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Requested Action :  

 

Review and comment on Final  Federal  Feasibi l i ty Report  status update.  

 

Detai led Descr ipt ion/Background  

 

The approved 2020-2021 Si tes Federal  Government Affai rs  Pr ior i t ies  includes 

completion of the Final  Federal  Feasib i l i ty  Report  (2020 FFFR) to qual i fy for  federal  

funding. The 2020 FFFR i s concluding a  s ix-month review process  and a secretar ial  

determination i s expected before the end of the year which is  needed to 

continue to qual i fy for  WIIN Act funds.   

 

The 2020 FFFR determines the Si tes project to be feasible and there is  federal  

interest  for investment.  Potential  benefi ts  include CVP operat ional  f lexibi l i ty for  

north ( including the American River watershed) and south of del ta,  new suppl ies 

for  incremental  level  4 refuges, and improvements for  migrating f i sh in  north of  

del ta r ivers  and st reams,  and increased f lows into the Delta  and out to the Bay.  

Si tes would be qual i f ied to receive up to 25% cost share for the project. 

Conservatively ,  the VP7 plan of  f inance does not include WIIN funds,  however 

federal  part icipation up to 25% can be accommodated should an agreement be 

reached.  No matter what level  of federal  part icipation i s sett led on,  the project 

wi l l  continue to be local - led.  

 

The s ignif icant dif ferences between the 2020 FFFR and VP7 (the Authori ty’s 

preferred al ternative)  continue to exi st .  The 1.5MAF reservoir  s i ze in VP7 i s not 

specif ical ly  analyzed and the Delevan Pipel ine i s not el iminated in  the 2020 FFFR.  

The range of  reservoir  s i zes encompasses the 1.5MAF in  VP7 and the report 

indicates that other  conveyance mechanisms  would be feasible.  The Authori ty 

has coordinated communications wi th Reclamation on these issues.   

 

Reclamation and the Authori ty are engaging in technical d iscussions that wi l l  

lead to greater  certainty involving Reclamation’s  level  of  part icipation  and 

coordinated operations between Si tes a nd the CVP and we expect a conclusion 

to these discussions by July  2021.  

 

Previously, i t  was envis ioned that the federal  feasibi l i ty would serve as the basi s 

for meeting the State’s 1/1/22 feasibi l i ty  requi rements. However ,  after further 

clar i f ication of  the State’s  requirements ,  a separate analysi s wi l l  be needed by 

the State and wi l l  instead inform the post processing of  the federal  analysi s  to 

occur in  2022 in  conjunction with f inal i z ing the Supplemental  E IS and issuing of  

a  Record of  Decis ion.    

 

Prior  Reservoir  Commit tee Action:  

 

June 2020:  Receive status update on draft 2020 Final  Federal  Feasibi l i ty Report.  
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Apri l  2020: The organizational  assessment  response matr ix identi f ied two i tems 

being addressed by this  report :  1) Create a strategy to have Reclamation to the 

table to descr ibe what the local  investment wi l l  do for  thei r  contracts  and 2)  

Establ ish a strategy to get state and federal  agencies to b e storage investors .  

 

F iscal  Impact/Funding Source : 

 

The 2020 FFFR was paid with 100% federal  dol lars.  Recently  federal  appropriat ions 

were proposed for  the Si tes Project  for 2020 and 2021 in  amounts of  $4M and 

$9.7M. These funds would contr ibute toward the Amendment 2 work p lan a 

Reclamation’s continued part icipation in  the project ,  i f  approved by Congress.   

 

Staf f Contact :   Jerry Brown 

 

At tachments :  None.  


