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 Consultation and Coordination 

and List of Preparers 

This chapter describes the consultation and coordination activities undertaken for the project and 

provides a list of the staff who prepared this RDEIR/SDEIS. These staff are federal agency staff, 

Authority staff, and consultant and subconsultant staff. 

33.1 Consultation and Coordination 

This chapter describes the most recent consultation and coordination activities undertaken by the 

Authority as the CEQA lead agency and Reclamation as the NEPA lead agency. The earlier 

public and agency involvement activities undertaken by the California Department of Water 

Resources (DWR) (as the former CEQA lead agency) and Reclamation that satisfy the CEQA 

and NEPA requirements for public scoping and agency coordination and consultation are 

described in the corresponding chapter of the 2017 Draft EIR/EIS, which is included as 

Appendix 33A, 2017 Draft EIR/EIS Chapter 36, Consultation and Coordination.  

33.1.1. Consultation 

Reclamation and the Authority have continued to meet with stakeholders, interested parties, and 

State and federal regulatory agencies. Reclamation has initiated consultation with the following 

agencies: Advisory Council on Historic Preservation; California State Office of Historic 

Preservation; and federally-recognized Native American Tribes (Section 106 Consultation). The 

Authority has initiated consultation with the Native American Heritage Commission and 

California Native American Tribes traditionally or culturally affiliated with the Project area. 

Preapplication coordination has begun with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

(CDFW), U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, State Water Resources Control Board, and Central 

Valley Flood Protection Board. The National Marine Fisheries Service and U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service (USFWS) have provided technical assistance. 

33.1.2. Coordination 

The following sections describe coordination efforts with local water interests, counties, and 

other State and federal agencies throughout the environmental documentation process. 

33.1.2.1. Cooperating Agencies 

Pursuant to NEPA, a cooperating agency may be any agency other than the lead agency that has 

jurisdiction by law or special expertise, especially with respect to the environmental impacts 

expected to result from a proposal. An agency has “jurisdiction by law” if it has the authority to 

approve, veto, or finance all or part of the proposal. An agency has “special expertise” if it has 

statutory responsibility, agency mission, or related program experience with regard to a proposal.  

A lead agency must request the participation of cooperating agencies as early as possible in the 
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NEPA process, use the environmental analyses and proposals prepared by cooperating agencies 

as much as possible, and meet with cooperating agencies at their request.  

In December 2020, as the lead agency for NEPA, Reclamation sent letters to the following 

agencies and federally recognized tribes to request participation in the NEPA process based on 

their “jurisdiction by law or special expertise with respect to the environmental issues which 

should be addressed in the REIR/SEIS.” All of the following were specifically asked to “be a 

Cooperating Agency in this project as defined by the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) 

Regulations for Implementing NEPA in 40 CFR 1508.1(e).”  

• Western Area Power Administration  

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  

• USFWS  

• National Marine Fisheries Service  

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  

• CDFW  

• Bureau of Indian Affairs  

• Colusa Indian Community Council, Cachil Dehe Band of Wintun Indians of the Colusa  

• Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation  

• Kletsel Dehe Band of Wintun Indians 

Since January 2021, the first five agencies listed above expressed interest coordination in serving 

as cooperating agencies. Coordination with those agencies is ongoing. For example, USFWS 

provided a Planning Aid Memorandum between USFWS and Reclamation (Appendix 33C, 

Planning Aid Memorandum) under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act for 

the North-of-Delta Offstream Storage/Sites Reservoir Project. CDFW formally declined given its 

role as a CEQA responsible agency. 

33.1.2.2. Responsible Agencies 

Pursuant to CEQA, responsible agencies are the public agencies (other than the lead agency) that 

have discretionary approval power over a project. The Authority has coordinated on an ongoing 

basis with the following applicable responsible agencies: 

• CDFW 

• State Water Resources Control Board 

• Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region 1 

• Central Valley Flood Protection Board 

• DWR1
 

• California Water Commission 

 
1 Became a responsible agency when the Authority took over the role as State lead agency. 
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• Sites Storage Partners, including the TCCA and GCID 

33.1.2.3. Trustee Agencies 

Pursuant to CEQA, trustee agencies are State agencies that have jurisdiction by law over natural 

resources affected by a project that are held in trust for the people of the State of California. 

Trustee agencies include: 

• CDFW with regard to the fish and wildlife of the State, to designated rare or endangered 

native plants, and to game refuges, ecological reserves, and other areas administered by 

CDFW. 

• California State Lands Commission with regard to State-owned sovereign lands, such as 

the beds of navigable waters and state school lands. 

