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Authority Board Chair:  Fr itz  Durst  (Reclamation District  108)  

Authority Board Vice Chair :  Jeff  Sutton (Tehama -Colusa Canal  Authority)  

Reservoir  Committee Chair:  Robert Kunde ( Whee le r  R id ge - Mar icop a  Wate r  S torage  D is t r i ct )  

Reservoir  Committee Vice Chair:  Jordan Navarrot  (RD108 & Dunnigan Water Distr ict )  

Treasurer:  Jamie Traynham (Davis  Water Distr ict)  
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CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   
 
Chair  Durst  cal led the Authority Board (AB) and Reservoir  Committee (RC) Meeting 
to order at  the hour of  9:0 1 a.m.,  fol lowed by  Rol l  Cal l  and the Pledge of Al legiance .   
 
ROLL CALL/ATTENDANCE:  
 
Authority Board:  8 members in attendance,  result ing in a  quorum.  

Reservoir  Committee:  17 representatives (82.72%) in  attendance,  result ing in a  
quorum.  Ms.  Kaplan arr ived at 9:34  a.m.;  Vice Chair  Sutton arr ived at 10:10 a.m.  
 
INTRODUCTIONS: 
 
The Sites staff ,  consultants and members of  the publ ic  introduced themselves.   
 
AGENDA APPROVAL:  
 
Executive Director  (ED)  Brown noted that Item 1.7 on the Consent Agenda should 
be pul led for separate consideration due to a  f inancial  adjustment;  and 5.2 wil l  be  
removed from the agenda as i t  is  no longer needed.  
 
ACTION RC :  Moved by Mr.  Pl inski ,  seconded by Ms.  Murphy,  to approve the Apri l  
18,  2025,  meeting agenda as amended.  Motion carried unanimously .  
  
ACTION AB :  Moved by Director Vanderwaal,  seconded by Director Al len,  to approve 
the Apri l  18,  2025,  meeting agenda as amended.  Motion Carried: All  Directors  
present voted yes.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION : 
 

 

https://sitesproject.org/


Authority Board & Reservoir Committee Meeting                       Apri l  18, 2025  

Page 2 of 7 

 

 
General  Counsel  (GC) Doud announced the Authority Board of Directors and the 
Reservoir  Committee Members would consider  Closed Session matters  5.1. ,  as  I tem 
5.2 had been removed.   
 
PERIOD FOR PUBLIC COMMENT : 
Chair  Durst cal led for a period of public  comment.  Hearing no comments,  Chair  
Durst c losed the public  comment period.  
 

1.  CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Vice Chair  Navarrot  asked for  a motion to approve the consent agenda with Item 
1.7 removed.  
 
ACTION RC :  It  was moved by Ms.  Traynham, seconded by Ms.  Pryor,  to approve al l  
i tems except for  Item 1.7 on consent agenda.  Motion carr ied unanimously .  
 
ED Brown reported on an amended recommendation for Item 1.7,  “Al location from 
unrestr icted contingency to be paid as a  Commercial  Readiness Deposit  to  satisfy  
the Cal i fornia Independent System Operator Interconnection application 
requirement.” He explained  that  the escrow account fee was not included in the 
f inancials,  and recommended an al location amount of  $212,000, rather than 
$207,000,  to ref lect  the inclusion of the account fee.   
 
ACTION RC :  I t  was moved by Mr.  Cheng, seconded by Mr.  Eckhart,  to  approve Item 
1.7 as amended.  Motion carr ied unanimously .  
 
ACTION AB :  I t  was moved by Director  Vanderwaal ,  seconded ( inaudible) ,  to  approve 
the consent  agenda, inc luding Item 1.7 as amended .  Motion carr ied unanimously.   
 

