
Meeting:  Phase 2 Reservoir Project Agreement  2020 June 18 

Subject:  Reservoir Committee Meeting 1:00 PM –  4:00 PM 

Location:  Maxwel l  Project Off ice  

122 Old Highway 99W, Maxwel l ,  CA 95955  

 

Call  in:  1-408-418-9388  

Code:  146 887 2482  

WebEx Link 

Chair:  Thad Bettner (Glenn-Colusa I r r igation Dist r ict)  

Vice Chair :  Jeff Davis  (San Gorgonio Pass Water  Agency) 

Treasurer :  Jamie Traynham (Davis  Water Distr ict)  

MI NUT ES  

 
Status: Issued for  Use  Version: A 

Purpose: Informat iona l  Date: 2020 June 18  

Caveat 1 Subject  to change  Ref/File #:  

Caveat 2  Page: 1 o f  9 

 

CALL TO ORDER :    

 

V ice-Chai rman Davi s  cal led the meet ing to order  at 1:00 p.m.,  fol lowed by the 

Pledge of  Al legiance.  

 

ROLL CALL :  

 

Rol l  was cal led (See Attachment A) ,  which resul ted in  1 8 el ig ib le representat ives .  

Th i s  equated to 88% of  the cur rent  part ic ipat ion percentage being in  at tendance, 

which i s  g reater  than the 50% needed to have a quorum of the Reservoi r  

Committee.  

 

ATTENDANCE:  

 

See Attachment  B.  

 

AGENDA APPROVAL :  

I t  was moved by  Traynham, seconded by T incher  to approve the June 18,  2020 

Reservoi r  Commit tee Agenda, as p resented. Mot ion carr ied unanimously .  

 

PERIOD OF PUBL IC COMMENT :  

 

V ice-chai rman Davi s  cal led for  publ ic comment .  Hear ing none, he c losed the per iod 

of  publ ic comment .  

 

1.  CONSENT AGENDA:   

 V ice-Chai rman Davi s  made t ime to cons ider  Consent Agenda I tem Numbers  

 1 .1 through 1.3.  

  

 Ms .  Kao stated there was an inaccuracy in  the Reservoi r  Committee Minutes 

of  May 21,  2021,  page 3,  under Agenda I tem 2.1 B “Two -Step Cash Cal l  Process”  

second bul let  “…19 out of  21 agencies…”.  She stated i t  was actual ly  17 out of  

21 agencies .  Br ie f  d i scuss ion fol lowed.  

 

 Act ion :  I t  was moved by T incher,  seconded by Marks to approve Consent 

Agenda I tem Numbers 1 .1 through 1.3  as fol lows:  

 

https://meethdr.webex.com/meethdr/j.php?MTID=mf4ffcae7314f6a603309564d71431bb7
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1.1  Approve the May 21 ,  2020 Phase 2 Reservoi r  Committee Meet ing Minutes .   

 

1 .2  Accept the S i tes  Pro ject  Author i ty  T reasurer’ s  Report  as presented in  

At tachment 1 .2A.  (Attachment A)  

 

1 .3  Approve the Payment of Cla ims as presented in  Attachment 1.3A with 

support ing detai ls  provided in  Attachment 1 .3B.  (Attachments  A,  B  & C)  

 

 Mot ion carr ied unan imously .  

 

2.  Act ion I tems :        

 

2 .1  Mr.  Speser t  s tated staf f  worked with the Author i ty  Ad Hoc Legi s lat ive & 

Outreach Committee to develop a l i s t  of  State leve l  legis lat ive and 

government  pr ior i t ies  to focus on act iv i t ies  to better  a l ign  with key project  

mi lestones.  He stated fur ther  S tate act iv i t ies  would be implemented in  

coordinat ion with S i tes  Federal  government affa i r s/ legis lat iv e pr ior i t ies  and 

any adjustments would be taken back to the Reservoi r  Committee  (RC) and 

Author i ty  Board  (AB)  before being incorporated wi th updates  provided on 

s igni f icant progress .  D iscuss ion fol lowed.  

