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Topic: Sites Reservoir Project 

 
Subject:  Monthly Status Report     Report Period:  2020 November 

 

Monthly Status  Summary:  

The development of  the S i tes Project cont inues to make progress in  the cr i t ical  areas  

including the fol lowing act iv i t ies :  

 

WSIP  Funding:  

•  The Commiss ion cons idered opt ions  for  real locat ing the Temperance F lat  

Reservoi r  $170M MCED. I t  i s  expected that a s taff  recommendation and poss ib le 

Commiss ion could occur on th i s  i ssue as  ear ly  as December  2020.  

•  The project  team has met  wi th  CWC staff  and have been di scuss ing the propose d 

elements of  the Author i ty ’s  demonstrat ion of  75% local  cost  share commitment.  

These ear ly  d iscuss ions wi l l  help to ensure the f inal  del iverables  meet CWC 

standards .  

 

WIIN Act  Funding:  

•  The f i r s t  request  for  payment has been compi led  and reviewed by Reclamation.  

Staff  are set t ing up a separate bank account to receive federal  funds and submi t  

f inal  request  for  payment  once account i s  avai lable.  Addit ional  requests  for  

re imbursement wi l l  occur quarter ly .  

•  The F inal  Federal  Feas ib i l i ty  Report  i s  in  the Off ice of  Management and Budget.  

The document i s  s t i l l  on t rack for  a December 2020 complet ion,  which i s  the 

statutory  deadl ine for  the WI IN Act.  

 

USDA Funding:   

•  No update th i s  month.  

 

Engineer ing:  

•  Cont inued feas ib i l i ty  des ign  analys i s .  

•  Cont inued preparat ion of  Class IV project cost  est imate.  

•  Completed preparat ion of  h igh - level  prel iminary pro ject  construct ion schedule .  

•  Cont inued support ing permitt ing and env i ronmental  data needs,  including review 

and input of  the Project Descr ipt ion  and Construct ion Appendix.  

 

Coordinat ion with Reclamation:  

•  Cont inued coordinat ion wi th Reclamation for  in -k ind work associated with 

geologic and geotechnical  explorat ion effort s  in  support  of  the feas ib i l i ty  des ign.  

•  Cont inued to work wi th Reclamation p lanning and envi ronmental  teams on the 

Nat ional  Envi ronmental  Pol icy Act  approach and schedule.  

•  Cont inued coordinat ing with Reclamation on Endangered Species  Act and 

Sect ion 106 of  the Nat ional  H i stor ic Preservat ion Act consul tat ions  for  

geotechnical  explorat ion and project - level  work.  

•  Began discuss ions  wi th Reclamation on a S i tes -Rec lamation Operat ing 

Agreement.  

•  Worked with Reclamation to evaluate poss ib i l i t ies  for  federal  part ic ipat ion,  
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inc luding cons iderat ion of  a th i rd E IR/E IS a l ternat ive.  

 

Coordinat ion with Department  o f  Water  Resources :  

•  Staff  cont inued focused meet ings wi th DWR operat ions and model ing teams to 

discuss the operat ions of  S i tes  as  i t  re lates  to the State Water  Project ,  Orovi l le  

operat ions ,  and conveyance of  water  south -of-del ta.  

•  Team coordinated a meet ing re lated to model ing resul ts  between SWP -Si tes  

contractors  and DWR operat ions staff .  Meet ing to be held in  December.  

 

Envi ronmental  P lanning  and Permi t t ing :  

•  Cont inued to work  wi th Project engineers  in  the ref inement and further  

descr ipt ion of  project a l ternat ives  and the development of  Chapter  2 

(Al ternat ives)  of  the Revi sed Draf t  E IR/Supplemental  Draf t  E IS  (RDEIR/SDEIS) .  

•  Cont inued analys i s  of  construct ion - re lated envi ronmenta l  effects  and the 

development  of  RDEIR/SDEIS chapters  and appendices;  f i r s t  batch due for  

submitta l  December  10.  

•  Cont inued AB 52 out reach effor ts  to Nat ive Amer ican t r ibes including support  in  

draft ing and mai l ing ongoing consul tat ion let ter s  to t r ibes.  Consul tat ion letters  

were sent on November 14,  2020  and the Author i ty  received responses back f rom 

the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nat ion and the Colusa Indian Community  Counci l .  

•  Coordinat ion with CEQA legal  counsel  on technical  i s sues,  basel ine and 

al ternat ives .  

•  Cont inued coordinat ion wi th the U.S.  Army Corps of  Engineers  on the preparat ion 

for  the Clean Water  Act  404 permit  a nd in i t iated 404 permitt ing smal l  work ing 

group.  

•  Cont inued discuss ions wi th Cal i forn ia  Department of  F i sh and Wi ld l i fe (CDFW) on 

2020/2021 meet ings and workshops .  

•  Cont inued di scuss ions wi th  CDFW regarding take permi t  condit ions and Prop 1  

benef i t s .  

•  Developed Permitt ing Act ion P lan out l in ing key permit  schedule and general  

approach to coordinat ion wi th the Envi ronmental  P lanning and Permitt ing Work 

Group, Reservoi r  Committees and Author i ty  Board.   

•  F inal i zed permits  for  2020/21 geotechnical  act iv i t ies .   

 

Water  Rights :  

•  Developed the Water  R ights  Appl icat ion Key Pr incip les Parameters  and began 

ref inements based on comments and input received .  

 

Operat ions:  

•  F inal i zed second i te rat ion of  CalS im  run including ful l  integrat ion of  model ing 

exchanges wi th Shasta Lake and Lake Orovi l le .  

•  Began implement ing updated basel ine:  CalS im I I  2020 Benchmark basel ine,  which 

includes both ROC on LTO B iOp and act ions f rom the SWP I TP .   

•  Worked closely  wi th  f i sher ies team to ref ine divers ion cr i ter ia  based on prel iminary 

analys i s .  

• Cont inued reviewing Prop 1 benef i t s  under revised pro ject and updated model ;  

coordinated with CDFW on  ecosystem benef i t s  agreement .  
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• Worked with Storage Pol icy Smal l  Group on next steps for  updat ing the Storage 

Pol icy.  

• Supported envi ronmental  p lanning team in development of  operat ions- re lated 

components of  the  project descr ipt ion .  

Stakeholder  Engagement ,  Publ ic  Outreach & Real  Es tate:   

•  Faci l i tated a project  update meet ing wi th the Off ice of  Management and Budget  

(OMB)  including discuss ing the Federal  Feas ib i l i ty  Report ,  project  r ight  s i z ing,  

permit t ing and planned 2021 work p lan act iv i t ies .  

•  Cont inued engagement and out reach ef for ts  wi th landowners,  local  community  

members,  s tate and federal  e lected off ic ia l s ,  non-governmental  organizat ions  

and coal i t ions  of  regional  and statewide organizat ions  to int roduce the Value 

Planning Report  and the new “r ights i zed” project.   

•  Responded to landowner requests  for  p roject  information,  faci l i tated 

coordinat ion act iv i t ies  wi th  local  government  agencies  and organizat ions and 

planned for  future landowner,  s takeholders  and general  publ ic outreach 

act iv i t ies  and events .  

•  Made a presentat ion on th e project to the Colusa Rotary C lub and f inal i zed an 

upcoming ar t ic le for  Munic ipal  Water  Leader magazine featur ing the S i tes Project 

in  the March 2021 i ssue.  

 

Program Management & Adminis t rat ion:  

•  Cont inued coordinat ion effor ts  for  P roject F inancing Act ion P lan .  

 


