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Topic: Sites Reservoir Project 

 
Subject:  Monthly Status Report     Report Period:  2020 October 

 

Monthly Status  Summary:  

The development of  the S i tes Project cont inues to make progress in  the cr i t ical  areas  

including the fol lowing act iv i t ies :  

 

WSIP  Funding:  

•  A roundtable di scuss ion among the 8  storage projects  wa s scheduled for  

November 6 .  Th i s  i s  an opportuni ty  to explore poss ib le areas for  col laborat ion 

going forward.  ACWA has not  s tepped up to be involved. P roject  proponents  

agreed to in i t ia te the discuss ions .  

•  The Temperance F lat  Reservoi r  Author i ty  took  an act ion to not i fy  the CWC th ey 

no longer  wi sh to receive  the ~$170M MCED.  They did however ,  request  that  the 

CW work wi th them to ident i fy  projects  that could provide s imi lar  benef i ts  to those 

funded in Prop1 with in the San Joaquin Val ley .   

•  Progress  payment No.5  in  the amount of  $1.9 mi l l ion  has not been received.  

 

WIIN Act  Funding:  

•  F i r s t  request  for  payment was submit ted to Reclamation for  $658,092.17 on 

October  30 .  

•  The F inal  Federal  Feas ib i l i ty  Report  i s  in  the Off ice of  Management and Budget.  

The document i s  s t i l l  on t rack for  a December 2020 complet ion,  which i s  the 

statutory  deadl ine for  the WI IN Act.  

 

USDA Funding:   

•  No update th i s  month.  

 

Engineer ing:  

•  Cont inued feas ib i l i ty  analys i s  and des ign ref inement  of  project a l ternat ives.  

•  Began preparat ion of  Class  IV  project cost  est imate.  

•  Began preparat ion of  a h igh - level  project const ruct ion schedule.  

•  Cont inued support ing permi tt ing and envi ronmental  data needs.  

 

Coordinat ion with Reclamation:  

•  Cont inued coordinat ion wi th Reclamation for  in -k ind work associated with 

geologic and geotechnical  explorat ion effort s  in  support  of  the feas ib i l i ty  des ign.  

•  Cont inued to work wi th Reclamation p lanning and envi ronmental  teams on the 

Nat ional  Envi ronmental  Pol icy Act  approach and schedule .  

•  Cont inued coordinat ing with Reclamation on Endangered Species  Act and 

Sect ion 106 of  the Nat ional  H i stor ic Preservat ion  Act consul tat ions  for  

geotechnical  explorat ion  and project - level  work.  The amended B iological  

Opin ion for  geotechnical  explorat ions was received on October 20.  

 

Coordinat ion with Department  o f  Water  Resources :  
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•  Staff  had several  focused meet ings wi th  DWR operat ions and model ing  teams to 

discuss the operat ions of  S i tes as i t  re lates to the State Water  Project and Orovi l le 

operat ions.  

 

Envi ronmental  P lanning  and Permi t t ing :  

•  Cont inued to work wi th project engineers  in  ref inement of  project a l ternat ives  

focus ing on construct ion means and methods and development of  a h igh - level  

schedule to be included as an appendix to the Revi sed Draft  E IR/Supplemental  

Draft  E IS.  

•  Cont inued AB 52 outreach to Nat ive Amer ican t r ibes ,  including meet ing with 

representat ives of  the Colusa Indian Communi ty  Counci l  (CICC) Cachi l  Dehe 

Band of  Wintun Indians .  

•  Cont inued preparat ion of  the Revi sed Draf t  E IR/Supplemental  Draft  E IS ,  

speci f ical ly  those resource chapters  and appendices that  not dependent on 

model ing and scheduled to be submit ted in  ear ly  December .   

•  Cont inued to work wi th the project engineers  to ref ine al ternat ives,  including the 

des ignated preferred pro ject ,  for  the purposes  of  the envi ronmental  analys i s .  

•  Cont inued planning for  p reparat ion for  the Clean Water  Act 404 permit  wi th the 

US Army Corps of  Engineers  and in i t ia ted 404 permi tt ing smal l  work ing group.  

