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CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:    

Chair  Durst  ca l led the Authori ty  Board (AB)  and Reservoir  Committee (RC)  Meeting to 
order at  the  hour of  9:03  a.m.,  fo l lowed by  Rol l  Ca l l  and the P ledge o f  A l leg iance.   
 
ROLL CALL/ATTENDANCE:  

Author i ty  Board:  10  members  in  attendance,  result ing in  a quorum. 

Reservoir  Committee:  20  representat ives  (87.53)  attendance,  result ing in  a  quorum.  
 
INTRODUCTIONS: 

The S i tes  staff ,  consultants  and members  of the  publ ic  introduced themselves.   
 
AGENDA APPROVAL:  

 
ACTION RC :  Moved by Ms. Pryor ,  seconded by  Mr.  Azevedo,  to  approve the July  18,  2025,  
meet ing agenda as  amended.  Motion carr ied unanimously .  
  
ACTION AB :  Moved by Vice  Chair  Sutton,  seconded by  Director  Vanderwaal ,  to  approve 
the Ju ly  18,  2025,  meet ing agenda as  am ended.  Motion Carr ied:  Al l  Directors  present  
voted yes.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSI ON: 

General  Counsel  (GC)  Doud announced that  the  Author i ty  Board of  D irectors  and the 
Reservoir  Committee Members  would consider  Clo sed Sess io n matters  5 .1 .  through 5 .4 .   

 
PERIOD FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Chair  Durst  ca l led for  a  per iod of  publ ic  comment .  Hear ing no comments,  Chair  Durst  
c losed the publ ic  comment period.  
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1. CONSENT AGENDA:

Vice  Chair  Sutton pul led I tem 1.2  for  discuss ion:

I tem 1.2:  Reservoir  Committee and Author ity  Board  consider acceptance of  a rev ised 
schedule  fo r  su bmitt ing S ites  Project  Author ity  monthly  f inancia l  statements  for  approval  
and consider acceptance of  the  S i tes  Pro ject  Author ity  Treasurer’s  Report .  The proposed 
schedule  would result  in  f inancia l  statements  being delayed 1  month when compared to 
pr ior  cadence.  As  an example,  the  June f inancial  statements  wi l l  be  submitted for  board  
approval  at  the  August  meet ing.  (Attachments  A & B)   

Vice  Chair  Sutton inquired about the change in sc hedule  as  i t  re lates  to  f inance reports 
from staff .  Ms. Traynham expla ined there  is  a  de lay  in  information provided in reports  
because of  the  Board  meeting and agenda product ion schedule .  Chair  Kunde explained 
that  the  Budget  and F inance Committee has  reviewed th is  i tem.  Having discussed Item 
1.2 ,  the  Committee and Board moved on to Item 1.4 ,  pul led by  Mr.  Cheng.  

I tem 1.4:  Reservoir  Committee and Author ity  Board consider approval  to  increase tota l  
consultant  contract  author ity  for  spec if ied consultant  contracts  to  cover  changes in  the 
Board adopted Revised Fisca l  Year 2025 Budget .  (Attachment  A)  

Mr.  Cheng noted there  have been over  40  contracts executed within  the Author ity’s  
bus iness ,  and that  there  are  change orders  for  two of  them. He asked i f  staff  expect  more 
changes before the end of  year .  Execut ive Director  (ED)  Jerry  Brown responded that  the  
year  i s  hal f  over and t he Project  is  in  good shape,  though there  is  a  poss ibi l i ty  of  c hange 
orders .  He said staf f  i s  giv ing  their  best  to  est imate  through year  end.  Hav ing  discussed
Item 1.4 ,  the  Committee and Board moved on to  approval  of  the  Consent agenda.

ACTION RC :  I t  was moved by  Mr.  Navarrot,  seconded by Ms.  Traynham,  to  approve a l l  
i tems on consent  agenda.  Motion carr ied unanimously .  

ACTION AB :  I t  was moved by  Vice  Chair  Sutton,  seconded by  Director  Kaplan,  to  approve 
the consent agenda.  Motion carr ied unani mously .   