1.1 Reservoir  Committee and Authority Board consider approval  of  March 21,  2025,  
Reservoir  Committee and Authority Board Meeting Minutes.  (Attachments A & B)  

 
1.2 Reservoir  Committee and Authority  Board consider acceptance of the S ites Project  

Authority Treasurer’s  Report.  (Attachments A & B)  
 
1.3 Reservoir  Committee and Authority Board consider approval  of  the Sites Project  

Authority Payment of Claims.  (Attachments A & B)  
 
1.4 Reservoir  Committee and Authority Board consider approval  of  a  task order 

amendment with CH2M (Engineering -Conveyance) for addit ional  cost estimating 
services in the amount of  $309,534,  increasing the total  task order amount from 
$11,945,980 to a  revised total  not  exceed of  $12,025,667 for the period of  January 
1,  2022 through December 31,  2025.   There is  no impact on the 2025 approved 
Budget.  
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1.5 Reservoir  Committee and Authority Board consider approval  of  a  task order 

amendment with AECOM (Engineering -Reservoir)  for addit ional  cost est imating 
services and fencing construction documents in the amount of  $207,549,  increasing 
the total  task order  amount from $13,683,795 to a  revised not exceed of  
$13,891,344 for  the period of  January 1,  2022,  through December 31,  2025.  There 
is  no impact on the 2025 approved Budget.  

 
1.6 Reservoir  Committee and Authority Board consider approval  of  the newly formed 

Partic ipat ion Ad Hoc Subcommittee Charter.  (Attachment A-F)  
 
1.7 Reservoir  Committee and Authority Board consider  approval  of  the al locat ion of  

$207,000 from unrestr icted contingency to be paid as a  Commercial  Readiness 
Deposit  to satisfy the Cal i fornia Independent System Operator Interconnection 
application require ment.  This deposit  is  refundable i f  appl ication is  withdrawn.  

 
2.  ACTION ITEMS :   
 
2.1 Reservoir  Committee and Authority Board consider  approval  of  the Final  

Construction Workforce Pol icy that  establ ishes the Authority’s  expectations for  
Project  Labor Agreements,  workforce ut i l izat ion,  and other factors of  importance to 
the Local  Community.  (Attachment A &B)  

 
Mr. Robinette ’s  report included the policy process thus far, including updates to the 
policy draft and issuing a final draft.  He explained the components of the current 
version which have gone through multiple rounds of feedback. The newest version 
changes include adding Yuba County to the local area definit ion, a provision for 
temporary housing, and a provision for agricultural  considerations.  He noted the 
main implementation mechanism for the policy will  be the construction contracts.  
 
Mr.  Cheng asked if  the Reservoir Committee wil l  be a part of negotiations and Mr. 
Robinette said there wil l  be a collaborative relationship with the Construction 
Management at Risk (“CMAR,”)  but negotiations will  be between the contractors and 
labor.   
 
Mr.  Robinette noted there are alternative delivery projects where the policy would 
not apply.  
 
Regarding a question about the temporary housing provision, ED Brown noted it was 
included as a response to feedback received from the local working group. Regarding 
potential  temporary housing taxes that may be triggered, ED Brown said the County 
is involved and wil l  be consulted regarding impacts to Land Use.  
 
ACTION RC: It  was moved by Mr.  Azevedo, seconded by Mr.  Eckhart  to recommend 
approval  of  agenda item 2.1  to the Authority Board.  Motion carr ied unanimously.  
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 ACTION AB :  It  was moved by Director Evans, seconded by Director Murphy to approve 

agenda item 21.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
2.2 Reservoir Committee and Authority Board consider accepting the Evaluation 

Committee recommendation of the Reservoir Construction Manager at Risk 
statements of qualifications deemed best qualified to continue in the procurement 
process and be requested to s ubmit proposals.   
 
ED Brown explained that this  i tem is  related to the next step in select ing the CMAR.  
Mr.  Robinette reviewed the recommended short l ist ed contractors  and associated 
key subcontractors ,  and said staff  recommends advancing three of the f irms to the 
next step in the process,  which is  the Request  for Proposals.  The three f irms he 
mentioned are Barnard,  Flat iron Dragados -Obayashi,  and Kiewit.   
 
Mr.  Robinette reviewed the process thus far  to f ind qual if ied contractors,  and the 
basis  and elements used for determining the recommended short  l ist .  He explained 
the antic ipated procurement schedule which includes the recommended approval  
of  the short l i st  and the steps fol lowing the due date for  the proposals.  
 
In  response to questions regarding those f irms that advanced to the short  l ist ,  Mr.  
Robinette said the contract  strategy is  t ied to the Project’s  values that  were 
determined in 2022,  related to r isk  mitigation.  
 
