
       Website:  S itesProject.org  
 

Reservoir Committee & Authority Board  August 22, 2025 

 

Authority Board Chair:  Fr itz  Durst  (Reclamation District  108)  

Authority Board Vice Chair :  Jeff  Sutton (Tehama -Colusa Canal  Authority)  

Reservoir  Committee Chair:  Robert Kunde ( Whee le r  R id ge - Mar icop a  Wate r  S torage  D is t r i ct )  

Reservoir  Committee Vice Chair:  Jordan Navarrot  (RD108 & Dunnigan Water Distr ict )  

Treasurer:  Jamie Traynham (Davis  Water Distr ict)  
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CALL TO ORDER /PLEDGE OF ALL EGIANCE:    

Chair  Durst  ca l led the Authori ty  Board (AB)  and Reservoir  Committee (RC)  Meeting  to  
order  at  the hour  of  9 : 01  a.m.,  fo l lowed by  Rol l  Ca l l  and  the Pledge of  Al legiance .   
 
ROLL CALL/ATTENDANCE :  

Author i ty  Board :  9  members  in  attendance,  result ing in  a  quorum.  

Reservoir  Committee:  19 representat ives  ( 82.88)  attendance,  result ing in  a  quorum.   
 
INTRODUCTIONS :  

The S ites  s taff ,  consultants  and members  of  the publ ic  introduced themselves.   
 
AGENDA APPROVAL:  

Execut ive  Director  Jerry  Brown  stated he would l ike  to  add considerat ion of  author iz ing  
new I tem 2.2,  a  t imely  i tem that  only  recently  became cr i t ica l  for  considerat ion:  
 
2.1:  Reservoir  Committee and Authority Board consider authorization for  Executive 

Director to enter into an Early  Funding Agreement with the Cal ifornia Water Commission 

for  up to 5% of  the $218,  977,138 recently added to the Sites Project Prop.  1 Maximum 

Condit ional  El ig ibi l i ty Determination.  

 
ACTION RC :  Moved by  Ms.  Traynham,  seconded by  Mr.  Dennis ,  to  approve the August  22,  
2025,  meet ing  agenda  as  amended  with  the addit ional  i tem .  Motion carr ied unanimously .  
  
ACTION AB :  Moved by  V ice  Chair  Sutton,  seconded by  Director  Kaplan,  to  approve the 
August  22,  2025,  meeting  agenda  as  amended with the addit ional  i tem . Motion Carr ied:  
Al l  Directors  present  voted yes.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION :  

Genera l  Counsel  (GC)  Doud announced that  the Author ity  Board of  Directors  and the 
Reservoir  Committee Members  would  consider  C losed Sess ion matters  5 .1.  through  5.4 .   
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PERIOD FOR PUBLIC  COMMENT :  

Chair  Durst  ca l led for  a  per iod of  publ ic  comment.  Hear ing  no  comments ,  Chair  Durst  
c losed the publ ic  comment per iod.  
 

1.  CONSENT AGENDA:  
 
ACTION RC :  I t  was  moved by Mr.  Dennis ,  seconded by Mr.  P l inski ,  to  approve a l l  i tems on 
consent  agenda.  Motion carr ied unanimously .  
 

ACTION AB :  I t  was  moved by  Director  Kaplan ,  seconded by  Director  Vanderwaal ,  to  
approve the consent  agenda.  Motion carr ied unanimously.   
 

