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Topic: Sites Reservoir Project, Phase 2 

 
Subject:  Monthly Status Report     Report Period:  2020 September 

 

Monthly Status  Summary:  

The development of  the S i tes Project cont inues to make progress in  the cr i t ical  areas  

including the fol lowing act iv i t ies :  

 

WSIP  Funding:  

•  Submit ted Invoice and Progress  Report  No 5  in  the amount  of  $1 .9  mi l l ion  to the 

Water  Commiss ion .  

•  Discussed wi th ACWA that they should convene a Prop 1 storage projects  

roundtable to di scuss progress and poss ib le coordinat ion on common terms and 

condit ions  for  benef i t  agreements .   ACWA is  cons ider ing the request .  

 

WIIN Act  Funding:  

•  Staff  met wi th Reclamation to discuss repor t ing requi rements and  submit ta l  of  

pre- incur red costs  re lat ive to the Federal  F inancial  Ass i s tance Agreement .  Staff  

wi l l  work to submit  the f i r s t  request  for  re imbursement dur ing October .  

•  The F inal  Federal  Feas ib i l i ty  Report  i s  in  the Off ice of  Management and Budget.  

The document i s  s t i l l  on t rack for  a December 2020 complet ion,  which i s  the 

statutory  deadl ine for  the WI IN Act.  

•  The Author i ty  i s  having discuss ions wi th Reclamation regarding thei r  comment at 

the jo int  September meet ing about  cons ider ing a 1.8MAF al ternat ive in  the 

envi ronmental  documentat ion.   At th i s  s tage the al ternat ive technical ly  remains 

in  p lay because unt i l  the Revised Draft  E IR i s  i s sued, the 2017 Draft  E IR remains  

act ive.   However,  there are ser ious compl icat ions  wi th revert ing to an al ternat ive 

that  Value Planning determined was not  feas ib le  and did not meet  project  

object ives.   The Board wi l l  be kept updated on these discuss ions th rough the 

envi ronmental  p lann ing and permit t ing report ing.  

 

USDA Funding:   

•  A meet ing was held to provide  an update on the s tatus of  the project and the 

new di rect ion for  r ights i z ing .   The loan cont inues in  an act ive status and any 

act ions needed to extend deadl ines would be cons idered at the end of  the 

Amendment 2  work p lan.  

 

Engineer ing:  

•  Cont inued feas ib i l i ty  analys i s  and des ign ref inement  of  project a l ternat ives .  

•  Cont inued support ing permi tt ing and envi ronmental  data needs.  

•  Export/convert  CADD project footpr int  to GIS  format  for  permitt ing and 

envi ronmental  impacts assessment .  

 

Coordinat ion with Reclamation:  

•  Cont inued coordinat ion wi th Reclamation for  in -k ind work associated with 

geologic and geotechnical  explorat ion effort s  in  support  of  the feas ib i l i ty  des ign.  

•  Cont inued to work wi th Reclamation p lanning and envi ronmental  teams on the 

Nat ional  Envi ronmental  Pol icy Act  approach and schedule .  
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•  Cont inued coordinat ing with Reclamation on Endangered Species  Act and 

Sect ion 106 of  the Nat ional  H i stor ic Preservat ion Act consul tat ions  for  

geotechnical  explorat ion and project - level  work.  

 

Coordinat ion with Department  o f  Water  Resources :  

•  Staff  cont inue to meet wi th DWR model ing teams and management to di scuss the  

operat ions of  S i tes as i t  re lates to the State Water  Pro ject and Orovi l le operat ions.  

 

Envi ronmental  P lanning  and Permi t t ing :  

•  Cont inued to work wi th the project engineers  to ref ine al ternat ives,  including the 

des ignated preferred pro ject ,  for  the purposes  of  the envi ronmental  analys i s .  

•  In i t iated the preparat ion of  the Revised Draft  E IR/Supplemental  Draft  resource 

chapters  and sect ions.  