There has been ongoing coordination with the applicable trustee agencies regarding the Project. 

33.1.2.4. Native American Representatives 

Reclamation and the Authority have coordinated with the following Native American Tribes 

throughout the life of the Project2: 

• Colusa Indian Community Council (Cachil Dehe Band of Wintun Indians)* 

• Cortina Indian Rancheria of Wintun Indians* 

• Grindstone Indian Rancheria of Wintun-Wailaki* 

• Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians 

• Round Valley Indian Tribe of Round Valley (only Reclamation)* 

• Wintun Tribe in Redding (only Reclamation) 

• Yoche Dehe Wintun Nation* 

• Estom Yumeka Maidu Tribe of the Enterprise Rancheria (only Authority)* 

• Mechoopda Indian Tribe (only Authority)* 

• United Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn Rancheria* 

In addition to the Native American Tribes identified above, the Authority engaged the following 

Native American Tribes2 in 2021:   

• Ione Band of Miwok Indians* 

• Konkow Valley Band of Maidu 

• Redding Rancheria* 

• Shingle Springs Band of Miwok Indians* 

• United Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn Rancheria* 

 
2 Federally recognized tribes are identified with an asterisk. 
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• Wilton Rancheria* 

• Wintu Tribe of Northern California 

Chapter 23, Tribal Cultural Resources, provides an overview of the California AB 52 

consultation efforts and other tribal outreach conducted since 2017. 

33.1.2.5. Other Government Entities 

The Authority has met informally and formally with the following entities to address local issues 

of concern:  

• Colusa County  

• Glenn County  

• Yolo County  

• Maxwell Unified School District  

• Maxwell Fire Protection District  

• Colusa County Sheriff’s Office  

• California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 

• U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service 

33.1.2.6. Non-Governmental Organizations 

A series of one-on-one and group meetings have been held with non-governmental organizations 

(NGOs) and other interested parties since 2017. The following outlines the most recent outreach.  

On August 13, 2019, the Authority met with the following NGOs to discuss the revisions made 

to the Project since 2017, review their collective comments on the 2017 DEIR/EIS, and solicit 

additional input on the Project:   

• Natural Resources Defense Counsel  

• Defenders of Wildlife  

• Western Water Strategies  

• The Bay Institute  

• San Francisco Baykeeper  

• California Sportfishing Association   

From May to July 2020, the Authority provided updates to NGOs on the “rightsizing” of the 

Project, including reviewing the Scenario B diversions criteria used in the value planning 

analysis.  

From December 2020 to July 2021, the Authority conducted workshops to update NGOs on the 

status of the Project and to provide an opportunity for input and the identification of key 

concerns. A survey was conducted in January 2021 to identify topics for focused small group 
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meetings. Small working groups subsequently met to discuss water rights, Trinity River effects, 

terrestrial species effects, Project benefits, water quality effects, and fisheries protections and 

effects.  

The following NGOs were invited to the workshops:  

• AquAlliance   

• The Bay Institute   

• Butte Environmental Council   

• California Indian Water Commission   

• California Native Plant Society, Sacramento Valley Chapter   

• California Sportfishing Protection Alliance   

• California Water Impact Network   

• California Wilderness Coalition  

• Center for Biological Diversity   

• Chico 350   

• Coast Action Group   

• Defenders of Wildlife   

• Environmental Justice Coalition for Water   

• Environmental Water Caucus  

• Fly Fishers of Davis   

• Fly Fishers International Northern California Council   

• Friends of the River   

• Golden Gate Salmon Association   

• Natural Resources Defense Council   

• North Coast Environmental Center  

• Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations, Institute for Fisheries Resources   

• Planning and Conservation League  

• Protect American River Canyons   

• Sacramento River Council   

• Sacramento River Preservation Trust   

• Safe Alternatives for our Forest Environment  

• San Francisco Baykeeper   

• Save the American River Association   
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• Save California Salmon   

• Sierra Club, Mother Lode Chapter   

• Southern California Watershed Alliance   

• Water Climate Trust  

• Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom Earth Democracy   

The Winnemem Wintu Tribe was also invited due to comments on the 2017 Draft EIR/EIS 

submitted with NGOs in 2019.   

The distribution list for small working group meetings was subsequently expanded to include the 

following NGOs and other entities that expressed interest in participating:  

• Audubon Society  

• California Trout  

• California Waterfowl  

• Ducks Unlimited  

• Environmental Defense Fund  

• Grasslands Water District  

• Humboldt County Planning Department  

• The Nature Conservancy  

• Point Blue Conservation Science  

• Public Policy Institute of California  

• Restore the Delta   

• River Partners  

• Trout Unlimited  

In addition, the Vice Chair of the Yurok Tribe attended the first of the Trinity River Small 

Working Group meetings. 