ED Brown noted the group that was assembled to make the short  l ist  selections was 
diverse with individuals representing agencies on the Committee and Board,  and 
outside individuals  with unique perspectives.  
 
ACTION RC: It  was moved by Mr.  Pl inski ,  seconded by Mr.  Azevedo to recommend 
approval  of  agenda item 2.2  to the Authority Board.  Motion carr ied unanimously.  
 
ACTION AB :  I t  was moved by Director Evans,  seconded by Director Murphy to 
approve agenda item 2.2 .  Motion carr ied :  All  Directors  present voted yes.  
 

3.  DISCUSSION AND INFORMATION ITEMS : 
  

3.1 Receive and comment on the prel iminary draft  f inal  project contract documents 
(dated Apri l  2025)  including the Benefits  & Obligations Contract,  updated Bylaws,  
and amended and restated Joint Powers Agreement.   Receive a status report  on 
payment methods from representative Board members.  (Attachment A -  F)   

 
 ED Brown made opening comments related to this  item, noting that as  agencies 

move toward investor commitment and determining i f  the y wil l  be signing on to  
partic ipate,  i t  wi l l  be important to continue to pay close attention to the contract  
documents.  
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Mr.  Robinette reviewed the four key components related to this item. These are 
Governance, Default Waterfall ,  Downstream Capacity,  and Conditions Precedent of 
Construction. He gave a brief overview of each component.  

 
 Mr.  Robinette said that in the B&O contract,  it  is  proposed that there be a cumulative 

total  amount of funds to include various events. Once that amount is expended, 
there would need to be a passage of a resolution that necessitates a super -majority 
vote.  

 
 In preparation for this item, ED Brown said he asked various Reservoir Committee 

members to speak about their payment provisions and approaches.  Mr. Weghorst ,  
Ms. Pryor, Mr. Smalls,  Mr.  Pl inski,  and Mr. Urkov al l  made comments about various 
payment methodologies and what they are discussing with their respective home 
boards, such as paying through funds raised via fees and rates or tax revenue 
collection or  implementing a “pay -go” option .  

  
ED Brown said the Project would l ike to know what the participation 
recommendations to home boards wil l  be in July,  and Mr. Robinette said Sites would 
l ike to know how home boards intend to pay by the start of investor commitment 
escrow, in August  2025.  

  
 In response to a question from Chair Durst regarding the State Water Project 

statement of charges, Mr. Robinette said there will  be different statements for 
different areas and each participant wil l  receive their own unique invoice.  Chair 
Durst asked if  the Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act loan will  be 
shared by everyone on the Reservoir Committee and Mr. Robinette said there will  
be a single plan of f inance that is equitably shared with the multiple options the 
group is el igible for,  unless the agency is in the pay-go group. He clarif ied that al l  
groups are involved in the event of default.  

 
 Ms. Pryor noted there wil l  l ikely be uncertainties al l  the way up to having to make a 

decision about commitment, and individual agencies will  have to determine what 
uncertainties they can l ive with.  Mr. Urkov said there seems to be continued 
uncertainty due to water r ights.   

 
 Ms. Dyer asked about grant monies and how much of these monies are allocated  for 

the total cost of the project,  and ED Brown note d the funds that are being 
reallocated from Los Vaqueros Reservoir cannot be used to pay for the State’s share 
of operations and maintenance.  

 
 Vice Chair Sutton said he would l ike to see definit ion of the process related to change 

orders.  
 
3.2 Review and comment on the Construction Environmental Standards Program Manual.  
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ED Brown said staff wanted to bring this item  about the developing Construction 
Environmental Standards Program Manual to the attention of the group. He said the 
manual wil l  go f irst through the Environmental Planning workgroup. He reported 
that standards across various contractors have been developed to verify and 
demonstrate compliance in permits.  He noted he welcomed hearing feedback and to 
contact him should anyone have any questions.  

    
3.3   Receive and comment on updated condit ions precedent quarterly status report.  

(Attachments A & B)  
 

ED Brown explained this  item is  related to Item 3.1 and goes through the last  18 
months of  Phase 2 (Planning)  with a  high -level  f low of  activit ies  through project  
planning.  He referred to a f lowchart  and explained it  i l lustrates planning and 
budgeting,  including what is  expected to be received,  cost amounts,  how activit ies  
are paid for,  and what the commitment is.  The plan goes through 2025 and into  
2026.  ED Brown reviewed the budget check - in points.  There are two Board 
workshops to review planning before g oing to the Board for a f inal  commitment.    