•  Pursuant  to the Author i ty ’s  Local  CEQ A Guidel ines,  p repared CEQA memo for  the 

upcoming phase of  geotechnical  f ie ld  invest igat ions  and in i t iated preparat ion of  

a CEQA Not ice of  Exemption.  

•  In i t iated the in tegrat ion of  the new water  r ights  legal  team into the ongoing 

planning act ions for  prepara t ion of  the project’s  water  r ight  appl icat ion .   

•  In i t iated planning for  preparat ion for  the Clean Water  Act  404 permit  wi th  the US 

Army Corps of  Engineers .   

•  Cont inued discuss ions wi th Cal i forn ia  Department of  F i sh and Wi ld l i fe (CDFW) on 

2020/2021 meet ings and workshops,  CDFW permi t  rev iew schedule and CD FW staf f  

funding to help  ensure suf f ic ient staff ing to meet pro ject  deadl ines.  A meet ing 

with CDFW management i s  being planned for  October to do check - in  on the 

progress of  d i scuss ions regarding take permit  condi t ions and Prop 1  benef i ts .   

•  Cont inued data exchange and water  qual i ty  smal l  technical  work ing groups to 

faci l i tate development of  those project components  for  use in  the Revi sed 

E IR/Supplemental  E IS,  B iological  Assessment  and S i tes  Feas ib i l i ty  Report .  

•  Cont inued the geotechnical  smal l  group effor ts  t o faci l i tate development of  the 

2020/2021 geotechnical  invest igat ion.  Completed updat ing the project 

descr ipt ion  and amended B iological  Assessment  for  the geotechnical  act iv i t ies  

and provided to Rec lamation for  rev iew and input.   

•  Completed the administ rat ive draft  of  the project descr ipt ion for  use in  the 

Revi sed E IR/Supplemental  E IS  and the B io logical  Assessment .  

•  A meet ing i s  p lanned for  October  to review NGO interest  in  the project  evaluat ing 

a divers ion and re lease cr i te r ia that  i s  more rest r ic t ive and along the l ines  of  thei r  

comment  let ter s  on the 2017 Draf t  E IR.   The in tent  of  the meet ing i s  to  get 

c lar i f icat ion of  the requested operat ions  to model  and then the team wi l l  

evaluate next  s teps .    

 

Water  Rights :  

•  Conducted a meet in g State Board staff  and Board member Sean MacQui re  to 

review the new project d i rect ion,  r ights i z ing,  and to c lar i fy  the updated 

schedule for  water  r ights  appl icat ions and process.  

 

Operat ions :  

•  Completed prel iminary CalS im analys i s  of  prefer red project  and began reviewing 

with s taf f  and f i sher ies team.  
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•  Cont inued ref in ing S i tes Pro ject Cal s im model ,  including cont inued development  

of  Shasta Exchange code, and evaluate f i sher ies impacts  in  preparat ion for  

d i scuss ions wi th CDFW.  

•  Worked with Storage Pol icy smal l  group to di scuss the or ig inal  development of  

the Storage Pol icy and potent ia l  updates.  

•  Led in i t ia l  meet ing with  the DWR and Reclamation Operat ions  Agreement 

negot iat ions team.  

 

Stakeholder  Engagement ,  Publ ic  Outreach & Real  Es tate:  

•  Cont inued engagement and out reach ef for ts  wi th landowners,  local  community  

members,  s tate and federal  e lected off ic ia l s ,  non-governmental  organizat ions,  

and coal i t ions  of  regional  and statewide organizat ions  to int roduce the Value 

Planning Report  and the new “r ights i zed” project.   

•  Responded to landowner requests  for  p roject  information,  faci l i tated 

coordinat ion act iv i t ies  wi th  local  government  agencies  and organizat ions and 

planned for  future landowner,  s takeholders  and general  publ ic outreach 

act iv i t ies  and events .  

 

Program Management & Adminis t rat ion:  

•  Presented 75% Local  Cost  Share  Commitment In formation at September Joint  

Meet ing.  

•  Coordinated wi th Reclamation on F inancial  Ass i s tance Agreement Report ing 

Requi rements .  

 


