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Requested Action :   

 

Consider Award of a legal services contract in a form approved by legal  general  

counsel  and in an amount not to exceed $195,000 to provide in it ial  ass i stance in  

securing water  r ights  approvals for the project.  

 

Detai led Descr ipt ion/Background :  

 

A Request for  Qual i f ications was i ssued for  legal services related to water  r ights 

ass is tance fol lowing last month ’s  review by the Boards of  the scope, schedule  

and budget .   The RFQ was posted on the Authori ty’s websi te  and i ssued to the 

short l i st  of f i rms reviewed by the Board.  F ive f i rms responded with Statement of 

Qual i f ications (SOQs).  The selection panel reviewed the SOQs and determined 

al l  of the f i rms were wel l  qual i f ied, however three f i rms were invited for  interview 

as they stood out as better sui ted for  this  project .   Interviews were conducted on 

September 11  wi th Somach Simmons and Dunn,  Downey Brand, and El l i son,  

Schneider, Harr is ,  and Donlan.   A few remaining i tems are being evaluated and 

the panel  i s  scheduled to meet September 16 to make a f inal  selection .   The 

recommended f i rm wi l l  be made avai lable to  the board members after the f i rms 

are noti f ied and before the board meeting.  

 

Prior  Action:  

 

July 22,  2020:  Approved release of  a Request  for Qual i f ications to in i t iate the 

procurement of  legal services to support  the acquis i t ion of  the water  r ights  

permits and approvals needed to support  the project.  

 

F iscal  Impact/Funding Source : 

 

The Amendment 2 work plan includes $195,000 for legal services associated water 

r ights  acquis i t ion dur ing this  in i t ial  phase of  planning and preparation of  an 

administrat ive draft  water r ights appl ication by the end of 2021.  Subject to 

acceptable performance, the services would be continued through acquis i t ion 

of  al l  water r ights permits  and approvals  expected to occur by 2024.  

 

Staf f Contact :  

 

Jer ry Brown/Al i  Forsythe 

 

At tachments :  

 

None. 


