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Requested Action: 

 

Reservoir  Committee and Authority Board consider authorizing the Executive 

Director to enter into an agreement with Reclamation related to accept ing and 

conveying Incremental Level 4 refuge water as part of the Sites Project’s 

Proposition 1 ecosystem benefits ,  conditioned upon no substantial  changes from 

the terms described in this staff  report .  

 

Detailed Description/Background : 

Staff  have been working with the Bureau of  Reclamation to develop a “Refuge 
Water Acceptance Agreement”.  The Acceptance Agreement establ ishes the 
framework under which the Authorit y wil l  make Prop 1 Sites Water avai lable to 
Reclamation,  and for Reclamation to accept that  water  as  supplemental  
Incremental  Level  4 water supply  for  del ivery to federal  and state wildl i fe  
refuges pursuant to the Central  Val ley Project  Improvement Act  (CVPIA).  The 
Acceptance Agreement i s  intended to implement components of  the Authority’s  
commitments under Proposit ion 1 and faci l i tate del ivery  of  Prop 1 S ites Water 
to CVPIA refuges for  net  ecosystem benefits.   
 

Under the Acceptance Agreement ,  the Authority would make Prop 1 Sites Water  

avai lable to Reclamation at  designated Points  of  Acceptance .  Reclamation 

would accept this  water at  these Points  of  Acceptance and convey the water  to 

refuge del ivery locations north and south of the Sacramento -San Joaquin Delta.  

Points  of  Acceptance have been identi f ied for both north and south of  Delta 

refuges.  The Authority is  responsible for the costs  and losses necessary to 

del iver water to the designated Points of  Acceptance.  The losses have been  

attr ibuted to and accounted for in the Prop 1 S ites water  del iver ies .   The costs 

are part of  the O&M associated with Prop 1 Sites Water del iveries .   Reclamation 

is  responsible for  the costs  to convey the Sites Water from the Points of  

Acceptance to the CVPIA refuge s.  Each party pays these costs  direct ly  and no 

funds are exchanged between Reclamation and the Authority in  the Acceptance 

Agreement.   

 

The Acceptance Agreement remains in effect for as  long as the Authority 

provides S ites Water for  CVPIA refuge water needs and may be terminated prior 

to that t ime by mutual  consent.  



 

 

 

The Acceptance Agreement establ ishes a  formal pathway for S ites Water to 

support  CVPIA wildl i fe refuges and is  a  condit ion precedent to the Cal i fornia 

Department of  Fish and Wildl i fe  entering into the Project’s  Ecosystem Public  

Benefits  Agreement.  

 

Staff  have been working with Reclamation staff  on the Acceptance Agreement 

and feel  that the Agreement is  nearly f inished.  Staff  recommends that the 

Reservoir  Committee and Authority Board approv e the Executive Director to 

sign the Acceptance Agreement once f inal ized ,  condit ioned upon no substantial  

changes in the f inal  Agreement from the terms described in this  staff  report.  I f  

substantial  changes are made,  def ined as changes that  could result  in addit ional  

costs  categories  for the Authority  or  substantial ly  increase the r isk  to  the 

Authority,  staff  wi l l  return to the Reservoir  Committee and Authority Board.   

 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source: 

 

The Acceptance Agreement does not create new capital  obl igat ions.   

 

The Authority wil l  be responsible for  the cost  to convey and del iver  Prop 1 Sites 

Water to the Points of  Acceptance identif ied in the Agreement.  These costs are 

to be considered in the staff ’s  continued development of  the  Publ ic  Benefits  

Agreements and associated CalSim modeling (water losses,  especial ly  carr iage 

water costs through the Delta).   

 

Importantly,  the Agreement does not require the del ivery of  Prop 1 Sites Water 

to these Points  of  Acceptance –  rather,  the Agreement merely provides the 

mechanism for  the Authority to provide supplemental  Incremental  Level  4  

CVPIA refuge water  and for Reclamation to accept that water at  certain points,  

along with the roles and responsibi l i t ies for conveyance of water  to and from 

the Points of  Acceptance.  The Ecosystem Public  Benefits  Agreement ( in  

development)  is  antic ipated to also include the del ivery of  Prop 1 S ites Water 

to other wetland habitat areas outside of the CVPIA refuges.   

 

Prior Actions:  

None  

Staff Contact:  

Ali Forsythe  

Attachments:  

Attachment A –  Points of Acceptance  
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POINTS OF ACCEPTANCE 

North of Delta 

Sutter National Wildlife Refuge Butte Slough Pumping Plant 

Sunset Pumps 

Sacramento National Wildlife Refuge Hamiliton City Pumping Plant 

Williams Outlet 

Wasteway Cross Channel 

Delevan National Wildlife Refuge 

Colusa National Wildlife Refuge 

Grey Lodge Wildlife Area Sutter Butte Canal at Intake 

South of Delta 

All South of Delta Refuges Delta-Mendota Canal at Milepost 7.2 

O’Neill Forebay 

 
 
 