1.1  Reservoir  Committee and Aut hor i ty  Board consider  approval  o f  June 20,  2025,  Reservo ir  
Committee and Author i ty  Board Meet ing Minutes.  (Attachments  A & B) 

1.2  Reservoir  Committee and Author ity  Board  consider  acceptance of  a  revised schedule  for  
submitt ing  S ites  Project  Author ity  monthly  f inanc ia l  statements  for  approval  and consider 
acceptance of  the  S i tes  Pro ject  Author ity Treasurer’s  Report .  The proposed schedule 
would result  in  f inan cia l  statements  being delayed 1  month when compared to  pr ior  
cadence.  As  an example,  the  June f inancia l  statements  wi l l  be  submitted for  board 
approval  at  the  August  meet ing.  (Attachments  A & B)  

1 .3  Reservoir  Committee and Aut hori ty  Board consider  approval  of  the  Si tes  P roject  Authori ty  
Payment of  C la ims. (Attachments  A & B) 
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1.4  Reservoir  Committee and Author i ty  Board consider  approval  to  increase tota l consultant  

contract  authori ty  for  spec if ied consultan t  contracts  to  co ver  changes in  the Board 
adopted Rev ised F iscal  Year  2025 Budget .  (Attachment  A)  

 
1.5  Reservoir  Committee and Author ity  Board consider authoriz ing  the Execut ive Director  to 

enter  into  re imbursable  agreement  with t he United States  Army Corps  of  Engineers  to 
re imburse  for  expedit ing  and pr ior i ty  review of  the  Project ’s  permitt ing  ( inc luding permit  
implementat ion)  under the Army Corps’  jur isdic t ion for  a  tota l  of  up to $2,500,000 
through September  30,  2035,  with an ini t ia l  payment  of $250,000 through September  30,  
2026. 

 
2.  ACTION ITEMS :   
 

2 .1 Reservoir  Committee and Aut hor i ty  Board consider  app roval  of  the  2024 Financ ia l 
Auditor ’s  Report ,  which inc lu des a  Federal  S ingle  Audit .  (Attachments  A  & B) 

 
 ED Jerry Brown introduced Scott  A.  German,  CPA, the auditor, who was jo ining the meeting 

onl ine.  Mr. German gave a presentat ion providing information about the purpose of  the 
audit ,  and the var ious responsibi l it ies  of  the auditor. He reviewed s ingle audit 
considerations,  and the Board’s responsibil i t ies related to accurate f inancial  report ing.  He 
gave an overv iew of the f inancia l  statements and his  f i rm’s scope of work.   

 
Mr.  German said there was a clean opinion on f inancial  statements. He said there were no 
f indings for 2024 and reported that  the 2023 f inding has been cleanly resolved.  

 
Mr.  German reviewed the balance sheet highl ights,  with s ignif icant changes re lated to 
purchased land.  He reviewed current  payable f igures, deferred revenue f igures,  and 
invested in capital  assets and unrestr icted net  asset f igures.  

 
Mr.  German continued his presentation on the statement  of act iv it ies.  He said this  scope 
concludes his  serv ice as auditor for  the Project .  

 
Chair  Kunde noted the audit  was reviewed by the Budget and Finance Committee.  

 
 ACTION RC:  I t  was moved by  Ms.  Pryor,  seconded by Mr.  P l insk i  to  recommend approval 

of  agenda i tem 2.1  to  the Author i ty  Board.  Motion carr ied unani mously . 
 
 ACTION AB :  I t  was moved by  Director  Kaplan,  seconded by Director Vanderwaal  to  approve 

agenda item 2.1 .  Motion carr ied unanimous ly . 
 