33.1.3. Revised DEIR/Supplemental DEIS and Project Approval Process 

At the end of the RDEIR/SDEIS public and agency review and comment period, the Authority 

and Reclamation will consider the comments received on this RDEIR/SDEIS and will prepare 

responses to the comments and errata (i.e., text and graphic changes to this RDEIR/SDEIS) as 

needed. Reclamation will also respond to comments submitted on the 2017 Draft EIR/EIS and 

this RDEIR/SDEIS in the Final EIR/EIS, according to NEPA requirements. This response 

document, along with this RDEIR/SDEIS, will constitute the Final EIR/EIS.  

The Authority and Reclamation management will consider the Final EIR/EIS when deciding 

whether to certify the EIR or sign a Record of Decision (ROD). At the time the project is being 

considered for approval, the Authority will adopt written findings of fact and a statement of 
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overriding considerations for each potentially significant impact that is identified in the Final 

EIR/EIS.  

If approved, the Authority will file a Notice of Determination with the County Clerk Recorder 

offices and the Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse. The NEPA process ends 

with Reclamation’s issuance of the ROD. 

33.2 List of Preparers and Contributors 

This RDEIR/SDEIS includes the updated environmental effects analysis to reflect refinements to 

the Project that have occurred since the issuance of the 2017 Draft EIR/EIS. Therefore, the 

preparers and contributors identified in this section represent the current environmental analysis 

effort.   

33.2.1. Introduction 

This document was prepared by the Authority and Reclamation. The following individuals led 

the effort:  

CEQA Lead Agency (Authority):  

• Alicia Forsythe, Environmental Planning and Permitting Manager  

• Laurie Warner Herson, Planning Integration Lead 

NEPA Lead Agency (Reclamation):  

• Vanessa King (Project Manager)  

• Melissa Dekar (NEPA Specialist/Natural Resources Specialist) 

33.2.2. Contributors to the Revised DEIR/Supplemental DEIS 

Tables 33-1 through 33-4 list the Reclamation, Authority, consultant, and subconsultant staff 

who prepared this RDEIR/SDEIS. 

Table 33-1. Reclamation Staff Contributors 

Name Title Qualifications 
Years of 

Experience 

Ryan Davis Civil Engineer (Project Manager) 
B.S., Environmental 

Engineering 
7 

Melissa 

Dekar 

NEPA Specialist/Natural Resources 

Specialist 

B.S., Biology 

M.S., Environmental 

Science 

11 
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Table 33-2. Authority Staff Contributors 

Name Title Qualifications 
Years of 

Experience 

Alicia 

Forsythe 

Environmental Planning and Permitting 

Manager 

B.S., Hydrologic 

Sciences 

B.S., Environmental 

Studies 

21 

Kevin 

Spesert 
External Affairs Manager B.A., Government 22 
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Table 33-3. Project Integration Team Contributors 

Name Organization Title Qualifications 
Years of 

Experience 

Jelica Arsenijevic HDR Permitting and Agreements support B.S., Earth Systems, Science and Policy 19 

Linda Fisher HDR CEQA/NEPA Support 
B.S., Environmental and Resource Sciences 

M.S., Environmental Management 
16 

Laurie Warner 

Herson 

Phenix Environmental 

Planning 
CEQA/NEPA Lead B.A., Anthropology 38 

Erin Heydinger HDR Operations Lead 

B.A., Biology 

M.S., Environmental Engineering & Science 

PE, Civil Engineering 

10 

Henry Luu HDR Engineering Lead B.S. Civil Engineering 15 

John Spranza HDR Permitting and Agreements Lead 
B.S., Aquatic Ecology 

M.S., Zoology 
23 

Danielle Risse HDR Cultural Resources Lead 
B.A., Anthropology 

M.A., Anthropology 
11 

 

Table 33-4. Consultant and Subconsultant Contributors 

Name Organization Title Qualifications 
Years of 

Experience 

Morgan Angulo Jacobs Environmental Planner B.A., Environmental Studies 8 

Jen Ban ICF Senior Visual Resource Specialist 
BLA, Landscape Architecture Professional 

Landscape Architect 
21 

Joe Bashore ICF Graphic Artist 
B.S., Environmental Management and 

Protection 
4 

Ellen Berryman ICF 
Senior Biologist/Senior Conservation 

Planner 
M.S., Biology 34 

Caitlyn Bishop ICF Project Generalist B.S., Wildlife Biology 5 

Lyna Black Jacobs 
Project Manager/ 

Senior Environmental Planner 
M.S., Geoscience 25 
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Name Organization Title Qualifications 
Years of 