 

 Act ion :  I t  was moved by Cheng, seconded by T incher to accept the 2020-2021 

S i tes Pro ject  State Agency Legis lat ive Act iv i ty  P r ior i t ies .  (Attachment  A)   

 

 Mot ion carr ied unan imously .  

 

INTRODUCTIONS:  

 

Execut ive Di rector  Brown stated Introduct ions were not  taken at the beginning of  

the meet ing and requested that Int roduct ions be done at  th i s  t ime.  

 

The S i tes Staff ,  Consul tants  and members of  the publ ic int roduced themselves.  

 

2 .2  Approve the Author i ty’s  negot iat ion approach for  permit s  and operat ing 

agreements.  (Attachment  A)  

 

 Execut ive Di rector  B rown spoke to the need for  the Author i ty  Board and the 

Reservoi r  Commit tee to establ i sh an approach  on negot iat ing permit s  and 

agreement  approval s  to advance the project.  

 

 Ms. Forsythe provided an overv iew of the Author i ty ’s  negot iat ion approach for  

permit s  and operat ing agreements  wi th s tate and federal  agencies.  She spoke 

to the purpose of  the Workgroups,  Role of  the lead negot iator  and negot iat ing 

team as wel l  as member involvement.  D iscuss ion fol lowed.  

 

 Act ion :  I t  was moved by Nuedeck,  seconded by  Vanderwaal  to a pprove the 

Authori ty’s negotiat ion approach for  permits and operating agreements.  

 

 Mot ion carr ied unan imously .  

 

3.  Discuss ion and Informat ion I tems :  
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3.1 Receive status update on prel iminary part icipation levels ,  outreach efforts  

related to maintaining project subscr ipt ion in  Second Amendment to 2019 

Reservoi r  Project Agreement (Amendment 2) and the process of rebalancing 

part icipation.  (Attachment A, B & C)  

 

Mr. Robinette stated based on the soft cal l  survey and some informal responses, 

staff has a working assumption that project part icipation in the Sacramento 

Val ley wi l l  drop about 13,000 AF. He spoke to the fol lowing:  

•  Prel iminary Part icipation Levels .  

•  Outreach and Rebalancing.  

•  Schedule.  

•  Cash Cal l  T iming.  

•  Process for  a part icipant securing a posi t ion in  the part icipat ion queue 

and steps involved.  

Mr.  Robinette spoke to a request  f rom Colusa County regarding an alternate 

payment plan based on their  unique  s i tuat ion.  He stated the alternate payment 

plan proposed by the County was analyzed by the Project team and the Team 

determined that i t  was prudent and reasonable to accept the alternate 

payment plan.  

 

Vice-Chai rman Davis  stated Dan Ruiz ,  representative f or Wests ide Water Distr ict ,  

through the chat box, wanted i t  known that the Wests ide WD Board had no 

material  update.   

 

Ms.  Kao expressed concern regarding the 16,000 AF noted in the prel iminary 

soft cal l  survey resul ts  and requested that aster isks be place d next to Santa 

Clara County ’s column. She stated staff  has not establ ished a staff  

recommendation on the 16,000 AF but are evaluating a 16,000 AF level.  

Executive Di rector Brown stated the edi t would be made.  

 

Mr. Evans informed the RC members that the Colusa County Board of Supervi sors 

on Tuesday, June 16,  2020 approved the Phase 2 Part icipation Agreement.  

 

Discussion fol lowed with no action taken.  

 

3.2  Receive status update on draft 2020 Final  Federal  Feasibi l i ty  Report.  

 

 Mr. Brown provided an update on the draft 2020 Final  Federal  Feasibi l i ty  Report ,  

stat ing the approved 2020-2021 Si tes Federal  Government Affai rs  Pr ior i t ies  

includes completion of  the F inal  Federal  Feasibi l i ty  Report  to qual i fy for  federal  

funding and serves as a basis  for  the State’s  feasibi l i ty  analysi s required for WSIP 

funding. Mr.  Brown spoke to the fol lowing:  

•  Potential  benefi ts  for  north and south of  delta,  new suppl ies for  

incremental  level  4 refuges and improvement for migrating f i sh in north 

of  delta r ivers and st reams.  