2 .2 Reservoir  Committee and Authority  Board consider approving a Resolution authoriz ing lead 
negotiator to act on behalf  of Authority  in Partnership Agreement negotiations with 
Reclamation .   (Attachments A &B) 

 
 ED Brown introduced the i tem and sa id the Bureau of  Reclamat ion requires  the referenced 

resolut ion to  des ignate  him as  the lead negot iator  and asked i f  the  Board and Committee 
are  interested in  sett ing up a  separate  workgroup to  address  the negot iat ions.  Chair  Durst  
sa id i t  would be appropriate  to  set  up the group for  guidance and asked for those who are  
interested to  come forward.   
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 D i rector Vanderwaal  said he would be interested i f  there  isn ’t  a  conf l ict  of  interest ,  and 

there  was discuss ion about  the conf l ict  concept and the princ iple  t hat  there  is  not  conf l i ct  
re lated to  representing one’s  values.  Ms.  Maher,  V ice  Chair  N avarrot ,  and Vice  Chair 
Sutton each sa id they  would be interested in serv ing on the workgroup.  Mr.  Smal ls  asked 
i f  this  committee would be the sounding  board for  negot iat ions,  and ED Brown sa id  
progress  would come back  to  the whole  Board.   

 
 Hear ing no further  d iscuss ion,  Chair  Durst  ca l led the quest ion.  
 
 ACTION RC:  I t  was moved by  Ms.  Traynham,  seco nded by Mr.  Azevedo to  recommend 

approval  of  agenda i t em 2.2  to  the Authority  Board.  Motion carr ied unanimously.  
 
  ACTION AB :  I t  was moved by  V ice  Chair  Sutton,  seconded by Director  Evans to  approve 

agenda item 2.2 .  Motion carr ied unanimous ly . 
 
2 .3 Reservoir  Committee and Authority Board consider approval  of a 

consult ingagreement/contract  with Sharper  Consulting,  LLC to provide Purchasing Off ice 
Lead serv ices for  the period of August  1,  2025,  through June 30,  2026.  

 
 Ms.  O’Connel l  introduced this  i tem.  She gave background on how the subject  consult ing  

contract  ro le was developed.  She rev iewed an org  chart  which identi f ies  the  co nsultant  as 
a  key  ro le  within the  Project .  I t  is  a  st rat egic  part  of  t he  imperat ive  and work going 
forward.  The ro le  i s  to oversee procurement.  She expla ined t he strategic  plan  components  
from 2020 that  re late  to  this  i tem,  and the core  competenc ies  and business  competencies 
that  re late to  the select ion of  the  ro le .  She expla ined the f in anc ia l  management and 
contro ls  which were important  to  the ident i f icat ion o f  the  need for  a  purchasing off i ce 
lead.  She said there  is  an RFP out  for  an  account ing f i rm who can sca le  with the Project ,  
both up and then down as  the project  progresses.   

 
 Ms.  O’Connel l  sa id  staff  are  exc i ted about Sharper  Consult ing ,  LLC,  and she reviewed the 

se lect ion cr iter ia  the  f i rm met,  and the qual i f icat ions  of  the  f irm.   
 
 Mr.  Cheng asked about  t iming an d def init ion of  process ,  and Ms.  O’Connel l  sa id po l i c ies  

and procedures  going forward wil l  dr ive  the decis ions  about t he best  use of  every  dol lar;  
ED Brown sa id being balanced,  t ransparent ,  and st reamlined are  important  and part  of  the 
value of  be ing lean an d nimble.   

 
 V ice  Chair  Sutton asked about  the amount o f procurement  expected in the future,  and M s. 

O’Connel l  said there  is  qu ite  a  bi t  of  procurement  ant ic ipated in the areas  land 
management,  construct ion,  and re-co ntract ing.   

 
 Ms.  Traynham noted pol ic ies  and procedures  need to be developed regarding  

procurement .  Chair  Kunde sa id there  has  been $5M of  work that  has  been ident if ied for  
purchasing,  and that  wi l l  come to  the Board.   

 
 Mr.  Evans said he is  concerned about  processes  that  are  used at  US Forest  Serv ice  being 

carr ied over  to  the Project ,  because the consultant  has  experience there.  O’Connel l  sa id  
staf f  have fai th that  the  consultant  wi l l  hav e a  big picture  v iew.    
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 ACTION RC:  I t  was moved by Ms.  Saenz,  seconded by Mr.  Navarrot  to  recommend approval  

of  agenda i tem 2.3  to  the Author i ty  Board.  Motion carr ied unani mously . 
 
