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Board of Directors 
FRITZ DURST, RECLAMATION D ISTRICT 108, CHAIR  

GRAY ALLEN, PLACER COUNTY WATER AGENCY/C ITY OF ROSEVILLE, V ICE-CHAIR 

GARY EVANS, COLUSA COUNTY SUPERVISOR 

LEIGH MCDANIEL, GLENN COUNTY SUPERVISOR 

LOGAN DENNIS,  GLENN-COLUSA IRRIGATION D ISTRICT 

JEFF SUTTON, TEHAMA-COLUSA CANAL AUTHORITY 

DOUG PARKER, WESTSIDE WATER D ISTRICT 

JOE MARSH, COLUSA COUNTY WATER D ISTRICT 

JEFF HARRIS,  C ITY OF SACRAMENTO/SACRAMENTO COUNTY WATER AGENCY 

DON BADER, U.S BUREAU OF RECLAMATION (COST-SHARE PARTNER, NON-VOTING) 

ROB COOKE, CA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES (EX-OFFICIO, NON-VOTING) 

Associate Members (NON-VOTING) 

GREG JOHNSON, WESTERN CANAL WATER D ISTRICT 

JAMIE TRAYNHAM, TC 4  D ISTRICTS 

 

February 26, 2020 1:30 p.m. 

Sites Project Authority 

MINUTES 
 

The S i tes Project Author i ty  Board of  Di rectors  met in  Regular  Sess ion on February 

26,  2020,  at  the hour of  1:30  p.m. Directors  Present :  F r i t z  Durst ,  Chai r ,  Jeff  Sutton,  

Vice-Chai r ,  Gary Evans,  Logan Dennis ,  Doug Parker ,  Le igh McDaniel ,  Joe Marsh,  

and Rob Cooke. Alternate Di rectors  Present :  Michael  Azevedo, Brett  Ewart ,  Natal ie  

Wolder,  Anne Sanger.  (Other Al ternate Di rectors  that may be l i s ted as present 

below, did  not part ic ipate in  the deci s ion -making,  process) .  Associate Members 

Present :  Greg Johnson.  

 

Staff  Present :  J im, Watson,  Genera l  Manager  

   Scott  Kuney,  Genera l  Counsel  

   Jamie Traynham, Treasurer  & TC -4 Di st r ic t  Al ternate  

   Kevin Speser t ,  Joe T rapasso,  Al i  Forsy the,  S i tes Project Author i ty  

   Yolanda T i rado, Clerk/Secretary  

 

Others  Present:  JP Robinette,  Marcia  K ivett ,  B rown and Caldwel l  

   B i l l  Vanderwaal ,  RD 108/DWD  

   Gary Dar l ing,  Dar l ing H20  

   Kerry  Schmi tz ,  Sacramento County Water  Agency  

   Ken S incla i r ,  Parsons  

   Robert  Bol ing,  Laura Warner  Herson-Phen ix ,  S i tes  Integrat ion  

   Thad Bettner ,  GCID   

   T reve Campos,  Wi l l iams  

   Chr i s ty  Scof ie ld,  Arbuckle  

   Ed Hor ton,  PCWA 

   Juleah Cordi ,  Assemblyman Gal lagh er’s  Off ice  

 

P ledge of  Al legiance.  

 

INTRODUCTION:  

 

Chai rman Durst  asked those present to in t roduce themselves.  
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AGENDA APPROVAL :  

 

Chai rman Durst  cal led for  approval  of  the February 26,  2020 S i tes  Project Author i ty  

Agenda. He stated Agenda I tems under  No.  6 Phase 2 (2019)  Reservoi r  Committee 

would be cons idered after  5.3 ,  an amendment to a cont ract wi th Fechter  & 

Company,  Cert i f ied  Publ ic Accountants .  

 

Act ion :  I t  was moved by Di rector  Dennis ,  seconded by Di rector  Sutton to approve 

the February  26 ,  2020 S i tes P ro ject  Author i ty  Agenda, as amended. Mot ion carr ied:  

Al l  those Di rectors  present voted yes.  