•  WIIN Act construction funds.  
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•  Differences between the draft 2020 FFFR and VP7 (the Authori ty’s  

preferred al ternative).  

•  Project costs.  

•  “Right s i zed” Project.  

•  WIIN Act deadl ines.  

•  Benefit  cost  rat io.  

•  Key WIIN Act cr i ter ia (determination of  feasibi l i ty by December 2020 and 

init iat ion of construction by 2022).  

•  Feasibi l i ty Report Review Process.  

Mr. Brown stated the draft  2020 FFR i s currently  going through pol icy review and 

wi l l  be sent to Washington DC in July  where i t  wi l l  undergo numerous reviews by 

OMB and the Secretary of Inter ior  who wi l l  then submit  the f inal  determination 

to Congress.  

 

Discussion fol lowed with no action taken.  

 

3.3  Review and Comment on  the objectives and alternatives for  the Revised 

Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement  (EIR/EIS)  to 

focus efforts in developing a more complete project descr ipt ion on schedule. 

(Attachment A & B)  

 

 Ms. Forsythe provided an overview on the objectives and al ternatives for the 

Revised Environmental Impact Report/Environmental  Impact Statement.  She 

spoke to the fol lowing:  

  

Overview:  

•  Work on the preparation of the Revised EIR/EIS,  updates to the Biological  

Assessment and design efforts.  

•  Key f i r s t  step i s  the development of  a Revised Project Descr ipt ion .  

o  Serves as the foundation of  the Revised E IR/EIS.  

o  Preferred Project i s  foundation of  the Biological Assessment and 

Sites Feasibi l i ty Report.  

•  Sol ici t ing early input to reduce rework and maintain schedule.  

Bui lding Block to September Decis ion:  

•  Environmental  Planning and Permitt ing Key Mi lestones .  

o  September, RC and AB to review and approve .  

▪  More complete project descr ipt ion .  

▪  Recommendation on Prefer red Project .  

•  Necessity  of staying on schedule.  

Objectives –  Background: 
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•  CEQA Guidel ines –  require that a project descr ipt ion contain a clear 

statement of the project objectives, including the underly ing purpose of  

the Project.  

•  Staff proposing revis ions to objectives to:  

o  Better ref lect goals  of  RC and AB as descr ibed in  the Val ue 

Planning Report and messaging documents .  

o  Add clar i ty and specif icity to improve understanding of  the 

foundation of the Project.  

•  Improve environmental,  agricul tural  and municipal water  supply 

rel iabi l i ty in a cost -effective manner for  Project Part icipant s.  

•  Improve cold water  pool management in Shasta Reservoi r  through 

coordination and exchanges wi th Reclamation to benefi t  anadromous 

f i sh.  

•  Enhance the Delta ecosystem by providing water to convey food 

resources from the f loodplain to the Delta thereby impro ving the food 

chain and qual i ty  of the Delta’s  estuarine habitat for  the benefit  of  

pelagic f ishes in  the north Del ta (e.g. Cache Slough) .  

•  Provide improvements in  state-wide water  supply  rel iabi l i ty  to enhance 

opportuni t ies for f i sh protection, habitat man agement and other 

envi ronmental needs.  

•  Provide local and regional  amenit ies,  including development of 

recreational  faci l i t ies,  reduction of local  f lood damage and maintaining 

community connectivi ty  through roadway modif ications.  

Al ternatives –  Background:  

•  CEQA Guidel ines requi re that an EIR analyze a reasonable range of  

alternatives that would:  

o  Satis fy and attain most of the basic objectives of  the project .  

o  Avoid or substantial ly lessen any of the s igni f icant effects of  the 

project.  

•  Staff  proposing revis ions to al ternatives to better  al ign with Value 

Planning Report.  

•  Alternatives –  Key Components and Dif ferences of  the 

Faci l i t ies/Operations, Action Al ternative 1 (Derived from VP7 and Action 

Al ternative 2 ( Includes Parts  of VP5 and VP6) .  

•  Next Steps:  

o  Continue development and ref inement of  more complete project 

descr ipt ion, including:  

▪  Objectives .  

