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CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE :    

Authority Board  Chairman Durst cal led the Joint Authority Board (AB) and Reservoir  
Committee (RC) Meeting to order at  the hour of 8:00 a.m.,  fol lowed by  Rol l  Cal l  and  the 
Pledge of  Al legiance . 
 
ROLL CALL/ATTENDANCE :  

Rol l  of  the Authority Board equaled 6 members in attendance,  which resulted  in a 
quorum. 

Rol l  cal l  of  the Reservoir  Committee  equaled 18 representat ives ,  86.69% in attendance,  
which resulted in a quorum.  
 
INTRODUCTIONS: 

The Sites Staff ,  Consultants,  and members of  the public introduced themselves.  
 
AGENDA APPROVAL RC:  

Chairman Durst  made t ime to approve the June 5,  2023, Joint  RC and A B Specia l  Board 
Meeting Agenda. 
 
Executive Director Brown requested to make an addit ion to report  prior to adjournment.  
Chairman Durst  so directed.  
 

Act ion RC :  It  was moved by Tincher,  seconded by Bettner  to approve the June 5, 2023, 
Joint  RC,  and AB Special  Board Meeting Agenda. Motion carr ied unanimously.  
 
Act ion AB: It  was moved by Director Sutton, seconded by Director Al len  to approve the 
June 5,  2023, Joint RC,  and AB Specia l  Board Meeting Agenda. Motion carr ied:  Al l  
Directors present voted yes.   
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PERIOD FOR PUBLIC COMMENT : 

Authority Board  Chairman Durst  cal led for a period of public comment.  Hearing none, 
he closed the period for public comment.  
 
1.  CONSENT AGENDA :  

 None.  
 
2 .  ACTION ITEMS :   
 
2.1  Reservoir  Committee and Authority Board consider approval  of:  

1.  Communicate general  support  for the Governor’s Executive Order and 

Legislat ive Permit  Reform Package.  

2.  Direct  staff  to act ively advocate on behalf  of  the three legislat ive proposals 

of  direct  benefit  to the Project:  Cal i fornia Environmental  Qual ity Act  (CEQA) 

Administrat ive Record Reforms, CEQA Judicial  Streamlining ,  and 

Reclassif icat ion of  Ful ly Protected Species .  

 
Executive Director Brown gave a brief  explanation of  Staff  recommendations  and 

the background and analysis  that  contributed to  the recommended act ion and 

requested that  Part icipants look at  the proposals from the perspect ive of  what 

makes sense for the Sites Project.   
 

Mr.  Spesert  presented on the Governors Permit  Reform Package and spoke to the 

fol lowing:  

•  Permit  Reform Package Proposal  introduced by the Governor and Executive 
Order Signed on May 19th ,  establ ishing broad strategies and goals across al l  
state agencies to advance infrastructure projects , Ten Legislat ive proposals to 
be included as trai ler  bi l ls  to the Budget to establ ish statutory permitt ing 
reforms.  The Governor  mentioned the Sites Project  in  his  introduction noting 
that  Sites would be an el igible project  included in the Permit Reform proposal.  

• Governor’s Executive Order (NN -8-23) establ ishes an Infrastructure Str ike 
Team to work across al l  state agencies to maximize federal  and state funding 
opportunit ies for infrastructure projects,  Identify projects for streamlining 
with a focus on projects that  include signif icant job creat ion,  names al l  P1 
Storage Projects,  including Sites ,  Support  coordination between al l  levels of  
government on project  review, permitt ing,  and approvals ,  support  
infrastructure in specif ic sectors by invest ing in a djacent sectors ,  share 
chal lenges,  and best pract ice,  and identify areas for improvement . 

