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ROB COOKE, CA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES (EX-OFFICIO, NON-VOTING) 
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GREG JOHNSON, WESTERN CANAL WATER D ISTRICT 

JAMIE TRAYNHAM, TC 4  D ISTRICTS 

 

January 22, 2020 1:30 p.m. 

Sites Project Authority 

MINUTES 
 

The S i tes  P ro ject  Author i ty  Board of  Di rectors  met in  Regular  Sess ion  on January 22 ,  

2020 at the hour  of  1 :30  p.m.  Directors  Present :  F r i t z  Durs t ,  Chai r ,  Gray  Al len,  Vice -

chai r ,  Joe Marsh,  Le igh McDaniel ,  Jeff  Harr i s ,  and R ob Cooke. Directors  Absent :  

Gary Evans ,  Don B ransford and Jef f  Sutton.  Alternate Di rectors  Present :  Logan 

Dennis ,  Mike Azevedo and Natal ie Wolder.  (Other Al ternate D i rectors  that may be 

l i s ted as present below, did not par t ic ipate in  the decis ion -making,  p rocess) .  

Associate Members  present :  Ted Tr imble.  

 

Staff  Present :  J im Watson,  General  Manager  

 Scott  Kuney,  Genera l  Counsel  

 Jamie Traynham, Treasurer  & TC -4 Di st r ic t  Al ternate  

 Kevin Speser t ,  Joe T rapasso,  Al i  Forsy the,  S i te Project Author i ty   

 Yolanda T i rado, Clerk  

 

Others  Present:  JP Robinette,  Marcia  K ivett ,  B rown & Caldwel l   

 E r in  Heydinger ,  HDR  

 Laura Nichol son,  Senator  J im Niel sen’s  Off ice 

 Benjamin Barker ,  PCWA 

 Juleah Cordi ,  Assemblyman Gal lagher’s  Off ice 

 Brett  Ewart ,  Ci ty  of  Sacramento  

 B ruce Houdesheldt ,  Ci ty  of  Rosevi l le  

 Ryan Davis ,  USBR  

 Ken S incla i r ,  PARSONS  

 Char lene Vaugh, KCOE- ISOM 

  

P ledge of  Al legiance.  

INTRODUCTIONS:  

Chai rman Durst  asked those present to in t roduce themselves.  

AGENDA APPROVAL :  
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Chairman Durst  s tated Agenda I tem Number 1.2  regarding Author i ty  Board 

E lect ions for  calendar year 2020 w i l l  be tabled to the February Board meet ing .  

 

Act ion :  I t  was moved by  Di rector  Marsh,  seconded by D i rector  McDaniel  to 

approve the January  22,  2020 S i tes P roject Author i ty  Agenda , as amended. Mot ion 

carr ied:  Al l  those Di rectors  present  voted yes.   

 

MINUTES APPROVAL :  

 

Act ion :  I t  was moved by Di rector  Al len,  seconded by Di rec tor  Parker  to approve 

the December  20,  2019 S i tes  Project  Author i ty  Minutes,  as p resented.  Mot ion 

carr ied:  Al l  those Di rectors  present  voted yes.  

 

PERIOD OF PUBL IC COMMENT :  

 

Chai rman Durst  cal led for  a  per iod of  publ ic comment .  Hear ing none,  he c losed 

the per iod of  publ ic comment.  

 

1.  CHAIRPERSONS’  REPORT :   

 

Th i s  t ime i s  set  as ide to al low the Chai r  &/or  Vice Chai r  an opportuni ty  to 

disc lose/discuss i tems re lated to the S i tes Project;  including any meet ings  

wi th external  s takeholders  to advance t he S i tes  Project.  

 

1 .1  Updates :  

 

Chai rman Durst  prov ided an update on the fol lowing:  

 

▪  Execut ive Di rector’s  Recrui tment Update .  

▪  Faci l i tator  for  st rategic p lanning.   

▪  Status to Become an employer.   

B r ief  d i scuss ion fol lowed regarding the above matters  wi th no act ion taken.  

 

Mr.  Watson provided an update on the Governor’s  Draft  Res i l iency 

Portfol io .  

 

Lengthy d iscuss ion fol lowed on the above matter  wi th  no act ion taken.  

 

1 .2  Conduct Author i ty  Board E lect ions for  calendar year 2020.  

 

Chai rman Durst  tabled the elect ions  for  the Author i ty  Board for  calendar  

year 2020 to the February Author i ty  Board meet ing.  

 

2 .  BOARD MEMBER REPORTS :  (No act ion wi l l  be taken)   

 

Th i s  t ime i s  set  as ide to give the Di rectors  an opportuni ty  to di sc lose/  di scuss 

i tems re lated to the S i tes  Project ;  including any  meet ings  wi th external  

stakeholders  to  advance the S i tes Project.  