 

MINUTES APPROVAL :  

 

Act ion :  I t  was moved by Di rector  Evans,  seconded by Di rector  Parker  to approve 

the January  22,  2020 S i tes  Project Author i ty  Minutes ,  as presented.  Mot ion carr ied:  

Al l  those Di rectors  present voted yes.  

 

PERIOD OF PUBL IC COMMENT :  

 

Chai rman Durst  cal led for  a  per io d of  publ ic comment .  Hear ing none,  he c losed 

the per iod of  publ ic comment.  

 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION:  

 

In formational  Presentat ion  regarding on-going or  future act iv i t ies  and projects in  

the Sacramento River  System and the Sacramento -San Joaquin Del ta .  

 

Mr.  Bettner  provided an update regarding the s tatus of  the Voluntary Agreements .  

He included ongoing act iv i t ies  and project s  in  the Sacramento River  sys tem and 

the Sacramento-San Joaquin Del ta that may affect the S i tes Project,  e i ther  

pos i t ively  or  negat ively .   

  

1 :50  p.m.  Di rector  McDaniel  i s  now present and seated.  

 

D iscuss ion fol lowed, wi th no act ion taken at th i s  t ime.  

 

1.  CHAIRPERSONS’  REPORT :   

 

Th i s  t ime i s  set  as ide to al low the Chai r  and/or Vice Chai r  an opportuni ty  to 

disc lose/discuss i tems re lated to the S i tes Project;  including any meet ings  

wi th external  s takeholders  to advance the S i tes  Project.  

Chai rman Durst  prov ided an update on the fol lowing:  

•  Board representat ion  thanked Board Members  leaving and welcomed 

new Board Members  aboard.  

•  February  11 ,  2020 presented to the Woodside Ather ton Garden Club 

regarding S i tes and the topic of  “f ix  vs  f ight .”   

Mr.  Dar l ing provided an update on the fol lowing:  

•  Execut ive Di rector’s  Recrui tment .  

•  Faci l i tator  for  st rategic p lanning .  

Br ief di scussion fol lowed with no action taken.  



MINUTES February 26, 2020 
  

 
 PAGE 3 OF 9 

1.1 Conduct Authority Board Elections for calendar year 2020. 

Chairman Durst stated the matter before the Board was the election of the 

Chair ,  Vice-Chair  and the appointment of the Secretary /Treasurer .  

Chairman Durst opened the nominations for  the election of  the Chai r  posi t ion.  

Director  Sutton nominated Director Durst as Chairman for calendar year 2020.   

Chairman Durst cal led for further nominations. Hearing none, he closed the 

nominations  for the posit ion of  Chai rman . 

Action:  I t  was moved by Director Evans, seconded by Director  Dennis to elect 

Director Durst  as the Chai r  of the Si tes Project Authori ty for  calendar year 

2020.  Motion carr ied:  Al l  those Di rectors  present voted yes.  

Chairman Durst  cal led for nominations for  the posi t ion of  Vice-chai rman for  

calendar year 2020.  Director Evans nominated Di rector Sutton as Vice-

chairman for  calendar year 2020.   

Chairman Durst cal led for further nominations. Hearing none, he closed the 

nominations for the posit ion of  Vice-chai rman.  

Action:  I t  was moved by Di rector  Dennis ,  seconded by Director  McDaniel  to 

elect Di rector  Sutton as the Vice-chairman of the Si tes Project Authori ty for 

calendar year 2020. Motion carr ied: Al l  those Directors present voted yes.  

Chairman Durst cal led for the appoin tment of the Secretary posi t ion for  

calendar year 2020.  Director  Sutton nominated Yolanda Ti rado for the 

Secretary posi t ion for calendar year 2020.  

Chairman Durst cal led for further nominations. Hearing none, he closed the 

nomination for the Secretary pos i t ion.  