1 .1  Reservoir  Committee and Authority  Board consider  approval  of  Ju ly  18,  2025,  Reservoir  
Committee and Authority  Board Meeting Minutes .  (Attachments  A & B)  

 
1.2  Reservoir  Committee and Authority  Board cons ider  acceptance of  the S i tes  Pro ject  

Authori ty  Treasurer ’s  Report .  (Attachment A)  
 
1 .3  Reservoir  Committee and Authority  Board consider  approval  of  the S i tes  Project  Author i ty  

Payment  of  C la ims.  (Attachments  A & B)  

1.4  Reservoir  Committee and Authority  Board cons ider  acceptance of  the S i tes  Pro ject  

Authori ty ’s  Second Quarter  2025 Budget  Year  Quarter ly  F inancia l  Report .  (Attachment A)  

1 .5  Reservoir  Committee and Authori ty  Board consider  approval  of  a  consult ing  

agreement/contract  with  Start ing  L ine Advisory  to provide Financial  Accounting services 

in the amount not to exceed $50,000 ($5,000/month)  for  the period of  September 1,  2025,  

through June 30,  2026 .  (Attachments A & B)  

 

1 .6  Reservoir  Committee and Authority  Board consider  approval  of  a  task  order  amendment 

with  CH2M (Operat ions)  for  addit ional  model ing  serv ices  in  the amount  of  $340,277  

increas ing the tota l  task  order  amount  from $3,847,125 to  a  revised total  not  to  exceed 

of  $4,187,402 for  the per iod of  January  1,  2022,  through December  31,  2025.    

 

2.  ACTION ITEMS :   
 
2.1 Reservoir  Committee and Authority Board  consider  approval  to  submit  the S i tes  Pro ject ’s  

Step 2  Operat ions  B io logical  Assessment  (project - level  analys is )  to  the Bureau of  

Rec lamation for  consultat ion under  the Federal  Endangered Species  Act .    

 
 Ms.  Forsythe introduced the item and explained that the purpose is  to give background 

information related to the operations'  biological  assessment .  She explained that there was 

a two-step Endangered Species Act (ESA) approach, with Step 1 consist ing of  a  mix of  

programmatic consultation for  the project,  and Step 2  addressing Project - level  operations.  

She said the second step includes an amendment consultation after  Central  Val ley/State 

Water (CVP/SWP) biological  opinions ( BiOps)  to cover Sites  operations at  a  project - level,  

and not a  stand-alone independent BA/Bi Ops.  

 



Authority Board & Reservoir Committee Meeting                       August 22, 2025  

3 |  P a g e  

  

Ms.  Forsythe reviewed project - level  operations analys is  of  the 2024 long-term operation 

BiOps,  and said Sites is  not a divis ion of  the CVP and wil l  not reconsult every t ime there is  

a  CVP/SWP reconsultation.   

 

 Ms.  Forsythe reviewed what this  i tem update means to the Project’s  process and schedule.  

She said the schedule is  st i l l  set  for  completion in late 2025.  

 

 The Committee and Board briefly  discussed the item and Ms.  Forsythe confirmed the Project 

wants to minimize the number of  t imes there is  reconsultation .  Hearing no further 

discussion, Chair  Durst  cal led the question.  

 

 ACTION RC:  I t  was  moved by  Mr.  Cheng,  seconded by  Ms.  Traynham,  to  recommend 

approval  of  agenda i tem 2.1  to  the Authori ty  Board.  Motion carr ied unanimously.  

 
 ACTION AB :  I t  was  moved by  Director  Vanderwaal ,  seconded by  Director  Evans ,  to  approve 

agenda i tem 2 .1.  Motion carr ied unanimously.  
 

2 .2 Reservoir  Committee and Authority Board consider authorization for  Executive Director to 

enter into an Early  Funding Agreement with the Cal i fornia Water Commission  (CWC) for  up 

to 5% of  the $218,  977,138 recently added to the Sites Project Prop.  1 Maximum Condit ional  

El ig ibi l i ty  Determination.  

 

 ED Brown introduced the i tem and gave a  review of  s taff ’s  meet ing  with  the Ca l i fornia  
Water  Commiss ion .  He sa id i t  was  a  very  pos it ive  meet ing  in  general .   