Experience 

Loren 

Bloomberg 
Jacobs 

Global Technology Leader for Traffic 

Engineering/ 

Operations 

M.S./M.E., Civil Engineering 

(Transportation) 
27 

Monique Briard ICF Program Manager B.A., History 25 

Joel Butterworth ICF Geoscience Specialist 
M.S., Geography 

B.A., Geography 
33 

Kate Carpenter ICF Senior Biologist B.A., Plant Biology 15 

Edward Carr ICF 
Air Quality and Health Risk, Technical 

Director 
M.S., Atmospheric Science 35 

Eric Chapman ICF Senior Fisheries Biologist B.S., Natural Resources 20 

Raizalyn Chau Jacobs 
Transportation/ 

Traffic Engineer 
B.S., Civil Engineering 15 

Jesse Cherry ICF Publication Specialist B.A., Human Rights 10 

John Conley ICF Senior Graphic Designer Graphic Communication Certificate 16 

Zachary Cornejo ICF Project Generalist 

B.S., Environmental Science and 

Management 

M.S., Natural Resource Stewardship 

3 

Dan Cox ICF Fish Biologist 
B.S., Oceanography 

M.S., Marine Science 
2 

Pat Crain ICF Senior Biologist B.S., Wildlife, Fish and Conservation Biology 25 

Shannon 

Crossen 
ICF Senior Biologist 

BSc., Biology 

MSc., Environmental science 
12 

Lydia Dadd ICF Environmental Planner 
B.S., Environmental Studies and Political 

Science 
1 

David Duncan ICF Coordinating GIS Analyst B.A., Geography 24 

Tait Elder ICF Senior Archaeologist 
M.A., Archaeology 

Registered Professional Archaeologist 
16 

Chris Elliott ICF Program Director 
B.S., Landscape Architecture Professional 

Landscape Architect 
26 

Lesa Erecius ICF Water Quality Technical Specialist 
B.S., Physiology 

M.S., Toxicology 
15 



 Consultation and Coordination and List of Preparers 
 

 

Sites Reservoir Project RDEIR/SDEIS 33-11 

 2021 
 

Name Organization Title Qualifications 
Years of 

Experience 

Liz Foley ICF Senior Noise Specialist 
B.A., Environmental Studies 

M.A., Environmental Studies 
11 

Marin 

Greenwood 
ICF Aquatic Ecologist 

B.S., Aquatic Bioscience, M.S., Applied Fish 

Biology, 

Ph.D., Applied Fish Ecology 

18 

Jeff Gutierrez ICF 
Land Use and Housing Technical 

Specialist 

B.A., Environmental Policy 

M.S., Urban and Regional Planning 
14 

Jennifer Haire ICF Senior Wildlife Biologist B.S., Biology 24 

Heather 

Hammermeister 
ICF Senior Editor 

B.A., Journalism 

M.A., Linguistics 

M.S., Data Science 

17 

Jason Hassrick ICF Senior Fish Biologist 
M.S., Biology 

Ph.D., Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, 
20 

Christiaan 

Havelaar 
ICF Senior Archaeologist B.A., Anthropology 26 

Mike Hendrick ICF Senior Fish Biologist 
B.S., Botany 

M.S., Biological Resources 
21 

Jose Herrera Jacobs Traffic Designer/Analyst B.S., Civil Engineering 8 

Kendal Hicks ICF Wildfire Technical Specialist B.S., Environmental Science 2.5 

Anne Huber ICF Hydrologist 
B.S., Biology 

M.S., Ecology 
30 

Jessica Hughes ICF Lead Editor 
B.S., Biology 

M.S., Botany and Plant Pathology 
16 

Shay Humphrey ICF Project ADA Compliance Specialist B.A., Political Science and History 14 

Ingrid Kimball ICF Senior Conservation Planner 
B.S., Biology 

M.S., Forest Resources 
15 

Jeff Kozlowski ICF Senior Fish Biologist 
B.S., Natural Resources Management 

M.S., Ecology 
34 

Robert Lanza ICF Chemical Engineer Principal M.Eng., Chemical Engineering 40 

Susan Lassell ICF Cultural Resources Team Lead 
B.S., Environmental Design 

M.A., Historic Preservation Planning 
27 
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Name Organization Title Qualifications 
Years of 

Experience 

David Lemon ICF Senior Architectural Historian M.A., History 18 

Eric Link ICF GIS Analyst 

M.S., Conservation Biology 

B.S., Ecology 

GIS Certificate 

19 

Jamie Liu ICF Climate Resilience Analyst 
B.S., Environmental Science/Environmental 

