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Bringing resiliency,
reliability, and
flexibility to California's
water supply

We understand how critical it
Is to have a water tem that
provides multiple benefits,
Sites Reservoir will produce
significant benefits to the
environment and water
supplies to secure future
generations across the state.
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Letter from the Sites Board Chair

On behalf of thy
Inaugural annual repy

3 Project Authority [Auth
0 highiight the significant progress we have made In
nce 2010, the AUThoH,

/4.1 am pleased to publish ¢

Jing the Regervoir presenting 26 public agencies

throughout Calfornia, has advanced this important project

The Authoritys strangth 113 In our participants, which rep

ed, along wi

mento Valley,
Ia. Through this spint af

an Joaguin Valley,
ork and regional

06 Russryiis

m

%5 in achvar

e Authority focused on project permitting, operation
and conduct

4 3 proscthve stakeholder angager
diligently working on o

crdable for our e

is 2

partnesship with bath landowners and project stakeholde

advance a project that

Praets the eeds of our comer

| beheve strongly that Sites Reservorr offers 3 urgue and generational opportunity to

construct a mutt-benef it water

velps rostora Noxibaity, rallability,

and resiliency to aur statwwide water supply, and provide a dedicated spply of water for

environmental purposes

sy, snd our communities. The

d will contin

o work in
fodaral and state partners, and stakeholdors to dol

people of Call

Fritz Durst
Chairman, Sites Authority Board of Directors
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Timeline

Gaining Momentum from
Planning to Implementation

From humble beginnings as a discussion around water needs first referred to in the
California Department of Water Resources' (DWR) Bulletin 3 in 1957 to becoming
Sacramento Valley's best option for surface water storage, Sites Reservoir is the
culmination of the lengthy journey toward finding a reliable water source for California.

Those initial di the need for | witer storage were prompted by DWR's initial interest

in and studies surrounding a n f-Delta off-stresm =tors ired the first official referenc

Sites Reservoir. Cos but there was little fus

¢ Prapesition 1 that dedicated $27 bitian
evaluation process, 3
ect, the largest award given to any
£ requesting Proposition 1 ¢

Today, the Authority remains committed to Sites Reservoir and is committed
to ing the trist of the through and
efficient practices, and by henoring the water storage efforts that began
more than 60 years ago.

2016

Reservoir Committee
Organized

Authorization is provided to
spend $27 million over 3 years.

2014

Proposition 1

Passed Rl —
The proposition Draft Environmental
Formed dedicated $2.7 bilion Impact Report/

The Authority is for water storage
formed to serve asthe  projects, dams, and Statement (EIR/
% EIS) Released

lead local agency to raservolr
advance the project.
The documents are developed
in partnership with the U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation,

2010
Joint Powers
Authority

1957

Initial Project
Identification
DWR Bulletin 3 first
the project,
and the project Is
included in the 1957
Callfornka Water Plan.

1997

CalFed Bay-Delta
Authorization

The project is

as partof a
comprehensive water
management framework
for scosystem restoration,
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2018

$816 million
investment from the
State of California

The Investment meets
Proposition 1 criteria in
recognltion of Its significant
benefits to the public, the
economy, and the environment.

$449 million in federal
funding from the

U.S. Department

of Agriculture

The project receives
construction funding for the
Maxwell Intertic Project.

acratary

I
2019

Water Infrastructure
Improvements

for the WIIN Act
Appropriations
Through Authority-led
outreach in 2019, the project
receives $6 million, bringing
the total in Congressional
Appropriations from the
Water Infrastructure
Improvements for the Nation
(WIIN) Act to $10 million.

California Water
Resilience Draft
Portfolio

Sites Reservoir Is specifically
named as one of only

two priority project Ir @
Governor's 2019 W2
Resllience Draft ' ‘olio—~
plan to provide refia. v
and resiliency to statev.
water suprfics.




Accomplishments
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2019 Highlights and Milestones

Throughout 2019, the Authority continued to build on the incredible momentum
the project gained over the last few years. The Authority focused on several key
milestones that pesition the Sites Reserveir for success in 2020. In 2019, the Authority:

Engaged Federal and State Officials
Sites Reservoir gained congressional supgort in 2077
whan the Authceity submittad tha Water Siorage
Innsestrrent Prograsm WSIR| ag 1iwith & et
signed by 53 California House Fepressntatives and
amother signed by US. Representatrve Daris Matsul.
Ter busiled § upspeart th it 2009 The ATl
pated in thres |egisiative events in Washington,
e day with

v
DuC., and facilitated a state legesl
calif als

a alectad offi

DUTCOME: With continued cutreach and suppart
Trarr lectod officials at both the state and federal
fewel, Sites Reservoir continues to receive funding.