 ACTION AB :  I t  was moved by  Vice Chair  Sutton,  seconded by Director Vanderwaal  to 

approve agenda item 2.3 .  Motion carr ied unanimously.  
 
3 .  DISCUSSION AND INFORMATION ITEMS: 

  
3.1 Receive an update on the progress being made in the development of  the  Benef its  & 

Obl igations Contract,  updated Bylaws,  and amended and restated Joint Powers Agreement.    
 
 Mr.  JP Robinette gave remarks and introduced the item, saying that  related mater ials  have 

been discussed at the Governance ad hoc group.   
  
 Mr.  Robinette said there have been quest ions related to construction,  and implications  

from the Authority  Board for  projects.  The goal  is  to get  issues resolved for  f inal  draft 
documents to be ready in October.  He sa id there is  p lanned recovery period re lated to 
conformation of work related to the Water R ight.   

 
 Mr.  Robinette reported that issues discussed have re lated to the documents in this  item 

and have wide implicat ions which wil l  necessitate openness and compromises,  with the 
goal  being to arrive at f irm posit ions.   Mr.  Robinette said further discuss ions related to 
this  i tem will  go through the Operat ions & Engineering workgroup and the WIFIA ad hoc 
workgroup.  

 
 Ms. Maher asked about Santa Clara Val ley  Water District  not being on the inv ite l ist  for  

the WIFIA ad hoc workgroup and Mr. Robinette said it  would be corrected.   
 
3 .2 Review and Comment on progress being made by Participat ion Ad Hoc Subcommittee on 

assignment/delegat ion of  Capacity Interest  Among Exist ing Part icipants .  
 
 ED Brown said there was a participat ion ad hoc group established to discuss  the matter  

related to this  item, and that  the  agenda i tem is  to report progress.  He said  the report 
included in the agenda packet is  intended to give the update and asked that  i f  there is  
addit ional  input,  that i t  be provided.   

 
3 .3 Review and comment  on the updated condit ions  precedent  quarterly status  report.  

(Attachments A & B)  
 
 ED Brown sa id this  is  a regular  report  focused on sharing key items l ike schedule changes,  

and that this  is  meant  to keep all  part ies up to date.  He said the agency is  making good 
progress and staff  have reported where the project  may be behind schedule .  ED Brown said 
there is  a federal biologica l opinion that  was completed, and a press release wil l  be issued,  
s ince  it  gives  federal  authorizat ion to  proceed. He said staff  hope to have the Record of 
Decision (ROD) by next month.  

 
4.  REPORTS: 
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4 .1  Chairpersons’  Report s :   

 Committee Chair  Kunde reported he,  Board Chair  Durst  and others  recent ly  met  with staf f  
at  the  Department of Fish and Wildl i fe  regarding schedul ing for  the  Project ;  he  stated 
i t ’ s  c lear  the  Administ rat ion remains  ful ly  support ive.   

 

4 .2  Committee & Workgroup Chairs ’  Reports :  
 
Reservoir  Ops & Eng Workgroup:  the  group met  on 7/9  and wi l l  have another  specia l  
meet ing in  August ;  heard two key  presentat ions  regard ing construct ion,  how to  true up 
est imates,  and br iefed the group on steps  required to  complete the Cultura l  Resources  
sect ion.  
 
Environmental  & Permitt ing  Workgroup:  there  is  a  meet ing coming up in August  
 
Legis lat ive  & Outreach:  Mr.  Spesert  sa id there  was a  meet ing in  Sacramento at  the  end 
of  June.  Ms.  Pryor and Mr.  Cheng attended.  There  was a ser ies  of  landowner  meet ings  at 
the  end of  June,  in  both Maxwel l  and Dunnigan.  There  wi l l  be  more landowner meet ings  
at  the end of  the  year.  
 

4 .3  Author i ty  Board & Reservoir  Committee Part ic ipant Reports :  Ms.  Pryor  said the Zone 7 
Board had an informational  meet ing and cont inue to  be enthusiast ic  supporters  of  the  
Project .  Mr.  P l insk i  said he met with h is  agency ’s  Board and they  are  a lso  very  support ive.  
 