 
 ED Brown gave a  recap of  the adjusted funds and the sources  of  the increased funding  

amount.  He noted the CWC ’ s  des ignated purpose for  the  funds is  to  support  inf lat ionary  
increases  in  pro ject  costs .  He reviewed the cash f low and schedule  pro ject ion with  the  
addit ional  ear ly  funding,  a long with  the projected cash drawdown through 2026 with  
addit ional  Water  Storage Investment  Program ( WISP)  funding.   

 
 ED Brown rev iewed the schedule  with the later  water  r ight  and cash f low/schedule 

project ion ,  with  addit ional  ear ly  funding.  He expla ined the purpose of  the requested  
act ion  and noted this  is  a  new ear ly  funding agreement.  

 
 Hear ing  no  further  discuss ion,  Chair  Durst  ca l led the quest ion.  
 
 ACTION RC:  I t  was  moved by  Mr.  Azevedo,  seconded by Mr.  Weghorst  to  recommend 

approval  of  agenda i tem 2.2  to  the Authori ty  Board.  Motion carr ied unanimously.  
 
  ACTION AB :  I t  was  moved by V ice  Ms.  Kaplan,  seconded by  Vice Chair  Sutton to  approve  

agenda i tem 2.2.  Motion carr ied unanimously.  
 

3 .  DISCUSSION AND INFORMATION ITEMS :  
  

3.1 Review and comment on preparat ions  to  issue a  request  for  Inter im Construct ion 
F inancing  and related serv ices .  
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Ms.  O’Connel l ,  F inance Manager,  explained that this  i tem relates to Step 1 of  a  two -step 
process to secure interim f inancing.  She said local  f irms are being invited to apply in order 
to have a fa ir  selection process.  

 
 Chair  Durst asked if  this  would be given  to one f irm or numerous f irms,  and Ms.  O’Connel l  

stated the Project is  open  to different possibi l i t ies ,  and the intent is  to secure 
qual i f ications  to ult imately establ ish  a short l ist .  

 
 ED Brown explained the role of  revenue bonds as  i t  relates to this  i tem.  
 
 Mr. Navarrot asked how local  banks have been reached out to,  and Ms.  O’Connel l  said she 

made phone cal ls  to make local  f irms aware.   
 
4.  REPORTS:  

 
4 .1  Chairpersons ’  Reports :   

 Chair  Durst  sa id he has  met  with  the Woodland Rotary  group recently  for  Project  
awareness.   

4 .2  Committee & Workgroup Chairs ’  Reports :  
 
Environmental  & Permitt ing  Workgroup :  Ms.  Maher  gave a  br ief  report .   
 
Legis lat ive  & Outreach:  V ice  Chair  Sutton sa id  there  is  a  meet ing  coming up and he  
encourages  part ic ipat ion.  There is  a  landowner  meet ing p lanned.   
 

4 .3  Authority  Board & Reservoir  Committee Part ic ipant  Reports :  None  
 

4 .4  Executive Director’s  Reports :  

ED Brown said  today is  a  celebrat ion of  15 years  of  the Jo int  Powers  Author i ty ,  and he 
gave a  h istor ica l  presentat ion of  mi lestones.  He sa id  he hopes  everyone involved is  proud 
of  the work that  has  been done for  the Pro ject .   

Ms. Pryor  sa id  that  Chair  Kunde,  who couldn’t  attend the meet ing,  wanted to  make sure  
to  acknowledge the efforts  that  have been made to  cont inue the Project ’s  progress .  

Chair  Durst  thanked those who have been involved in  the project ’s  ongoing work.  He 
acknowledged the or ig inal  s ignator ies  who were involved f rom the beginning.   

Other  indiv iduals  spoke to  ce lebrate  the 15 -year  anniversary  and noted the 
accompl ishments ,  perseverance,  and ongoing work  that  have been part  of  the Project .  

Monthly  status report.  (Attachment A)   

•  Joint Powers Authority’s  15 -Year Anniversary!  