Adopted California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines
Ins Mareh, tha Authedty adapted CEQA

whish idantily decision-making and project sppraval

autharity and outline CEQA review procedures.
DUTCOME: The guidelines bring the Autharity in

compliance with State law and (dentif les an open and
UanEparant process for implirrenting Sites Resssvair.

Continued Discussions with Landowners
and Project Stakeholders

Thraughaut the proj
eatad time te discussing projct
stakehalders

hrough 2019, the

doeners and projec

SUTEEME: The Autherity provided transparent
sommunication with affected landowners, local
gavemment agencics, project stakeholders, and the
gararal public

2019 was focused on permitability
and affordability. Each key
milestone accomplished
throughout 2019 set the stage

for success in 2020.

Adopted Real Estate Policy

In Agril, the Autharity adopted & real estate policy
that describad pracedurss and pratoeals for
aeauiring tamgarary Hghts of sty
geatechnical field survey act

CUTCOME The team candusted necessary
geatechnizal imeestigations officiently and effectivehy,
helping set the stage for sUCCoss.

Discussed Permitting with Federal and
State Regulatory Agencies

In later sprirg, the Authonty focused on warking with
federal and state regulatory agencies to discuss the

parrnitting apslicat

OUTCOME: Tha foundatian s sot te eantinua the
permitting process with the US, Fish and WWildiife
Service, Mational Marine Fisheries Service, and
Califarnia Degartment of Fish and Wildlire.

Executed WSIP/Propaosition 1 Early
Funding Agreement

In June, the Mstharity workied with staff at the
Calformia Water Comemission to execute the WSl
1Eary 719 Agrismant

OUTCOME: The Autharity recelved S61 millkon In
reimbrssment of the $40.8 millisn early funding
agreement with the California Water Commission.

Initiated an Organizational Assessment

A comprehensive organizational assessmient directed

by the Autherty was Inftlatod In August

OUTCOME: The draft assessieent provided findings

arvd recamimendations in key project areas, Reluding
ications, and go
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Conducted an Affordability Analysis
conducted an Affardability Anabyss in
2012 Infarma

y Baard and Heseryo

W

vy

mittee workshops; the efforts culminated i the
nallout of a Cash Flaw Tool for participants
DUTCOME: Participants are informed abaut the
ot of water in termi af ANRLAL repayment and
aperations costs,

Began Focused

Geotechnical Investigations
the 45h quartar, the Autharity began
bialegics| and sultural i g for the Buresu
chmical investigations. The
tad coard

tion with

wivers anel local agenicie
County, Mase! an b
Irngation District

ding Colusa
ct, and Glenn Colusa

OUTCGHME: Cetting 'rigs in the field” was an
ancrneus Broakthrough for the preject and s a
significant step taward the nest phase.

Executed Bureau of Reclamation Cost
Share Amendment

In Dcermiber, the amendment te the Cost Share
v
the Bureau of Heclamation and the Authori
was exgcuted far continued planning a
pra-cansTruction setivition. The ag o
executed in 2

o Undaritanding bitwet

was

5, and this first amendrment

extends the term far 5 additional years from the
slgning
OUTCOME: With suppart fram the Bursau af
Ruclamatian, the Sites Reservoir can continue
to advance.

e,

Executed Value Planning
The Suthenity emibarked an a value-glanning
t that coralsts of appraisaldoval argmearing,

FINAL DRAFT

CUTCOME: The Autharity is identifying the “right-
l20" prajot to build undar taday's eenditions
throwgh walue planning that peiaritises the
creation of eligible public benefits (as identified

in Bropasiion T) and nan-public berefits far the
angencies that hawve been furiding thie studies te date.

Secured WIIN Act Funding

slosn of 2079, President Trurg signed o
san spending bill that autherzed $& rmillion
fram the tedaral governrrant and apprapr
zocd WIIN Act F he B
rto advance the Sites i

QUTCOME; To date, congress hos sppropriated
raughly $10 million in WIIN &ct funding to the
Bureau of Reclamation for Sites Roscrvsir.

California's Water
Resilience Draft
Portfolio identified
Sites Reservoir as
one of only two
critical projects.

Exscutive Ordar HI0-19 outlines a plan for a
wsiliencs portfalio 1o provide relisb
and resibency to statewide water supplies.
Sites Rescevalr was idartiflod as a priedty
prajest that supparts the
this document.

wal

i prasented in

Sites Ruservoir I8 recognized as o top
priveity that will support the water needs
of California's communities, economy, and
wrviranment thraugh the 218t century.




Next Steps

1. Coordination Committee Review, Early April
2. Board Approval to Release, April Meetings

3. Release for Inclusion in Home Board Package, May 1
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