Action:  I t  was moved by Director Evans, seconded by Director  Sutton to 

appoint  Yolanda Ti rado as the Secretary of the Si tes Project Authori ty for  

calendar year 2020. Motion carr ied: Al l  those Directors present voted yes.  

Chairman Durst  cal led for  th e appointment of the Treasurer posi t ion for  

calendar year 2020.  Director  Dennis nominated Associate Member Traynham  

for the Treasurer posi t ion for calendar year 2020.  

Chairman Durst cal led for further nominations. Hearing none, he closed the 

nominations for the Treasurer  posi t ion.  

Action:  I t  was moved by Director Sutton, seconded by Di rector Dennis to 

appoint  Jamie Traynham as the Treasurer of  the Sites Project Authori ty for  

calendar year 2020. Motion carr ied: Al l  those Director present voted yes.  

 

2 .  BOARD MEMBER REPORTS:  (No action wil l  be taken)                                   
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Th is  t ime i s  set  as ide to give the Di rectors  an opportuni ty  to di sc lose/  di scuss 

i tems re lated to the S i tes  Project ;  including any  meet ings  wi th external  

stakeholders  to  advance the S i tes Project.  

 

D i rector  Evans s tated a conference cal l  was held on February 25,  2020 

regarding the Value Planning .  He expressed concern  regarding the 

consul tant’s  mind set and the need to c lar i fy  thei r  (consul tants)  role  with in 

the S i tes Project .  Chai rman Durs t  suggested he,  Di rector  Evans and Mr.  

Watson meet to di scuss th i s  matter  further .  

  

3.  CONSENT AGENDA:   

 

None.  

 

4 .  MANAGER’S  REPORT:   

 

4 .1  Discuss ion and poss ib le di rect ion to s taff  regarding the Si tes Project’s  

month ly  status repor t .  

 

 Mr. Watson provided a br ief  update on the Governor’s  Draft  Res i l iency  

Por t fol io  and s tated comments c losed on February 7 ,  2020 and the Author i ty  

sent a let ter  in  support  of  same.  

 

 Mr.  Spesert  s tated var ious  let ter s  of  support  f rom var ious ent i t ies  were also 

submitted.  

 

 Mr.  Watson also reminded the Board Members  of  the Apr i l  2 ,  2020 deadl ine 

for  f i l ing thei r  Form 700s.  

 

 Mr.  Watson provided an overv iew of project act iv i t ies  per formed in the 

months of  January and February 2020 as fol lows:  

•  Cont inued support  of  Value Engineer ing and Affordabi l i ty  Analys i s .  

•  Cont inued support  of  Recl amation on complet ion of  thei r  Feas ib i l i ty 

Report ,  inc luding the coordinat ion of  b iological  and cul tura l  

monitor ing  along with the geotechnical  invest igat ions .  

•  Received the th i rd CWC ear ly  funding payment in  the amount  of  $2.1  

mi l l ion.  

•  January 27 ,  2020 ,  received a request  f rom Proberta  Water  Dist r ict  

regarding an update on the re imbursement and payment  process  and 

stated a response i s  being prepared .  

4.2  Discuss ion and poss ib le di rect ion to s taff  regarding Proposi t ion 1 ,  WSIP  

act iv i t ies  and WI IN Act Funding.  

  

 Mr. Watson provided an update regarding the fol lowing:  

 Proposi t ion 1-Ear ly  Funding:  

•  I s sued a Quarter ly  P rogress Report  (avai lable on the S i tes  websi te) .  

•  Cal i forn ia  Water  Commiss ion met  on February 19,  2020 and 

discussed/considered the fol lowing:  

o  New roles  of  the Water  Commiss ion .  
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o  Water Res i l ience Por t fol io .  

o  Delta Conveyance (new name for  water  f ix) .  

o  Tr ibal  Engagement in  Del ta Conveyance . 

o  Tabled the Annual  Review of the State Water  Project .  

 USDA:  

•  Submit ted end of  year Status Report  for  work  per formed in 2019 .  