•  Monthly  status report.  (Attachment A)   

•  Action Items from last  month’s meeting.  (Attachment B)  

 
5. CLOSED SESSION: 10:23 a.m.  
 
5.1  Negotiat ions  concerning water  r ight  permit  terms and condit ions  (Govt.  Code §54956.9(c)  

and §54956.9(d)(1) ) .   
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5 .2  Conference with Real  Property  Negotiators  (Gov.  Code § 54956.8) .   

 Property:  Var ious  parcels  compris ing  the S i tes  Reservoir  and re lated faci l i t ies .  
 
Agency  negot iators :  Jerry  Brown,  Al i  Forsythe  
Negotiat ing part ies :  Cal i fornia  Department  of  F ish  and Wildl i fe  
 
Under  negotiat ion:  Pr ice  and terms of  payment  for  water  s torage and conveyance 
capaci ty .   
 

5 .3  Conference with Real  Property  Negotiators  (Gov.  Code § 54956.8) .   
 Property:   Var ious  parcels  compris ing  the S i tes  Reservoir  and re lated faci l i t ies .  

 
Agency  negot iators :  Jerry  Brown,  Al i  Forsythe  
Negotiat ing part ies :  U.S .  Bureau of  Reclamation  
 
Under negotiation:  Price and terms of  payment for water storage and conveyance 
capacity.   

 
5.4 Conference with Real  Property Negotiators (Gov.  Code §54956.8):  

Property:  Various parcels compris ing the Sites Reservoir  and related faci l i t ies.  
Agency Negotiators:  Jerry Brown  
Negotiating Parties:  Colusa County,  Glenn County,  Yolo County  
Under Negotiat ion:  Price and terms of  payment  

 
6.  REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION : 12:16 p.m. 
 Counsel  Doud reported there was no action taken in Closed Session.    
 
7.  RECAP :  None.  

 
7 .1  Suggested Future Agenda Items :  None.  

 
7.2  Upcoming Meetings:  

Reservoir  Committee & Authority Board  
Day of  Fr iday,  September  19,  2025 (9:00 a .m. –  noon)  
Maxwel l  Project  Off ice & Vir tual  
 
Chair  Durst  adjourned the Reservoir  Committee and Authori ty  Board Meeting  at  the hour  
of  12:16  p .m.  
 
 
___________________________               ___________________________________  
Fr i tz  Durst ,  Author i ty  Boar d Chair           Jordan Navar rot ,  Reservoir  Committee  Vice  Chair  
 
 

______________________________  

MJ Brown, Board Clerk   
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Current Voting Committee Part icipants (22): 

 %  Part ic ipant   %  Part ic ipant  
 

3.47 American Canyon, City  
2.57 LaGrande WD                    

 2.42 Antelope Valley-East Kern WA  17.29 Metropolitan WD  

 5.28 Coachella Valley WD  3.47 Reclamation District 108  

 5.28 Colusa County   2.42 Rosedale-Rio Bravo WSD 

 
5.05 Colusa County WD                     

 
8.70 San Bernardino Valley MWD 

 
2.41 Cortina WD                     (1)                    

 
6.48 San Gorgonio Pass WA  

 2.87 Davis WD   2.42 Santa Clara Valley WD  

 4.22 Desert WA                         3.77 Santa Clarita Valley WA   

 3.17 Dunnigan WD   3.89 Westside WD  

 
3.77 Glenn-Colusa ID  

 
3.19 Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa WSD         

 2.57 Irvine Ranch WD   5.28 Zone 7 WA  

 100.00   Total 
 

17 Vot ing members represented at the start of  the meet ing  

82.88%  Represented part ic ipat ion percentage. 