Engineering 
2.5 

Donna 

Maniscalco 
ICF Senior Biologist B.S., Wildlife, Fish and Conservation Biology 21 

Sara Martin ICF Senior Environmental Planner B.A., Anthropology 20 

Cory Matsui ICF AQ/GHG Technical Specialist B.A., Atmospheric Science 10 

Maggie 

Messerschmidt 
ICF 

Climate Adaptation and Resilience 

Consultant 

B.A., Anthropology 

M.S., Environmental Science 

M.P.A., Public Affairs 

14 

David Nicholson ICF Senior Archaeologist 
B.A., Anthropology and Political Science 

M.C. Anthropology 
27 

Neil Nikirk Jacobs 
Biologist/ 

Environmental Planner 
M.S., Fisheries 25 

Janis Offermann Horizon 
Senior Technical Advisor and AB52 

Liaison 

B.A., Anthropology 

 M.A., Anthropology 
45 

Michelle Osborn ICF Communications Manager B.A., Sociology 18 

Emily Pacholski ICF Project Generalist B.A., Environmental Studies 6 

Stephen Pappas ICF Senior Archaeologist M.A., Archaeology and Heritage 15 

Jeff Peters ICF 
Geomorphologist and Restoration 

Specialist 

B.A., Geology with Environmental Science 

Option 

M.A., Geography 

22 

Robert Preston ICF Senior Biologist Ph.D., Botany 30 

Diana Roberts ICF Senior Environmental Planner B.S., Applied Psychology M.A., Linguistics 15 

Beth Rodehorst ICF Director, Climate Resilience M.S., Environmental Management 18 

Jena Rogers ICF Built Resources Specialist M.A., Historic Preservation 28 

LeAnne Rojas ICF Fish Biologist 
B.S., Conservation Biology 

P.S.M., Water Resources Management 
5 
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Name Organization Title Qualifications 
Years of 

Experience 

Gregg Roy ICF Water Resources Specialist 
B.S., Political Economy of Natural 

Resources 
31 

Yassaman 

Sarvian 
Jacobs Associate Environmental Planner 

B.S., Environmental Policy Analysis and 

Planning 
7 

Marieka 

Schrader 
ICF Senior Biologist B.A., Environmental Studies 20 

Joshua Severn ICF Architectural Historian M.A., History 2 

Tina Sorvari ICF Senior Environmental Planner B.A., Anthropology 20 

Brad Stein ICF GIS Analyst B.S., International Affairs 21 

Tom Stewart ICF Senior Environmental Scientist B.A., M.S., and Ph.D., Geography 40 

Jason Thoene ICF GIS Analyst 
B.A., Geology 

M.S., GIS 
21 

Darrin Trageser ICF AQ/GHG Technical Specialist 
B.S., Atmospheric Sciences 

M.S., Atmospheric Sciences 
6 

Sophie Unger ICF Senior Fish Biologist Ph.D., Aquatic Ecology and Fisheries 45 

Ellen Unsworth ICF 
Deputy Project Manager/Geoscience 

Specialist 

B.A., Geology 

M.S., Interdisciplinary Studies (geology, 

biology, technical communication) 

20 

Lance Unverzagt ICF Senior Agricultural Resources Specialist 

Master of Community and Regional 

Planning (MCRP), member American 

Institute of Certified Planners (AICP), and 

Certified Environmental Planner (CEP) 

17 

Jason Volk ICF Senior Noise Specialist B.S., Mechanical Engineering 20 

Lisa Webber ICF Botanist/Wetland Specialist 
B.A., Biology 

M.S., Botany 
30 

Kristy Weber ICF AQ/GHG Technical Specialist 
B.S., Atmospheric Science 

M.A., Geography 
4 

Margaret 

Widdowson 
ICF Senior Botanist/Wetland Specialist 

B.Sc., Botany 

Ph.D., Ecology 
20 

Rick Wilder ICF Senior Fisheries Biologist 
B.S., Biology 

Ph.D., Biology 
17 
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Name Organization Title Qualifications 
Years of 

Experience 

Nicole Williams ICF Project Generalist; Project Manager 

Masters of Environmental Management, 

Water Resources 

B.A., Environmental Analysis and Design 

and Criminology Law and Society 

18 

Barbara Wolf ICF Senior Environmental Planner M.A., Anthropology 9 

Laura Yoon ICF 
Senior Air Quality and Climate Change 

Manager 

B.A., Environmental Science 

M.S., Environmental Management 
12 
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