•  The fol lowing 3 legislat ive proposals  have a direct  benefit  to the Sites Projec t: 

o CEQA Administrative Record  would clar ify and streamlin e requirements to 
al low CEQA Administrat ive Records to be developed more expediently,  with 
fewer l i t igat ion delays.  Specif ical ly,  the bi l l  creates t imeframes the 
petit ioner must fol low if  they elect  to prepare the administrat ive record,   
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provides that  internal  emails  within the lead agency that  are not presented 
to the f inal  decision -making body are not required to be included in the 
record and al lows electronic f i l ing of  the record. 

o  CEQA Judicial  Streamlining  to the extent feasible,  requires that any judicial  
chal lenges and appeals be completed within 270 days for qualifying projects,  
including energy infrastructure projects,  federal  CHIPS Act -el igible 
manufacturing projects,  transportat ion -related projects,  and water-related 
projects.  El igible projects must  be cert if ied by designated state off icials.   

o  Reclassif ication of  Ful ly Protected Species  would reclassify  species to 
faci l i tate responsible and appropriate development but would also al low the 
Department of  Fish and Wildl i fe to require mit igat ion and other act ions to 
contribute to the conservat ion of  these species.  

 
 Keith Dunn spoke to  the t iming for possible act ion on the trai ler  bi l ls  including 

bi l l  review occurring in upcoming informational  hearings .  He noted that  he and 
other stakeholders  have part icipated  in recent discussions about the process .  The 
Governor plans to do everything he can to get the  proposals passed.  There is  
opposit ion from environmental  groups to the approach of  using trai ler  bi l ls .  

  
 Executive Director Brown noted that  the Associat ion of  Cal i fornia  Water Agencies 

(ACWA) State  Legislat ive Committee is in  favor of the 3 proposals  that  are a direct 
benefit  to the Sites Project.  
 

 Durst  explained that i t ’s  important to note that  the reform isn’t  about changing 
the process,  but the purpose is  to expedite the process.  S ites wil l  not  overlook 
any environmental  concerns .  
  

 Director Sutton expressed appreciat ion to everyone attending the Special  Board 
Meeting,  the Legislat ive & Outreach Committee,  Keith  Dunn, and the Governor.  

 
 Executive Director Brown  made t ime for attendees that logged in after Rol l  Cal l  

to identify themselves .  The Board Clerk  updated the attendance.  
 
ACTION RC: 

It  was moved by  Cheng, seconded by Vanderwaal  to approve the fol lowing:  

1.  Communicate general  support  for the Governor’s Execut ive Order and 
Legislat ive Permit  Reform Package.  

2.  Direct  staff  to act ively advocate on behalf  of  the three legislat ive proposals 
of  direct  benefit  to the Project:  CEQA Administrat ive Record Reforms, CEQA 
Judicial  Streamlining ,  and Reclassif icat ion of Ful ly Protected Spec ies.  Motion 
carr ied unanimously  except for  Neudeck,  Metropolitan Water Distr ict ,  who 
abstained.   
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ACTION AB :  

It  was moved by  Director Sutton, seconded by Alternate  Ruiz  to approve the 
fol lowing:  

1.  Communicate general  support  for the Governor’s Execut ive Order and 
Legislat ive Permit  Reform Package.  

2.  Direct  staff  to act ively advocate on behalf  of  the three legislat ive proposals 
of  direct  benefit  to the Project:  CEQA Administrat ive Record Reforms, CEQA 
Judicial  Streamlining ,  and Reclassif icat ion of Ful ly Protected Species .  Motion 
carr ied :  All  Directors present voted yes.  

  
3.  DISCUSSION AND INFORMATION ITEMS : 

Executive Director Brown announced that the Sites Project Water 
Right Application was noticed by the State Board  on Friday, June 2, 2023.  This starts 
the 60-day protest  period. Fol lowing the 60-day period there will  be a period for 
the Project to resolve any protest. He noted this is not the Water Right itself  but 
another milestone in the process to receive it.  Mr. Brown expressed appreciat ion 
for Ms. Forsythe’s leadership in getting the Project to this point in the Water Right 
Applicat ion. Tincher  agreed with Mr. Brown and expressed appreciat ion for the 
Staff  and al l  the work on the Water Right  Applicat ion.  

 
Authority Board Chair  Durst  adjourned the Joint  Reservoir  Committee and Authority 
Board Meeting at  the hour of  8:37a.m. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________      ___________________________________ 
Fritz  Durst ,  Authority Board Chair               Valerie Pryor ,  Reservoir  Committee Chair  
 
 
 

______________________________ 
Sandra Yarbrough, Board Clerk  

 

 

 

  