▪  Action Al ternatives .  

▪  No Action Alternatives .  
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▪  Recommended Preferred Project .  

•  Return to RC and AB in September with:  

o  More complete project descr ipt ion .  

o  Recommend Preferred Project for  the purpose of  the CEQA 

analysi s .  

•  Coordinate with Reclamation and Si tes legal counsel  for input.  

Discussion fol lowed regarding Al ternative 1 and Al ternative 2 (Conveyance 

Release/Dunnigan Release and Route to West s ide of Reservoir)  and cl imate 

change with no action taken.  

  

3.4  Review and comment on the approach for  di scussions wi th the Cal i fornia  

Department of  Water  Resources on a Sites Coordinated Operations Agreement.  

(Attachment A)  

 

Ms. Forsythe stated Staff i s  reinit iat ing technical di scussions wi th DWR on a Si tes 

Coordinated Operat ions Agreement (COA).  She stated the S ites COA would 

address the fol lowing key i tems:  

1.  Coordination of  Si tes water  del iver ies with DWR’s operation of  the State 

Water Project.  

2.  Sites water  accounting in  the context  of  the C oordinated Operations 

Agreement for the CVP and SWP.  

3.  Conveyance and operational  losses.  

4.  Exchanges and transfers  f rom Sites -part icipants to non-Si tes SWP 

contractors .  

5.  Water r ights and point of del ivery  considerations.  

She also spoke to the fol lowing:  

•  Sites Reservoi r  Project Schedule –  Mi lestones and Scheduled dates .  

•  DWR/Si tes Term Sheet Developments Schedules .  

•  Next Steps.  

Discussion fol lowed with no action taken.  

 

3.5  Receive status update on the Colusa Basin Drain  (CBD) evaluation and 

Dunnigan Pipel ine al ignment review.   

  

 Mr. Luu provided an update on the CBD evaluation and the Dunnigan Pipel ine 

al ignment.  He stated the Dunnigan Pipel ine al ignment analysis  i s  progress ing 

wel l ,  with no fatal  f laws having been identi f ied to date.  He stated further  the 

consul tant team is  ref in ing the al ignment to reduce impacts to propert ies and 

landowner operations as wel l  as minimizing environmental  impacts to B i rd 

Creek. He further stated a hydraul ic study of the  CBD has been in i t iated and 

the analysis would confi rm whether releases into the CBD are viable. He said a 

determination of a go/no-go on releases to the CBD would be made by August 
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2020.  And should the use of  the CBD not be feasib le an alternative extendi ng 

the Dunnigan Pipel ine al ignment to the r iver  would st i l l  exis t .   

 

Discussion fol lowed regarding environmental benefi ts  and t iming of  water  

release south of  the Delta with no action taken.  

 

3.6  Receive status update on the approach for Regulatory Agency Technical  

Working Group.  (Attachment A)  

 

 Ms .  Forsythe stated staf f  have re in i t iated ef for ts  on the development and 

submitta l  of  key permits  for  the S i tes Pro ject as ref lected in  the Amendment  

1B Work P lan.  She s tated two technical  work ing groups would be establ i shed 

to faci l i tate regular  communic at ion and coordinat ion with  s tate,  federal  and 

local  agencies  wi th jur i sd ict ion over a l l  or  por t ions of  the Project.   

 

She stated Group 1:  Interagency General  Update  and Coordinat ion Meet ings  

would meet on a quarter ly  bas i s  to update and coordinate with a l l  s tate,  

federal  and local  regulatory  and/or  partner ing agencies ;  Group 2:  F i shery and 

Operat ions Technical  Meet ings would focus ,  as needed on f i shery and 

operat ions meet ings  to review and discuss the model ing approach,  analys i s  

approach, operat ional  cr i te r ia and the resul t ing effects to species of  the 

Pro ject .  She al so spoke to potent ia l  attendees of  each of  the Technical  

Work ing Groups.   

 

B r ief  d i scuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

 

4.  Reports :                                         

 

4.1  Member’s  Reports :  

 

4.1.1  Chairpersons’  Report :   

 

None.  