 

None.  

 

3.  CONSENT AGENDA:   
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None.  

 

4 .  MANAGER’S  REPORT:   

 

4 .1  Discuss ion and poss ib le di rect ion to s taff  regarding the Si tes Project’s  

month ly  status repor t .  (Attachment  4-1A)  

 

 Mr. Watson provided an overv iew of project act iv i t ies  per formed in the 

months of  December 2019 and January 2020 as fol lows:  

•  Cont inued to support  Reclamation on thei r  Feas ib i l i ty  Report  and the 

geotechnical  data col lect ion.  

•  Cont inued to advance the Value Planning exercise in  engineer ing  and 

envi ronmental .    

•  Ms. Forsythe part ic ipated as  a  panel  member at the Pub l ic Pol ic ies  

Inst i tute of  Cal i forn ia  event regarding f reshwater  ecosystem benef i ts .  

•  Congratulated Ms.  Forsy the and Mr.  Rob inette on being selected  to be 

part  of the Northern  Cal i forn ia Water  Associat ion’s  Sacramento Val ley 

Leadersh ip  Program.  

•  Announced Form 700s (2019 Annual  Statements)  are due by Apr i l  2 ,  2020 

for  a l l  members and al ternates  and f rom those assuming or  leaving 

off ice.  

 

4.2  Discuss ion and poss ib le di rect ion to s taff  regarding Proposi t ion 1 ,  WSIP 

act iv i t ies  and WI IN Act Funding.   

 

 Mr.  Watson provide a review of Proposi t ion 1,  WSIP act iv i t ies  and WI IN Act  

Funding as fol lows:  

•  Received payment for  the 2 n d  and 3 r d  Invoices,  wi th the 4 t h  Invoice to be 

submitted in  February.  

•  Water Commiss ion met on  January 15,  2020 and cons idered the 

fol lowing:  

o  E lect ion of  new Off icers/Commiss ioners .  

o  Approved an update to the St rategic  P lan .  

o  Received an update on SIGMA .  

o  Received an update on Prop 1  –  Water  S torage Investment Program .  

o  Tabled discuss ion on the Governo r ’ s  Res i l iency Port fol io to February .  

•  USDA:  

o  Prepar ing  end of  year Status Report  on progress being made towards 

the project .  

•  Federal  Appropr iat ions :  

o  December 20,  2019,  H.R.  1865,  Appropr iat ions B i l l  was  s igned into law.  
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o  Cont inued to work  wi th Reclamation on a  F inancial  Ass i s tance 

Agreement that would al low fund ing for  S i tes.  

o  Cont inued to meet  wi th Centra l  Val ley Operat ions re:  Operat ions 

Agreement.   

Ms .  Kennedy provided a br ief  update on the progress of  the i r  Feas ib i l i ty  

Report .   

 

B r ief  d i scuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

 

5.  2019 FINANCE & BUDGET AD HOC COMMITTEE :   

 

5 .1  Accept the Treasurer’s  Report .  (Attachment 5-1A)  

 

 Act ion :  I t  was moved by Di rector  Dennis ,  seconded by Di rector  McDaniel  to 

accept the Treasurer’s  Report ,  as  presented.  Mot ion carr ied:  Al l  D i rectors  

present voted yes.  

 

5 .2  Consider  approval  of  the monthly  Payment of  Cla ims.  (Attachment  5-2A &  B)  

 

 Act ion :  I t  was moved by Di rector  Har r i s ,  seconded by Di rector  McDaniel  to 

approve the monthly  Payment of  Cla ims,  as  presented. Mot ion carr ied:  Al l  

D i rectors  present voted yes.  

 

5 .3  Consider  approval  of  the  annual  resolut ion adopt ion of  the A dvance Check 

Approval  Pol icy  Number 01-2019.  (Attachment  5-3A) 

 

 Act ion :  I t  was moved by Di rector  Al len,  seconded by Di rector  McDaniel  to 

adopt the Advance Check Approval  Pol icy Number  01 -2019.  Mot ion car r ied:  

Al l  D i rectors  present  voted yes.  

 

6.  Phase 2 (2019)  RESERVOIR COMMITTEE :   

 

6 .1  Report  on the January 17 ,  2020 Phase 2 (2019)  Reservoi r  Committee meet ing .  

(Attachment  6-1A)  

 

 Mr.  Watson provided a review of act ions approved and matters  d i scussed at  

the January 17 ,  2020 Phase 2  (2019)  Reservoi r  Commit tee meet ing.  

 

6.2  Informational update regarding value planning effor ts  to develop an 

updated pro ject  descr ipt ion .  