4 .4  Executive Director ’s  Reports :  

ED Brown sa id the cost  est imate  update  is  be ing re leased v ia  press  releases  and mater ia ls  
g iven to  this  group in case  they  want to  share  with media.  The press  re lease  also  inc ludes 
informat ion about  the Reservoir  Construct ion Manager At  Risk  (CMAR) short  l i s t .   

He sa id the Sim 3  model  wi l l  hopeful ly  be  re leased to  Board members  next  week.  

  Monthly status report .  (Attachment A)   
  Action Items from last  month’s meeting.  (Attachment B)  
  Work Plan schedule.  (Attachment C)  
  Cash F low Curve (Attachment D)  

5.  CLOSED SESSION: 10:38 a.m. 
 
5.1  Negot iat ions  concerning water r ight  permit  terms and co ndit ions  (Govt.  Code §54956.9(c )  

and §54956.9(d)(1)) .   
 
5.2 Conference with Real  Property Negotiators (Gov. Code § 54956.8).   

 Property:  Various parcels  comprising the S ites Reservoir  and re lated faci l i t ies.  
 
Agency negotiators:  Jerry Brown, Al i  Forsythe 
Negot iat ing part ies:  Cal i fornia Department of  Fish and Wild l ife 
Under  negotiat ion:  Pr ice and terms of  payment for  water storage and conveyan ce 
capacity.   
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5 .3 Conference with Real  Property Negotiators (Gov. Code § 54956.8).   
 Property:   Various parcels  comprising the Sites Reservoir  and re lated faci l i t ies.  

 
Agency negotiators:  Jerry Brown, Al i  Forsythe 
Negot iat ing part ies:  U.S.  Bureau of  Reclamation 
 
Under  negotiat ion:  Pr ice and terms of  payment for  water storage and conveyan ce 
capacity.   

 
5 .4 Conference with Real  Property Negotiators (Gov. Code §54956.8):  

Property:  Various parcels  comprising the Sites Reservoir  and related faci l i t ies.  
Agency Negotiators:  Jerry Brown 
Negot iat ing Part ies:  Colusa  County,  Glenn County,  Yolo County 
Under  Negotiat ion:  Pr ice and terms of  payment 

 
6.  REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION: 12:15 p.m. 
 Counsel Doud reported there was no act ion taken in Closed Sess ion.   
 
7.  RECAP :  None.  

 
7 .1  Suggested Future Agenda Items:  None.  

 
7.2  Upcoming Meetings:  

Reservoir  Committee & Authority  Board 
Day of Friday,  August  22,  2025 (9:00 a.m. – noon)  
Maxwel l  P roject  Off ice  & Virtual  
 
Chair  Durst  adjourned the Reservoir  Committee and Author i ty  Board Meet ing at  the  hour 
of  12:16 p.m. 
 
 
___________________________              ___________________________________ 
Fr i tz  Durst ,  Author ity  Board Chair             Ro b Kunde,  Reservoir  Committee Chair  
 

______________________________ 
MJ Brown, Board  Clerk   
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Current Voting Committee Part icipants (22): 

 %  Part ic ipant   %  Part ic ipant  
 

3.47 American Canyon, City  
2.57 LaGrande WD                    

 2.42 Antelope Valley-East Kern WA  17.29 Metropolitan WD  

 5.28 Coachella Valley WD  3.47 Reclamation District 108  

 5.28 Colusa County   2.42 Rosedale-Rio Bravo WSD 

 
5.05 Colusa County WD                     

 
8.70 San Bernardino Valley MWD 

 
2.41 Cortina WD                     (1)                    

 
6.48 San Gorgonio Pass WA  

 2.87 Davis WD   2.42 Santa Clara Valley WD  

 4.22 Desert WA                         3.77 Santa Clarita Valley WA   

 3.17 Dunnigan WD   3.89 Westside WD  

 
3.77 Glenn-Colusa ID  

 
3.19 Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa WSD         

 2.57 Irvine Ranch WD   5.28 Zone 7 WA  

 100.00   Total 
 

19 Vot ing members represented at the start of  the meet ing  

92.59%  Represented part ic ipat ion percentage. 