 

4 .1.2  Workgroup Chai rpersons’  Report :   

 

Reservoi r  Operat ions  & Engineer ing  

 

Mr.  Kunde stated the Reservoi r  Operat ions and Engineer ing Workgroup i s  

meet ing every th ree weeks and progress  i s  being made.  

 

Budget & F inance 

 

Ms.  T raynham stated the Budget and F inance Work group i s  work ing on revis ing 

the Credit  Reimbursement Pol icy and should be to the Reservoi r  Committee 

for  cons iderat ion in  July  2020.   

 

Coordinat ion  

Vice-chai rman Davi s  provided a br ief  update on act iv i t ies  of  the Coordinat ion 

Workgroup.  
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4 .1.3  Reservoi r  Commit tee Part ic ipant Reports :    

 

Th i s  t ime i s  set  as ide to al low Representat ives or  thei r  Al ternates an opportuni ty  

to disc lose/di scuss i tems re lated to the S i tes  Project.  

 

None.  

 

4 .2  Execut ive Di rector ’s  Report s :  

•  Monthly  s tatus repor t .  (Attachment  A)   

•  Message Platform Update.   

•  Delta Stewardship letter  regarding cons i s tency determinat ion  concerns.  

•  Memo regarding report ing and respons ib i l i ty  requi rements  as i t  re lates  to 

conduct  matters  wi th in the workplace.  

•  Governor’s/State Budget.  

•  Strategic  P lanning  Sess ion updates.  

•  Communicat ions regarding the fol lowing:  

o  Revi sed Message Platform has been added to the Home Board  

Package.  

o  Town Hal l  meet ings to be held on July  14  and July  15,  2020.  

o  Landowner Newsletter  re :  r ight s i zed project wi l l  be out soon.  

 

5 .  Future Meet ings  and Schedules :                        

 

5 .1  Suggested Future Agenda I tems .  

 

 B r ief  d i scuss ion fol lowed regarding poss ib le Agenda I tems for  future Agendas .  

 

5 .2  Upcoming meet ings :  

 

Reservoir  Commit tee   

Thursday,  July  16,  2020 1 :00 PM 

Si tes Pro ject  Off ice ,  122 Old Highway 99W Maxwel l ,  CA  95955  
( Te leconferenc ing and v ideo l ink  w i l l  be prov ided a s  an opt ion)  

 

Author i ty  Board  

Wednesday,  July  22,  2020 1:30pm 

Si tes Pro ject  Off ice  
( Te leconferenc ing and v ideo l ink  w i l l  be prov ided as  an opt ion)  
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Vice-Chai rman Davi s  adjourned the meet ing at 3:36 p.m.  

 

 

 

____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

Vice-Chai rman     Execut ive Di rector  

Jeff  Davi s       Jer ry  Brown 



Top ic :  Sites Reservoir Project , Phase 2 2020 June 18 
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Rol l  Ca l l  

 Status: Issued for  use  Version: 0 
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Current Voting Committee Participants (21):  

 

 Pct  Par t i c ipant  

 3.42 American Canyon, City 

 2.51 Antelope Valley-East Kern WA 

 2.46 Carter MWC 

 4.97 Coachella Valley WD 

 4.97 Colusa County  

 5.49 Colusa Co. WD 

 2.50 Cortina WD (1) 

 2.90 Davis WD  

 0.00 
Department of Water 

Resources (non-voting)  

 4.06 Desert WA  

 3.09 Dunnigan WD  

 3.68 Glenn-Colusa ID  

 Pct  Par t i c ipant  

 2.64 LaGrande WD (1) 

 15.34 Metropolitan WD  

 3.42 Reclamation District 108  

 7.93 San Bernardino Valley MWD  

 6.01 San Gorgonio Pass WA  

 6.53 Santa Clara Valley WD  

 3.67 Santa Clarita Valley WA (2)  

 6.27 Westside WD  

 3.17 Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa WSD 

 0.00 
US Bureau of Reclamation 

(non-voting) 

 4.97 Zone 7 WA  

 100.00 Total 
 

18.  Voting members represented at Meeting start    

88%  Represented part ic ipat ion percentage 

Representat ion has been delegated as fol lows:  