 Federal  Appropr iat ions :  

•  Cont inued work wi th  the Cal i forn ia Great  Bas in Region  

•  Cont inued work on gett ing a funding agreement in  p lace  

 Ms. Wolder  provided a br ie f  update on the  proposed schedule for  the 

 Feas ib i l i ty  Report .  B r ief  d i scuss ion fol lowed with no act ion taken.  

 

5 .  2019 F INANCE & BUDGET AD HOC COMMITTEE :   

 

5 .1  Accept the Treasurer’s  Report .  (Attachment 5-1  A)  

 

 Act ion :  I t  was moved by Di rector  Denni s ,  seconded by Di rector  Sut ton to 

accept the Treasurer’ s  Report ,  as presented. Mot ion car r ied:  Al l  those 

Directors  present voted yes.  

 

5 .2  Consider  approval  of  the monthly  Payment of  Cla ims.  (Attachment  5-2A &  B)  

 

 Act ion :  I t  was moved by Di rector  Sutton,  seconded by Di rector  Evans to 

approve the monthly  Payment of  Cla ims,  as  presented. Mot ion carr ied:  Al l  

those Di rectors  present voted yes.  

 

5 .3  Consider  approval  to award a contract amendment to Fechter  & Company,  

Cert i f ied Publ ic  Accountants,  Sacramento (Fechter) ,  for  Profess ional  

F inancial  Audi t ing Serv ices for  f i scal  year 2019 in  an amount not to exceed 

$11,846.  (At tachment  5-3 A)  

 

 Act ion :  I t  was moved by Di rector  Ewart ,  seconded by Di rector  Denni s  to  

approve and award a  cont ract amendment  to Fechter  & Company,  

Cert i f ied Publ ic  Accountants,  Sacramento (Fechter) ,  for  Profess ional  

F inancial  Audi t ing Serv ices for  f i scal  year 2019 in  an amount not to exceed 

$11,846.  Mot ion carr ied:  Al l  those Di rectors  present voted yes.  

 

Chai rman Durs t  s tated Agenda I tems under Agenda I tem 6,  Phase 2 (2019)  

Reservoi r  Commit tee would be taken out of  sequence and heard at  th i s  t ime.  

 

6.  Phase 2 (2019)  RESERVOIR COMMITTEE :    

 

6 .1  Report  on the February 21 ,  2020 Phase 2 (2019)  Reservoi r  Commit tee 

meet ing.  (Attachment 6-1A)  

 

Mr. Bettner  provided a br ief update regarding  the Work Plan through the end 

of  2021, i .e.,  next cash cal l ,  CEQA compl iance and Home Board Member 

packets.   
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Mr. Watson provided a review of actions approved and matters discussed at 

the February 21, 2020 Phase 2 (2019) Reservoi r  Committee Meeting.  

  

6.2  Consider  approval to re-start  efforts  on the Environmental  Impact Report  (E IR)  

for  the Si tes Reservoir  Project (Project)  and consider the mo st appropriate 

approach for completing the E IR pursuant to the Cal i fornia Environmental  

Qual i ty Act (CEQA).  

 

 Ms.  Forsythe stated the Ad Hoc Environmental and Permitt ing Work Group met  

on January 29,  2020 to discuss how to approach restart ing efforts on the EIR 

for the Si tes Reservoi r ,  the most  appropriate approach for completing the EIR 

pursuant to CEQA and options to f inal ize the EIR/EIS as a joint  document wi th 

the Bureau of Reclamation  and provided an overview of same.  

 

 Mr.  Bruner provided an overview of CEQA standards for  reci rcul ation of  the 

EIR/EIS i .e.,  whether to do a part ial  or  fu l l  recirculation and spoke to some 

examples from Case Law.   

 

Di rector  McDaniel  expressed concern with moving forward with reci rculation 

of  the EIR wi thout f i rs t  knowing what the resul ts  of the Value Planning efforts .  

