Act.  

•  Federal  St imulus and other  funding.  

 Br ief  d iscuss ion fol lowed.  
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 Action:  I t  was moved by Di rector Harr i s ,  se conded by Di rector Sutton to 

accept the 2020-2021 S i tes  Project Federal  Government Affa i rs  P r ior i t ies ,  as  

submitted. Mot ion carr ied:  Al l  Di rectors  present voted yes.  

 

2 .4  Cons ider approval  of  Resolut ion 2020-02 commending Mr.  J im Watson for  h is  

5  years  of  dedicated serv ice to the S i tes  Reservoi r  Project .  (Attachment 2.4 

A).  

 

 Chairman Durst  expressed his  appreciat ion to Mr.  Watson for  h is  dedicated 

serv ice to the S i tes  Reservoi r  Project and read the proposed Resolut ion.   

 

 Act ion:  I t  was moved by Di rector Houdesheldt ,  seconded by Di rector  Sutton 

to adopt Resolut ion 2020 -02 commending Mr.  J im Watson for  h is  5  years  of  

dedicated serv ice to the S i tes  Reservoi r  Project.  Mot ion carr ied : Al l  D i rectors  

present voted yes.  

 

3.  Discuss ion and Information I tems :   

 

3.1 Review and Comment on Recirculated EIR and key permits mi lestone schedule 

and key decis ion points .  (Attachment 3.1A)   

 

Ms. Forsythe provided an overview of the Recirculated Environmental Impact 

Report  (EIR)  and upcoming act iv it ies  and key decis ion points as fol lows:  

•  Cali fornia Environmental Qual i ty Act/National Environmental Pol icy Act 

(CEQA/NEPA) -  Project team is  current ly developing an approach for 

complet ing the Recirculated EIR as wel l  as working to formulate a 

recommended approach to alternat ives and basel ine condit ions that are 

ant icipated wi l l  be reviewed with the Reservoir Committee and Author ity 

Board in June. Team is  proceeding to coordinate a joint  EIR/EIS,  with the 

assumption that the EIS wi l l  be supplement and recirculated with the EIR, 

though Reclamation has not made a f inal decis ion.  

•  Federal Endangered Species Act and Cal i fornia Endangered Species Act 

(F ish and Game Code Sect ion 2081)  -  Project team is working to develop an 

approach for complet ing the Biological Assessment and Section 2081 Permit 

appl icat ions in coordinat ion with the resource agencies and Reclamation. 

Environmental and Operat ions teams cont inue to work on model ing 

components and ref inement of operat ion cr iter ia for project divers ion from 

the Sacramento River, with operat ing regimes for divers ion and releases and 

a review of the storage pol icy to be brought to the Reservoir Committee and 

Board in September.  

•  National Histor ic Preservat ion Act,  Sect ion 106 (to be in it iated in September).  

•  Cali fornia Water Right Appl icat ion (Cal i fornia Water Code)  - Working to 

formulate a recommended approach to ident i fy key components of the 

water r ight appl ication for discuss ion with the Reservoir  Committee and 

Author ity Board in September.  

o  Key components include Place of Use, Points  of Divers ion, Points  of Re -

divers ion and Purpose of Use -al l  of which wi l l  form the basis  of the 

appl icat ion.  



MINUTES May 27, 2020 

  

 
 PAGE 6 OF 9 

 

•  Clean Water Act Sect ion 404 and 401  -  Wi l l  be in it iated in July.  

•  Environmental P lanning and Permitt ing Key Mi lestones through 2022.  

Br ief discuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

 

3.2 Review and Comment on Outreach Efforts  to Communicate the Rights ized 

Project.   

 

Mr.  Spesert  provided an overview of the outreach efforts  to communicate the 

“r ights ized project”. He stated with the introduct ion of the new “r ight -s ized” 

project alternat ive, staff and Communicat ions and Government Affairs  team 

have been act ively engaged in extensive communicat ions and outreach 

efforts  focused on the fol lowing act iv it ies:  

•  Int roducing the project’s  new organizat ion and direct ion.  

•  Int roducing the new “r ight -s ized” project and its  statewide benefits .  

•  Discuss ion on the proposed revis ion on the project’s environmental review.  

•  Communicat ions and outreach efforts  included:  

o  Br ief ings with Federal & State elected off ic ials .  

o  Br ief ings with NGO’s and publ ic interest  organizat ions .  

o  Landowner/ local community coordinat ion act iv it ies and br ief ings . 

o  Media and development of project mater ials .  

o  Update/Revis ions to the Message Platform.  

He further stated staff  would cont inue to engage elected off ic ials , 

landowners,  project stakeholders and develop and dist r ibute addit ional media 

content in support  of the  rol lout of the new proposed project in the coming 

weeks. Addit ional ly, staff  is  work ing on the fol lowing:  

•  A revised vers ion of the Message Platform based on comments received 

from the Reservoir Committee and Author ity Board. Br ief discuss ion 

fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

•  A Webinar in response to a request by members to get project information 

that highl ights the “r ight -s ized” project to indiv idual part ic ipants and 

landowner investors.  