•  Cont inued discuss ions wi th Cal i forn ia  Department of  F i sh and  Wi ld l i fe (CDFW) on 

2020/2021 meet ings and workshops .  

•  Held an inter -agency project  update meet ing and an Aquat ics Workshop with  a 

focus on the revi s ions to the Project’s  aquat ic model ing and review of in i t ia l  

model ing resul t s .   

•  Cont inued di scuss ions  wi th  CDFW regarding take permi t  condit ions and Prop 1  

benef i t s .  

•  Cont inued data exchange and water  qual i ty  smal l  technical  work ing groups to 

faci l i tate development of  those project components  for  use in  the Revi sed 

E IR/Supplemental  E IS,  B iological  Assessment  and S i tes  Feas ib i l i ty  Report .  

 

Water  Rights :  

•  In i t iated meet ings wi th water  r ights  legal  counsel  and MBK to cont inue ref in ing 

the approach for  development  of  the water  r ights  appl icat ion.  

•  Cont inued development of  Water  R ights  Appl icat ion Key  Parameters .  

 

Operat ions :  

•  F inal i zed prel iminary  CalS im run and in i t ia l  impacts analys i s ,  inc luding OBAN and 

IOS.  

•  Worked closely  wi th  f i sher ies  team to evaluate potent ia l  benef i ts  and impacts to 

f i sh species based on prel iminary model ing resul ts .  

•  Reviewed prel iminary CalS im analys i s  wi th staff  and select  agencies.  

• Began second CalS im i terat ion including ful l  in tegrat ion of  model ing exchanges 

wi th Shasta Lake and Lake Orovi l le.  

• Began evaluat ing Prop 1  benef i ts  under  revised project and updated model .  

Stakeholder  Engagement ,  Publ ic  Outreach & Real  Es tate:  

•  F inal i zed par t ic ipat ion agre ements  wi th  agencies  and i s sued invoices for  f i r s t  cash 



Monthly Status Report 2020 October Report Period: 
        

   Page: 2 of 3 

 

cal l  insta l lment  of  $60/AF,  due November 1 ,  2020.  Projected total  par t ic ipat ion 

level  reduced f rom 173,720 AF to 166,420 AF based on Val ley  Water  

recommendation to thei r  board for  a  500 AF part ic ipat ion level .  The projected 

part ic ipat ion level  represents a reduct ion of  26,472 AF f rom the pr ior  level  and 

reduces work p lan revenue by $2.65M. The unal located funds in  the work p lan i s  

reduced f rom $3.38M ( includes unal located plan o f  f inance budget)  to $730k.   

The f inancial  condit ions wi l l  be re -evaluated in  February 2021 when the second 

cash cal l  amount  i s  determined.  

•  Cont inued engagement and out reach ef for ts  wi th landowners,  local  community  

members,  s tate and federal  e lected off ic ia l s ,  non-governmental  organizat ions  

and coal i t ions  of  regional  and statewide organizat ions  to int roduce the Value 

Planning Report  and the new “r ights i zed” project.   

•  Responded to landowner requests  for  p roject  information,  faci l i tated 

coordinat ion act iv i t ies  wi th  local  government  agencies  an d organizat ions and 

planned for  future landowner,  s takeholders  and general  publ ic outreach 

act iv i t ies  and events .  

 

Program Management & Adminis t rat ion:  

•  Developed Project F inancing Act ion P lan def in ing approach, schedule,  and 

resources to meet 75% local  cost  share requi rement  for  Prop 1  by January 1,  2022 .  

•  Submit ted CWC Invoice/Progress Report  6 .  

•  Submit ted CWC Quarter ly  Report  9 ( for  work  performed th rough September  2020) .  

•  Submit ted F inancial  Ass i s tance Agreement F inancial  Invoice 1  for  $650,000 to 

Reclamation.  

•  Submit ted F inancial  Ass i s tance Agreement Per formance Report  1 to Reclamation .  

 