 

 Mr.  Watson provided an update on the value planning ef fort s  to develop an 

updated project descr ipt ion,  stat ing on January 14 ,  2020 a f ie ld t r ip was 

conducted to inspect potent ia l  locat ions of  key project features .  A 

presentat ion was al so held wi th discuss ion  on faci l i ty  modif icat ion s  that  

could potent ia l ly  lower the cost  of  the project.   

 

D i scuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

  

6.3 Work P lan:   
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6.3.1  Informational update regarding the proposed process for  developing a 

Reservoi r  Committee work plan and overal l  schedule of work to be completed 

through December 31, 2021 and under the current Part icipat ion Agreement 

as Amendment 2.  (At tachments  6-3.1A & B)  

Mr. Watson provided an update regarding the proposed process for  

developing a work plan  for  the project to move forward  and overal l  schedule 

of  work to be completed through December 31, 2021 and spoke to the 

fol lowing:  

•  Purpose.  

•  Goals by end 2021 .  

•  Key decis ions .  

•  Schedule .  

•  Pr ior i t ies .  

D iscuss ion fol lowed regarding  the i ssues below:  

•  Development of  a p lan to move forward through 2021 .  

•  Agreement on targets .  

•  Milestones .  

•  F inancial  feas ib i l i ty  of  p roject .  

•  Pro ject  s i ze .  

•  Poss ib le  reci rculat ion of  the E IR/E IS .  

•  Funding of  next Phase.  

•  Part ic ipat ion agreements  

•  Three “Go/No -Go”  opt ions .  Mr.  Watson stated the goal  i s  to return in  

February wi th a  cr i t ical  path schedule ,  cost  targets and cash cal l s  

needed.   

6.3.2  Informational update regarding the Reservoi r  Committee work plan for the 

period of January 1, 2020 through August  31,  2020 as part  of  the no cost  t ime 

extension to the current part icipation agreement for  the being considered by 

the Reservoir  Committee  (At tachment  6-3.2A)  for the fol lowing uses:  

1.  Amending exist ing consultant contract task orders  and developing new 

task orders  as needed, including the engineering service areas HC and HR.   

2.  Developing a revised Exhibi t  B  to the Phase 2 (2019)  Part icipation 

Agreement through Aug 31,  2020 (aka Amendment  1B).  

Mr.  Watson provided an update on the Work Plan for  the period of  January 

1, 2020 through August 31, 2020 i .e.,  how to manage cash on hand, 

unal located funds and the WIFIA appl ication.   

Br ief di scussion fol lowed with no action taken.  

 

7.  SPECIAL PRESENTATION:  
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7.1 Water  and Fi sher ies Projects  in  the Sacramento River  System and the 

Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta .  

 

 Ms. Forsythe stated she was unable to get an expert speaker to present at the 

Authori ty  Board meeting.  She stated she should have someone l ined up for  

February.  

 

 Br ief di scussion fol lowed with no action taken.  

 

8 .  2019 POLICY & GOVERNANCE AD HOC COMMITTEE :   

 

 Chai rman Durst  and Mr.  Spesert  prov ided an update regarding the i r  

Washington DC tr ip ,  the meet ings and act iv i t ies  they at tended.  

 

9.  2019 LEGISLAT IVE & OUTREACH AD HOC COMMITTEE :    

 

9 .1  Discuss ion and poss ib le di rect ion to s taff  regarding federal  and state govern 

mental  affa i r s/ legis lat ive,  stakeholder engagement  and communicat ions  

act iv i ty .  

 

 Mr.  Speser t  provided a br ief  update on a meet ing with the  Legis lat ive 

Committee where s t rategy on the res i l iency portfol io on the s tate level  was 

discussed.  He also stated a State legi s lat ive  tour  wi l l  be  scheduled in  

February .  Also stated they are work ing on schedul ing another DC t r ip  and 

cont inue to communicate wi th the elected off ic ia l s  local ly  and in  DC.  

 

B r ief  d i scuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

 

10.  2019 LAND MANAGEMENT AD HOC COMMITTEE:    

 

10.1  Discuss ion  and poss ib le di rect ion to s taff  regarding real  es tate,  land 

management,  s i te faci l i ty  act iv i t ies  and ear ly  geotechnical  explorat ions.  

 

 Mr.  Speser t  provided a br ief  update regarding the f ie ld t r ip on January 14,  

2020 and landowner  part ic ipat ion.  

 

Chai rman Durst  adjourned the meet ing at 2:50 p.m. to reconvene on February 26,   

2020 at the hour of  1 :30 p.m.  

 

 

 

_____________________________________ _____________________________________ 

Fr i t z  Durst ,  Chai rman     Yolanda T i rado, Clerk  