Br ief discuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

  

3.3 Review and Comment on Efforts  to Secure Proposit ion 1 Water Storage 

Investment Program implementat ion modif icat ions in l ight of the cont inuing 

effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on local government and water agency 

f inances.  (Attachment 3.3 A &B) 

 

Execut ive Director Brown provided a br ief update regarding a joint letter 

s igned along with 5 other Storage Projects to the Cal i fornia Water Commiss ion 

regarding a request that the CWC consider making an emergency and 

temporary modif icat ions,  on a project by project basis ,  in their  

implementat ion of the Proposit ion 1 Water Storage Investment Program (WSIP) 
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funding due to the COVID s ituat ion. He stated the matter was on the CWC’s 

May 20, 2020 meeting agenda. He further stated the CWC’s Execut ive Director 

reported receiv ing the letter and indicated staff would be consider ing the 

request and returning to the Commiss ioners with a recommendation.  

 

Br ief discuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

 

3.4 Review and Comment on the Reservoir  Committee Workgroup and Author ity 

Board Committee Structure and Ass ignments .  (Attachment 3.4  A & B)  

 

Chairman Durst provided a br ief overview of the Reservoir  Committee 

Workgroup and Author ity Board Committee Structure and Ass ignments.  He 

stated there are vacancies in al l  workgroups , with the exception of  the 

Reservoir Operat ions & Engineer ing, for those interested in volunteer ing.  

 

Discuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

 

4.  Reports :   

 

4.1 Member’s  Reports :  

 

4.1.1  Chairpersons’  Report :   

 

Th is  t ime is  set  as ide to a l low the Chair/Co -Chair  an opportunity  to 

disc lose/discuss  i tems re lated to the S i tes  Project.  

 

Chairman Durst  provided a br ief  update on var ious matters/ i tems re lated to 

the S i tes  Project.    

 

4 .1 .2  Committee Chairpersons’  Report :      

 

Th is  t ime i s  set  as ide to a l low the Committee Chairpersons’  an opportunity  

to disc lose/discuss  i tems re lated to the S i tes  Project.  

 

Legis lat ive and Outreach :  

Di rector  Sutton prov ided an update legis lat ive and outreach act iv i t ies ,  i .e. ,  

“Vi r tual”  Capito l  H i l l  Legis lat ive Day,  br ief ings  for  key Senate and House 

Committee staff  and 2.0  of  S i tes  Project.   

 

Land Management :  

Di rector Evans prov ided a br ief  update regarding a meet ing with Yolo 

County Superv isor  Chamber la in regarding the proposed Dunnigan 

P ipel ine/CBD to discuss  potent ial  land use issues and stated the Colusa 

County Board of Superv isor s  voted 5-0 to re-opening the County of  Colusa.  

 

Budget and F inance : 

Ms.  T raynham stated have received $1.95 mi l l ion f rom last  invoice submitted 

for  WSIP funding.   

 

4 .1 .3  Author i ty  Board Part ic ipant Reports :    
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Th is  t ime i s  set  as ide to a l low Directors  or  the i r  A l ternates an opportunity  to 

disc lose/discuss  i tems re lated to the S i tes  Project.  

 

Di rector  Harr i s  br ief ly  spoke to the newspaper Op-eds regarding the benef i t s  

of  the S i tes  Reservoi r  P ro ject  and the dist r ibut ion of a press  re lease 

h ighl ight ing the r ight -s ized project .  

 

4 .2  Execut ive Di rector’s  Report :  

 

 Execut ive Di rector  Brown prov ided a n overv iew of  the fol lowing:  

•  S i tes  Project’s  monthly  s tatus report .  (At tachment 4-2 A) 

•  Reservoi r  Committee update.  

•  2020 Organizat ional  Chart .  

•  Place of Use request  made by Wheeler  R idge: fo l lowed up with a memo 

to Wheeler  R idge ident i fy ing the plan forward is  development of a water 

r ights  s t rategy which wi l l  come to Board later  th i s  summer.  

•  Coal i t ion letter  to Appropr iat ions  Hear ing Subcommittee of  the State 

Legis lature (Governor’s  May Revise)  in  support  of  the SWRCB Water  

Res i l ience Port fo l io BCP-$4.5 mi l l ion for  Water  Storage Investment 

Program Water R ights  Permit t ing Staff .  

•  Sacramento Off ice wi l l  not  be re -opening pr ior  to Ju ly  2020 . 

•  Contract and performance plan  for  Jerry  Brown,  Execut ive Di rector .  

•  Expressed appreciat ion to Mr.  Kunde for  preparat ion of  Mr.  J im Watson’s  

commendat ion.  

 

5.  Future Meetings and Schedules :  

 

5 .1  Suggested Future Agenda I tems.  

 

 None.  

 

5 .2  Upcoming meet ings :  

 

RES E RV OIR  COMM IT TE E  (NOT E  D ATE  CHANGE D  F R OM  JU NE  19  TO  JU NE  18) 

THU RS D AY ,  JUN E 18,  2020  1:00  PM 

CALL  NUMBER AND LOCAT ION TBD 

 

AUTHO RI TY  BOAR D  

WE D NE S D AY ,  JU N E 24,  2020  1:30  PM 

CALL  NUMBER AND LOCAT ION TBD 

 

Chairman Durst  adjourned the meet ing at  3:15 p.m.  
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_______________________     ___________________________  

Fr i tz  Durst ,  Chai rman    Yolanda T i rado,  Board Clerk  
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Herrin, Jeff AECOM 
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✓ Name Represen t ing  
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Juleah Cordi 
Office of Assemblyman 
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