 
4.  REPORTS:  

 
4.1 Chairpersons’  Reports :   

 
None.  
 

4.2 Committee & Workgroup Chairs’  Reports :  
 
Operations & Engineering:  Mr.  Robinette reported on behalf  of  Chair  Kunde and 
said there were two value planning ad hoc committee meetings about how to add 
value and reduce costs.  Upcoming meetings wil l  deal  with benefits.  He also 
reported there was a special  Operations and Engineering meeting to discuss f lood 
control  and downstream capacity topics.  
 

4.3 Authority Board & Reservoir  Committee Participant Reports :  
 
Budget & Finance:  Ms.  Traynham said they wil l  be issuing a Request for Proposals  
for an audit.  

 
Outreach & Leg islat ion:  Vice Chair  Sutton said that his  board partic ipated in a  tour 
put on by Project staff  and it  created a lot of  excitement.  He said there is  a  meeting 
on Apri l  23 and he encourages Committee members to partic ipate.    
 

4.4  Executive Director’s  Reports :  
 
ED Brown reported:  
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•  The tour this  month was great,  and it  ref lect ed a lot of  enthusiasm for the 
Project.  

•  The Cedars property has c losed escrow and is  the f irst  in -Val ley parcel.  Next  
steps are clean up of the parcel  and then demolit ion of the bui ldings for  
safety of  the lot.  

•  There wil l  be a pop-up gathering at  the ACWA conference for Board and 
Committee members,  and members of  home boards.  

 
5. CLOSED SESSION: 10:50 a.m. 
 
5.1 Negotiations concerning water r ight permit terms and condit ions (Govt.  Code 

§54956.9(c)  and §54956.9(d)(1)) .   
 
6.  REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION: 11:29 a.m. 
   
 Attorney Doud reported there was no action taken in Closed Session.  
 
 There was nothing further to report.  
 
7.  RECAP :   
 
 None.  

 
7.1 Suggested Future Agenda Items.   
 
 None.  

 
 
7.2  Upcoming Meetings:  

Reservoir Committee & Authority Board  
Day of Friday, May 16, 2025 (9:00 a.m. –  noon)  
Maxwell  Project Off ice & Virtual  
 
Chair  Durst  adjourned the Reservoir  Committee and Authority Board Meeting at the 
hour of  11:30 a.m.  
 
 
____________________________      ___________________________________  
Fritz  Durst ,  Authority Board Chair       Rob Kunde,  Reservoir  Committee Chair  
 
 

______________________________ 
MJ Brown, Board Clerk   



Reservoir Committee’s Roll  Call                               April  18, 2025 

Agenda Item 1.1 , Attachment A 9:00 AM – Noon 

 

 

Current Voting Committee Part icipants (22): 

 %  Part ic ipant   %  Part ic ipant  
 

3.47 American Canyon, City  
2.57 LaGrande WD                    

 2.42 Antelope Valley-East Kern WA  17.29 Metropolitan WD  

 5.28 Coachella Valley WD  3.47 Reclamation District 108  

 5.28 Colusa County   2.42 Rosedale-Rio Bravo WSD 

 
5.05 Colusa County WD                     

 
8.70 San Bernardino Valley MWD 

 
2.41 Cortina WD                     (1)                    

 
6.48 San Gorgonio Pass WA  

 2.87 Davis WD   2.42 Santa Clara Valley WD  

 4.22 Desert WA                         3.77 Santa Clarita Valley WA   

 3.17 Dunnigan WD   3.89 Westside WD  

 
3.77 Glenn-Colusa ID  

 
3.19 Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa WSD         

 2.57 Irvine Ranch WD   5.28 Zone 7 WA  

 100.00   Total 
 

17 Vot ing members represented at the start of  the meet ing  

84.93%  Represented part ic ipat ion percentage. 