Lengthy discussion fol lowed regarding the Value Planning footpr ints ,  r i sks ,  

operations and ful l  or part ial  reci rculation of the EIR .  

 

 Action:  I t  was moved by Director Sutton,  seconded by Di rector Ewart to 

approve re-start ing efforts on the EIR for the Si tes Reservoir  Project  and 

assess ing the most appropriate approach for completing the EIR pursuant to 

the CEQA. Motion carr ied:  Al l  those Directors present voted yes.   

 

6.3 Informational update regarding value P lanning ef fort s  to develop an 

updated pro ject  descr ipt ion.  

 

 Mr.  Vanderwaal  provided a br ie f  update on the Value P lanning effort s  to 

develop a preferred project  and s tated a Draft  document would be 

presented for  Board cons iderat ion at the March meet ing.  

 

6 .4  Discussion and possible d irection to staff regarding the development of a  

work plan and overal l  schedule of  work to be completed through December 

31,  2021 and under the current Part icipat ion Agreement as Amendment 2 .  

 

 Mr.  Watson provided an overv iew of the development of  the work p lan for  

the per iod of  performance s tar t ing September 1,  2020 through December 31,  

2021 and spoke to the fol lowing:  

•  In formation to be included in the Home Board packet .  

•  Certainty  re lated to the reservoi r ’ s  operat ions and degree of  

operat ion in tegrat i on with the State Water  Project and C entra l  Val ley 

Pro ject  to produce benef i t s  for  both water  supply  and re l iabi l i ty  

purposes and water  dedicated to envi ronmental  purposes .  

•  Improve certa inty  re lated to the pro ject’s  affordabi l i ty  by advancing 

the level  of  engineer ing and implement ing r i sk  management to 
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improve the accuracy of  the cost  est imate and to purse low interest  

f inancing and potent ia l  grants .  

•  Cont inue to cul t ivate and s t rengthen partnersh ips  wi th local  

landowners  and key stakeholders  that represent envi ronmental ,  

bus iness labor and other interest .  

•  Meet the January 1,  2022 Prop 1 (WSIP)  mi lestone to remain el ig ib le to 

receive construct ion funding .  

•  Ident i fy  cont inued part ic ipat ion,  Go/No -Go deci s ion points  wi th  

staggered cash cal l s .  

•  Strawman Senar ios  (A,  B  &C).  

 

 Lengthy discuss ion fol lowed  on al l  the above-ment ioned i s sues .  Fol lowing 

discuss ion,  Mr.  Watson stated the Reservoi r  Commit tee’s recommendation 

to the Author i ty  Board was to advance Scenar io A  and return to the Board 

at thei r  Apr i l  meet ing for  fur ther  cons iderat ion.  

 

Chai rman Durst  s tated Agenda I tems Nos.  5.4  through 5.5  w ould be cons idered at 

th i s  t ime.  

 

5 .4  Discussion and possible direction to staff  regarding the forward - looking work 

plan associated with extending the t ime of  the current Part icipation 

Agreement from January 1 through August  31,  2020 as Amendment 1B Work 

Plan.  

 

 Mr. Watson provided a br ief update regarding extending the t ime of the 

current Part icipation Agreement from January 1 through August  31, 2020 as 

Amendment 1B Work Plan.  He also s tated the Reservoir  Committee Members 

recommended approval of same. Br ief  di scussion fol lowed.  

 

Chai rman Durs t  cal led for  approval  of  Agenda I tem s Nos.  5.4.1 through 5.4.8 ,  

var ious contract amendments .  Br ief  d i scuss ion  fol lowed.  

 

 Act ion :  I t  was moved by Di rector  Evans ,  seconded by Di rector  Sut ton to 

approve Agenda I tem Nos.  5 .4.1 th rough 5.4.8 as fol lows:  

 

5 .4.1  An amendment to HDR Engineers,  Inc.’s  (HDR) (Project Integration)  contract  

and task order  scope of work, budget and period of performance and 

authorize the General  Manager to s ign .  

