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Requested Action :  

Review and comment on the approach for  updates to the Si tes Water Storage 

Pol icy.    

Detai led Descr ipt ion/Background : 

In July 2020,  the Reservoir  Committee and Authori ty Board refer red consideration 

of  updates to the condit ional ly  approved August  2019 Water  Storage Pol icy to 

the Ad Hoc Engineering and Operations Workgroup . The Ad Hoc Engineering and 

Operations Workgroup establ i shed a smal l  working group to assess changes to 

the pol icy and br ing those recommended changes back to the Workgroup.   

The smal l  working group met in late September 2020 to begin efforts.  The group 

discussed the background and reasons why the Storage Pol icy was developed 

along with addit ional detai l  on some of the  sections and concepts in the pol icy.  

The group also explored possible changes to the pol icy.    

In consideration of  sett ing a foundation for the Reservoir  Committee member ’s  

investment and then translat ing that foundation into contractual terms and 

operat ional  terms,  staff  took an action i tem to identi fy  the purpose and di fferent 

components of the Storage Pol icy, Water Storage and Supply Contract,  and 

Water Operations Plan. Staff feels that al l  three documents add value and have 

different purposes and i s  p roposing the fol lowing key purposes for each 

document.   

•  Updated Storage Pol icy –  Would include high- level  or  pol icy- level  

pr inciples  related to divers ions,  storage, releases  and 

exchanges/transfers .  Broadest and most general  of  the three 

documents.   

•  Water  Storage and Service Contracts –  Contracts between part icipants 

and the Authori ty .  Identi f ies  specif ic requirements for both the 

part icipants and the Authori ty  related to part icipation,  d ivers ions,  

storage, releases,  and exchanges/transfers .  Wi l l  adhere to the Storage 

Pol icy’s pr inciples  and wi l l  t ranslate concepts in the Storage Pol icy into 

contractual terms and condit ions .  

•  Operations Plan –  Provides the detai led operational mechanics for 

implementing the Water  Service Contracts.  Would include specif ic 

detai ls  to operational i ze divers ions, storage, releases and 

exchanges/transfers .  Would be consi stent wi th the Storage Pol icy. The 

most detai led and specif ic of the three documents.   

The fol lowing changes have been identi f ied for the upcoming Storage Pol icy  

update:   

•  Removal or update of speci f ic numbers related to part icipation,  

releases, etc.  
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•  Confi rmation of the storage for ecosystem benefits  being equal  pr ior i ty  

to other investor  storage. The storage for ecosystem benefi ts  i s  to be 

managed under an agreement to be developed with CDFW . 

•  Clari fy ing maximizing divers ions versus part icipant autonomy  for  

divers ions .  

•  Convert ing to part icipation as storage volume versus the current 

approach of  using average annual del iver ies.  

•  Identi f ication of the Authori ty as the Si tes water r ight holder  per the 

current bylaws.  

•  Confi rmation of Funks Reservoi r  and the Terminal Regulating Reservoir  

as points of del ivery  wi th clar i f ication of  responsibi l i t ies for  water 

movement beyond these points.    

Staff wi l l  continue to work with the smal l  working group to make the changes 

identi f ied above to the Storage Pol icy and anticipate br inging the revised pol icy 

to the Reservoir  Committee and Authori ty  Board in  early 2021.  

Prior  Reservoir  Commit tee Action:  

July16, 2020:  Review and comment on the condit ional ly approved August  2019 

Water Storage Pol icy and consideration of updates to al ign with Value Planning.  

Recognize the storage pol icy serves as the foundational document to 2021 key 

mi lestones of creat ing a Plan of Fi nance and Operations Plan and refer  

consideration of updates to the ad hoc Engineering and Operations Workgroup.  

August 26,  2019:  Presented and adopted, pending minor modif ications included 

in Attachment A and pending home board legal review.  

August 15,  2019: Draft  Storage Pol icy presented and discussed at the Joint  

Workshop. 

July 19 & 22,  2019: Draft  Storage Pol icy was provided to for  review to the Reservoi r  

Committee and Authori ty Board meetings to al low al l  S i tes Part icipants  to review, 

discuss and comment.  

Fiscal  Impact/Funding Source:  

None.  

Staf f Contact:  

Ali  Forsythe 

Attachments :  

None.  