Representat ion has been delegated as fol lows: 

(1)  Proxy to Jamie Traynham, Davis WD 

(‡)  Not present  a fter ________  
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Current VoƟng Authority Board (9)  Primary  Alternate 

Colusa County  Gary Evans  Randy Wilson 

Colusa County Water District  Joe Marsh  
 

Hal Charter 
 Shelly Murphy 

Glenn County  Tony Arendt  Jim Yoder 

Glenn-Colusa IrrigaƟon District  Jeff SuƩon  Logan Dennis 

ReclamaƟon District 108 
 

Fritz Durst  
Sean Doherty 
Hilary Reinhard 

Placer County Water Agency/City of 
Roseville 

 
Gray Allen  Pauline Roccucci 

Tehama-Colusa Canal Authority 
 

Bill Vanderwaal  Jim Jones 
Zack Dennis 

City of Sacramento/Sacramento County 
 

Lisa Kaplan  
 

Anne Sangar 
BreƩ Ewart 

Westside Water District  Doug Parker 
 

Zach Dennis 
Allen Myers 

     

Associate Members (non-voƟng)  Primary  Alternate 

Western Canal Water District  Greg Johnson 
 

Ted Trimble 

Zone 3  Mike Urkov  Wendy Tyler 
     
Non-VoƟng CommiƩee ParƟcipants (2)  Primary  Alternate/Other 

Department of Water Resources  Rob Cooke   

Bureau of ReclamaƟon 
 

Adam Nickels 
Allison Jacobson  

Natalie Taylor  
Jesse Sikora 

     
Current VoƟng Reservoir CommiƩee 
(22)  Primary  Alternate 

American Canyon, City  Jason Holley    

Antelope Valley-East Kern WA  MaƩ Knudson   

Coachella Valley Water District  Robert Cheng  Petya Vasileva 

Colusa County  Mike Azevedo  Daurice Kalfsbeek Smith 

Colusa County Water District  Halbert Charter  Shelly Murphy 

CorƟna Water District  Jim Peterson 
 

Chuck Grimmer 
Jamie Traynham 

Davis Water District  Jamie Traynham  Tom Charter 

Desert Water Agency  Esther Saenz  David Tate 
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Dunnigan Water District 
 

Jordon Navarrot   

RD 108  Jordon Navarrot  Lewis Bair 

Glenn-Colusa IrrigaƟon District 
 

Logan Dennis  Louis Jarvis 

Irvine Ranch Water District  Paul Weghorst  Robert Huang 

LaGrande Water District  Zach Dennis    

Metropolitan Water District 
 

Randall Neudeck 
 

Nina Hawk 
Sam Smalls 

Rosedale-Rio Bravo Water District 
 

Trent Taylor  Dan Bartel 

San Bernardino Valley Water District  Michael Plinski  Heather Dyer 

San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency 
 

Lance Eckhart   
Thomas Todd 
EmmeƩ Campbell 

Santa Clara Valley Water District  Katherine Maher  Cindy Kao 

Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency  Steve Cole  Ali Elhassan 

Westside Water District  Allen Myers   

Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa Water Storage 
District 

 Rob Kunde  
 

Sheridan Nicholas 
Eric McDaris 

Zone 7 Water Agency  Valerie Pryor   Lillian Xie  

     
Authority Shared Seats  Primary  Alternate 

Roseville  
 

George Hanson 
Joshua Alpine  

Sean Bigley 
Darin Reintjes 

Sacramento County  Kerry Schmitz   

Sites Project Authority: 

 Jerry Brown  Ali Forsythe  Kevin Spesert  JP Robinette  Shayleen 
O’Connell 

 MJ Brown  Alan Doud 

Members of  the Public   

Name Represent ing Name Represent ing 

Juleah Cordi ASM Gallagher Christy Scofield Public 

Ken Bohannan Kleinfelder Nancy Moricz Kleinfelder 

Rick Richter Public Don Bransford Public 
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Virtual  Attendance 

 

 

 

Members of  the Public   

Name Represent ing Name Represent ing 

Mary Wells Public MaƩhew Beeston Nor Cal Carpenters 