5.4.2  An amendment to Brown and Caldwel l’s  (B&C) (Project Controls)  contract  

and task order  scope of work, budget and period of performance and 

authorize the General  Manager to s ign.   

5.4 .3  An amendment to Katz and Associates, Inc.’s (Katz) (Communications)  

contract  and task order scope of work, budget and period of  performance  

and authorize the General  Manager to s ign .  

5.4 .4  An amendment to ICF Jones and Stokes,  Inc.’s  ( ICF)  (Envi ronmental Planning 

and Analysis)  contract  and task order scope of work,  budget and period of 

performance and authorize the General  Manager to s ign .  



MINUTES February 26, 2020 
  

 
 PAGE 8 OF 9 

5.4 .5  An amendment to ICF Jones and Stokes, Inc.’s  ( ICF) (Permitt ing and 

Agreements)  contract and task order scope of  work, budget and period of  

performance and authorize the General  Manager to s ign .  

5.4.6 An amendment to CH2M Hi l l  Engineers,  Inc.’s  (CH2M) (Operations Simulation 

Model ing) contract and task order scope of work, budget and period of 

performance and authorize the General  Manager to s ign .  

5.4.7 An amendment to Fugro USA Land, Inc.’s (Fugro) (Geology and Geotechnical)  

contract  and task order scope of work, budget and period of  performance  

and authorize the General  Manager to s ign .  

 

5.4 .8 An amendment to increase the budget to the AECOM contract  and authorize 

the General  Manager to s ign .  

 

Motion carr ied: Al l  those Directors present voted yes.  

 

5.5  Discussion and possible direction to staff  regarding recent changes to the 

Service Area G –  Real Estate project team and future real  estate service area 

work activi t ies.  

 

 Mr. Watson provided a br ief  update regarding the r eorganization of Bender 

Rosenthal  Inc.,  (BRI)  which resulted in  a reduction in  staff  and the layoff of  

the exist ing lead Right -of-Way Agent ,  who served as the BRI’s  project 

manager in support of the Si tes Reservoir  Project’s real estate program for the 

last couple of years .  Br ief di scussion fol lowed.  

 

 Action:  I t  was moved by Director Marsh, seconded by Director Dennis  to 

delegate authori ty to the Coordination Committee on how to proceed with 

the Service Area G –  Real Estate contract. Motion carr ied: Al l  those Directors  

present voted yes.  

 

7.  2019 POLICY & GOVERNANCE AD HOC COMMITTEE :                             

 

 None.  

 

8.  2019 LEGISLAT IVE & OUTREACH AD HOC COMMITTEE :    

 

 D i scuss ion and poss ib le di rect ion to s taff  regarding federal  and state govern 

mental  affa i r s/ legis lat ive,  stakeholder engagement  and communicat ions  

act iv i ty .  

 

 D i rector  Sut ton provided a br ief  update  as fol lows:  

•  Meeting with Senator  Nie l son .  

•  Schedul ing a Legis lat ive Day in  late March 2020 .  

•  Senator  Garner/Feinstein B i l l .  

 

9 .  2019 LAND MANAGEMENT AD HOC COMMITTEE :    

 

 D i scuss ion  and poss ib le di rect ion to s taff  regarding real  es tate,  land 

management,  s i te faci l i ty  act iv i t ies  and ear ly  geotechnical  explorat ions.  
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 Mr.  Spesert  provided a br ief  update re garding the BRI  s i tuat ion ,  Mr.  Connor’s  

contr ibut ion to the Pro ject ,  speci f ical ly  h i s  work ing re lat ionsh ip with  the 

landowners  and stated S i tes staff  i s  look ing at ways for  Mr.  Connor  to  

cont inue with the Project .  

 

Chai rman Durst  adjourned the meet ing at 4:30 p.m. to reconvene on March 25,   

2020 at the hour of  1 :30 p.m.  

 

 

 

___________________________________             ________________________________ 

Fr i t z  Durst ,  Chai rman                                     Yolanda T i rado,  Clerk/Secretary  