Representat ion has been delegated as fol lows: 

(1)  Proxy to Jamie Traynham, Davis WD 

(‡)  Not present  a fter ________  
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Current VoƟng Authority Board (9)  Primary  Alternate 

Colusa County  Gary Evans  Randy Wilson 

Colusa County Water District  Joe Marsh  
Hal Charter 
 Shelly Murphy 

Glenn County  Tony Arendt  Jim Yoder 

Glenn-Colusa IrrigaƟon District  Jeff SuƩon  Logan Dennis 

ReclamaƟon District 108 
 

Fritz Durst  
Sean Doherty 
Hilary Reinhard 

Placer County Water Agency/City of 
Roseville 

 
Gray Allen  Pauline Roccucci 

Tehama-Colusa Canal Authority 
 

Bill Vanderwaal  Jim Jones 
Zack Dennis 

City of Sacramento/Sacramento County 
 

Lisa Kaplan  
 

Anne Sangar 
BreƩ Ewart 

Westside Water District  Doug Parker 
 

Zach Dennis 
Allen Myers 

     

Associate Members (non-voƟng)  Primary  Alternate 

Western Canal Water District  Greg Johnson 
 

Ted Trimble 

Zone 3  Mike Urkov  Wendy Tyler 
     
Non-VoƟng CommiƩee ParƟcipants (2)  Primary  Alternate/Other 

Department of Water Resources  Rob Cooke   

Bureau of ReclamaƟon 
 

Adam Nickels 
Allison Jacobson  

Natalie Taylor  
Jesse Sikora 

     
Current VoƟng Reservoir CommiƩee 
(22)  Primary  Alternate 

American Canyon, City  Jason Holley    

Antelope Valley-East Kern WA  MaƩ Knudson   

Coachella Valley Water District  Robert Cheng  Petya Vasileva 

Colusa County  Mike Azevedo  Daurice Kalfsbeek Smith 

Colusa County Water District  Halbert Charter  Shelly Murphy 

CorƟna Water District  Jim Peterson 
 

Chuck Grimmer 
Jamie Traynham 

Davis Water District  Jamie Traynham  Tom Charter 

Desert Water Agency 
 

Esther Saenz  
 

David Tate 
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Dunnigan Water District 
 

Jordon Navarrot   

RD 108  Jordon Navarrot  Lewis Bair 

Glenn-Colusa IrrigaƟon District  Logan Dennis  Louis Jarvis 

Irvine Ranch Water District  Paul Weghorst  Robert Huang 

LaGrande Water District  Zach Dennis    

Metropolitan Water District 
 

Randall Neudeck 
 

Nina Hawk 
Sam Smalls 

Rosedale-Rio Bravo Water District  Trent Taylor  Dan Bartel 

San Bernardino Valley Water District  Michael Plinski  Heather Dyer 

San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency  Lance Eckhart  
 

Thomas Todd 
EmmeƩ Campbell 

Santa Clara Valley Water District  Katherine Maher  Cindy Kao 

Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency  Steve Cole  Ali Elhassan 

Westside Water District 
 

Allen Myers   

Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa Water Storage 
District 

 
Rob Kunde  

 
Sheridan Nicholas 
Eric McDaris 

Zone 7 Water Agency  Valerie Pryor   Lillian Xie  

     
Authority Shared Seats  Primary  Alternate 

Roseville  
 

George Hanson 
Joshua Alpine  

Sean Bigley 
Darin Reintjes 

Sacramento County  Kerry Schmitz   

Sites Project Authority: 

 Jerry Brown  Ali Forsythe  Kevin Spesert  JP Robinette  Shayleen 
O’Connell 

 MJ Brown  Alan Doud 

Members of  the Public   

Name Represent ing Name Represent ing 

Nancy Moricz Kleinfelder Juleah Cordi ASM Gallagher 

Casey Tull OE3 Nathan Monroe Atlas 

Jason Minton Kleinfelder MaƩhew Beeson NCCRC 

Christy Scofield Public   
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Virtual  Attendance 
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