(1)  To Jamie Traynham, Davis  WD 

(2)  To Amparo F lores , Zone 7 
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Par t i c ipant  ✓  Representa t ive  ✓  Al ternate  Others  

American Canyon, City  Rick Kaufman  
Felix Hernandez III 
Jason Holley 

 

AVEK WA  Dwayne Chisam  Dan Flory  

Carter MWC  Ben Carter  Ann Carter  

Coachella Valley WD  Robert Cheng  Ivory Reyburn   

Colusa County.  Mike Azevedo  Gary Evans  

Colusa Co. WD  Shelley Murphy  Joe Marsh  

Cortina WD  Jim Peterson  Chuck Grimmer Jamie Traynham 

Davis WD  Jamie Traynham  Tom Charter  

Desert WA  Mark Krause  Steve Johnson  

Dunnigan WD  Bill Vanderwaal    

Glenn-Colusa ID  Thad Bettner  Don Bransford  

LaGrande WD  Zach Dennis   Ken LaGrande Jamie Traynham 

Metropolitan WD  Randall Neudeck  Chandra Chilmakuri  

RD 108  Bill Vanderwaal  Blair Lewis  

San Bernardino V MWD  Bob Tincher  Heather Dyer  

San Gorgonio Pass WA  Jeff Davis    

Santa Clara Valley WD  Cindy Kao  Eric Leitterman  

Santa Clarita Valley WA  Dirk Marks  Steve Cole  

Westside WD  Allan Myers  Dan Ruiz  

Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa 

WSD 
 Rob Kunde    

Zone 7 WA  Amparo Flores 

 
 

 
 

Carol Mahoney 
Jarnail Chahal 

Wes Mercado 
Valerie Pryor 
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Non-Voting Committee Participants (2): 

Par t i c ipant  ✓  Representa t ive /Other  ✓  Al ternate /Other   

Dept of Water Resources  Rob Cooke  David Sandino  

  Ajay Goyal  Jim Wieking  Dave Arrate 

Bureau of Reclamation  Richard Welsh  Don Bader  Chris Duke  

  

Ryan Davis 

Natalie Wolder  

 

 

 

Derya Sumer 

Mike Dietl 

David Van Rijn  

 Mike Mosley 

   Shana Kaplan 

Authority,  Non-Signatory (6): 

Par t i c ipant  ✓  Representa t ive  ✓  Al ternate   

Glenn County  John Viegas    

PCWA  Ed Horton 
 

 

Ben Barker 

Darin Reintjes 
 

Roseville  Sean Bigley 
 

 

Trevor Joseph 

Jason Marks 
 

Sacramento, City of  Jeff Harris  Anne Sanger  

Sacramento County WA  Kerry Schmitz  Michael Peterson  

Tehama-Colusa Canal 

Authority 
 Jeff Sutton    

 
Staff:  

 

✓ Name Represent ing  

 Jerry Brown Executive Director 

 Forsythe, Ali Sites Project Authority 

 Spesert, Kevin Sites Project Authority 

✓ Name Represent ing  

 Trapasso, Joe Sites Project Authority 

 Tirado, Yolanda Board Clerk 

 Kivett, Marcia Admin 

Consultants:  

 

✓ Name Represent ing  

 Alexander, Jeriann Fugro 

 Boling, Robert HDR 

 Briard, Monique ICF 

 Floyd, Kim Floyd 

 Herrin, Jeff AECOM 

 Heydinger, Erin HDR 

 Katz, Sara Katz & Associates 

✓ Name Represent ing  

 Kuney, Scott Young Wooldridge 

 Robinette, JP Brown & Caldwell 

 Rude, Peter Ch2m 

 Spranza, John HDR 

 Tull, Rob Ch2m 

 Warner Herson, 

Laurie 
Phenix 
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Other Attendees:  

Name Represent ing  Contac t  (Phone & E -mai l )  

Laura Nicholson Office of Senator Nielson 
 

Henry Luu HDR 
 

Juleah Cordi 
Office of Assemblyman 

James Gallagher 

 

Cathy Westcot HDR  

Laverne Bill   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 