Representat ion has been delegated as fol lows: 

(1)  Proxy to Jamie Traynham, Davis WD 

(‡)  Not present  a fter ________  
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Current VoƟng Authority Board (9)  Primary  Alternate 

Colusa County  Gary Evans  Randy Wilson 

Colusa County Water District  Joe Marsh  
 

Hal Charter 
 Shelly Murphy 

Glenn County  Tony Arendt  Jim Yoder 

Glenn-Colusa IrrigaƟon District  Jeff SuƩon  Logan Dennis 

ReclamaƟon District 108 
 

Fritz Durst  
Sean Doherty 
Hilary Reinhard 

Placer County Water Agency/City of 
Roseville 

 Gray Allen  Pauline Roccucci 

Tehama-Colusa Canal Authority  Bill Vanderwaal  Jim Jones 
Zack Dennis 

City of Sacramento/Sacramento County  Lisa Kaplan  
 

Anne Sangar 
BreƩ Ewart 

Westside Water District  Doug Parker 
 

Zach Dennis 
Allen Myers 

     

Associate Members (non-voƟng)  Primary  Alternate 

Western Canal Water District  Greg Johnson  Ted Trimble 

Zone 3  Mike Urkov  Wendy Tyler 
     
Non-VoƟng CommiƩee ParƟcipants (2)  Primary  Alternate/Other 

Department of Water Resources  Rob Cooke   

Bureau of ReclamaƟon  
Adam Nickels 
Allison Jacobson  

Natalie Taylor  
Jesse Sikora 

     
Current VoƟng Reservoir CommiƩee 
(22)  Primary  Alternate 

American Canyon, City  Jason Holley    

Antelope Valley-East Kern WA  MaƩ Knudson   

Coachella Valley Water District  Robert Cheng  Petya Vasileva 

Colusa County  Mike Azevedo  Daurice Kalfsbeek Smith 

Colusa County Water District  Halbert Charter  Shelly Murphy 

CorƟna Water District  Jim Peterson  
Chuck Grimmer 
Jamie Traynham 

Davis Water District  Jamie Traynham  Tom Charter 

Desert Water Agency  Steve Johnson   
David Tate 
Esther Saenz 
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Dunnigan Water District 
 

Jordon Navarrot   

RD 108  Jordon Navarrot  Lewis Bair 

Glenn-Colusa IrrigaƟon District  Logan Dennis  Louis Jarvis 

Irvine Ranch Water District  Paul Weghorst  Robert Huang 

LaGrande Water District  Zach Dennis    

Metropolitan Water District 
 

Randall Neudeck  
Nina Hawk 
Sam Smalls 

Rosedale-Rio Bravo Water District  Trent Taylor  Dan Bartel 

San Bernardino Valley Water District  Michael Plinski  Heather Dyer 

San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency  Lance Eckhart   
Thomas Todd 
EmmeƩ Campbell 

Santa Clara Valley Water District  Cindy Kao  Katherine Maher 

Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency  Steve Cole  Ali Elhassan 

Westside Water District  Allen Myers   

Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa Water Storage 
District 

 Rob Kunde  
 

Sheridan Nicholas 
Eric McDaris 

Zone 7 Water Agency  Valerie Pryor   Lillian Xie  

     
Authority Shared Seats  Primary  Alternate 

Roseville  
 

George Hanson 
Joshua Alpine  

Sean Bigley 
Darin Reintjes 

Sacramento County  Kerry Schmitz   

Sites Project Authority: 

 Jerry Brown  Ali Forsythe  Kevin Spesert  JP Robinette  Shayleen 
O’Connell 

 MJ Brown  Alan Doud 

Members of  the Public   

Name Represent ing Name Represent ing 

Kelly Malloy San Bernardino Valley WD Larry Smith San Gorgonio Pass WA 

Kevin Walton  SGPWA Sujan Punyamurthula Stantec 

MaƩhew Beeston NorCal Carpenters Sara Katz Katz CommunicaƟons 

Jeff Nelson Parsons Richard Welsh Welsh ConsulƟng LLC 
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Virtual  Attendance 

 

Members of  the Public   

Name Represent ing Name Represent ing 

Heather Waldrop Stantec Vik Iso-Ahola Stantec 

Ken Bohannan Kleinfelder Juleah Cordi ASM. Gallagher 

Pamela Katleba-Jenkins Westside Water District Nancy Moricz Kleinfelder 

Chuck Adamson OperaƟng Engineers Local #3 


