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Requested Action :   

Consider di rection for staff to revise and recirculate a Draft Environmental 

Impact Report (E IR) to analyze the environmental effects of  the options identi f ied 

in the Final  Si tes Project Value Planning Alternat ives Appraisal  Report  dated Apri l  

13,  2020 (Report) ,  including VP7.  

Detai led Descr ipt ion/Background :  

In August 2017, the Authori ty  and the Bureau of  Reclamation (Reclamation)  

joint ly i ssued a Draft  Envi ronmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIR/EIS) for the Project  pursuant to their  respective lead agency 

obl igations under the Cal i fornia Environmental  Qual i ty  Act (CEQA) and the 

National  Environmental  Pol icy Act (NEPA) 1.   The publ ic comment period on the 

Draft  E IR/EIS was subsequentl y extended and then closed on January 15,  2018.   A 

total  of 141 comments letters were received on the Draft E IR/EIS along with 

comments received at two publ ic hearings held dur ing the publ ic review period.   

From approximately  March 2019 thru the end of  September 2019,  staff  were 

developing responses to the comments received on the Draft E IR/EIS.  On October 

1,  2019,  thi s  work was put on hold in order to focus on the Value Planning Ef fort  

by the Ad Hoc Value Planning Workgroup .   

The Ad Hoc Value Planning Workgroup completed thei r  ef fort  and has provided 

the Si tes Project Value Planning Al ternat ives Appraisal  Report (Report)  for your  

consideration in Agenda Item 2.1a today.  The Report identi f ies addit ional  

project alternatives through a screening process that considered total  project 

cost ,  impacts on landowners,  impacts on traff ic and publ ic safety,  abi l i ty  to meet 

part icipant demands, abi l i ty to provide publ ic benefits to the State, relat ive 

magnitude of envi ronmental impacts, and the est imated cost per acre- foot of 

water  del ivered.  

Staff  recommends that the Draft E IR be revised to analyze the environmental  

effects of  the new al ternatives  in the Report,  including VP7,  and reci rculated for 

publ ic review.  The alternat ives considered in  the Report  general ly have smal ler 

footpr ints  and reduced divers ions into Si tes Reservoir ,  thus resul t ing in  fewer  

adverse environmental  impacts than the alternatives evaluated in  the 2017 Draft 

E IR/EIS.   VP7 consi sts of  a 1.5 mi l l ion acre -foot reservoir ,  1,000 cubic feet per 

 

1  Release of  the draft  E IR/EIS  for  publ ic comment coincided with re lease of  

Reclamat ion’s draft  Feasibi l i ty Report  and the Author i ty’s  submiss ion of  i t s  

Propos i t ion 1 (WSIP)  appl icat ion to the Cal i forn ia Water  Commiss ion.  
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second release capacity  to the Colusa Basin Drain,  a br idge to provide access 

to the west of the reservoir ,  an unpaved road to maintain access to residents 

along the southern port ion of  the reservoi r ,  and would ut i l i ze the exi st ing T ehama-

Colusa Canal  and Glenn-Colusa Canal  faci l i t ies  for  divers ions into Si tes Reservoir .    

For ful l  and open disc losure , to provide the opportuni ty for the publ ic to comment 

on the new al ternatives,  and to promote informed decis ion -making by the 

Authori ty  and other governmental agencies wi th approval authori ty over the 

Project,  Staff  wi l l  begin development of  the revised draft  E IR and wi l l  return to 

the Board to (1) identi fy a preferred alternative once a more complete 

descr ipt ion of the range of al ternatives has been developed; and (2) review and 

approve release of  the recircul ated Draft  E IR.  Direction is  needed f rom the 

Committee and the Authori ty Board on how best  to move forward with CEQA 

compl iance in cons ideration of the addit ional  alternatives identi f ied in the 

Report .    

Reclamation wi l l  need to make a separate decis ion on  how to proceed with the 

EIS under NEPA, including possible continuation of the joint  E IR/EIS approach 

fol lowed previous ly  for  thi s  Project.   Staff  wi l l  work  cooperatively  with 

Reclamation on a joint path forward.   

Prior  Action:  

February 26, 2020 : Approved a recommendation to re-start efforts on the EIR for  

the Si tes Reservoi r  Project and assess the most appropriate approach for 

completing the EIR pursuant to CEQA.   

July 20,  2017:  Approved a recommendation to forward the Draft  E IR/E IS to the 

Authori ty  Board for  i t s  consideration to formal ly  receive and adopt the document 

for inclusion in the Authori ty’s Water  Storage Investment Project appl ication.   

July 31,  2017:  Approved the release of  the Draft  E IR for publ ic and agency review, 

in connection with the Authori ty’s  appl ication to the Cal i fornia Water  Commission 

by August 14, 2017.  The document was publ i shed as joint Draft E IR/EIS by the 

Authori ty under CEQA and Reclamation under NEPA .   

December 19,  2016:  Approved release of  a revised Notice of  Preparation to 

transfer  CEQA lead agency status f rom the Department of Water Resources to 

the Sites Project Authori ty.  P ubl ic scoping meetings were conducted on February 

14 and 15,  2017.  

Fiscal  Impact/Funding Source:  

Costs to begin this effort were included in the Phase 1B Work Plan which was 

approved by the Sites Project Authori ty at  i t s January 22, 2020 Board meeting.   

Costs to complete the recirculated Draft E IR/E IS and begin preparation of the 

Final  E IR/E IS are cons idered in the Amendment 2 Work Plan.  

Costs to complete the Final  E IR/E IS wi l l  be considered in  a future Work Plan.   

Staf f Contact:  

Ali  Forsythe 
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Attachments :  

None.  


