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Requested Action:  

Receive an update on status of  resolution of  discussions with the Bureau of 

Reclamation (Reclamation) on the how Project  operat ions wil l  be addressed in 

the Biological  Assessment.    

Detailed Description/Background: 

At the August  Reservoir Committee and Authority Board meetings, staff  reported 

on discussions with Reclamation with regard to addressing  Project  operat ions 

in the Biological  Assessment.   Staff ,  a long with some of the Reservoir 

Committee and Authority Board members,  met with Reclamation leadersh ip to 

discuss the best  approach forward for federal  Endangered Species Act  

compliance for the operat ions of  the Project .  The group reached the conclusion 

that  Reclamation and the Authority wil l  work together to revise the operat ions 

in a way that  wil l  establ ish a Federal  nexus,  and that substantial  potential 

exists for coverage for the operat ions of  the Project  to be included in the 

Biological  Assessment currently being prepared an d result ing Biologica l  

Opinion that  would be received from the National Marine Fisheries Service and 

the U.S.  F ish and Wildl i fe Service (the Services).    

The group also agreed that  the Project  wil l  be accomplished without creat ing 

harm to the Central Val ley Project  (CVP) and can result  in  mutual  benefits  to 

the CVP operat ions and/or environment,  specif ical ly ,  salmonid benefits  in  the 

Sacramento River through cold water pool  management,  spring pulse f low 

management,  and further stabi l iz ing fal l  f lows.  The group agreed to pursue 

these mutual  benefits  through operat ions coordination  which is  to be ref lected 

in the Biological  Assessment .  The Project  team and Reclamation wil l  

col laborate over the next  few months to identify f lexible cooperat ive 

operat ions cr iteria that  wil l  a l low benefits  to accrue for species  without 

impacting the Project’s  performance .   These discussions wil l  a lso inf luence the 

amount and purpose for the  federal  investment .  

Staff  is continuing to work on an Administrative Draft Biological Assessment that 

will  include both the Project’s construction and operational effects to federally-

l isted species.  With these changes and the changes for aquatic resources , staff  

is now projecting that the Biological  Assessment w ill  be submitted by 

Reclamation to the Service s in February 2022, an approximate 3-month delay.   
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The State Incidental  Take Permit Application and Water Rights Application are 

similarly impacted.    

Prior Action: 

July 2021: Received update on the status of permitting activit ies as compared 

against the Amendment 2 Work Plan .  

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source:  

Efforts on the Biological Assessment are covered in the Amendment 2 Work Plan 

and the current efforts will  remain within the budget in the Work Plan.  Due to 

the changes anticipated from discussions with Reclamation and CDFW, 

additional, previously unantic ipated efforts will  be needed in early 2022 and 

included in the Amendment 3 Work Plan to complete and submit the Biological  

Assessment .  

Staff Contact:  

Ali Forsythe 

Primary Service Provider :  

ICF 

Attachments:  

None 

 


