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Requested Action: 

 

Reservoir  Committee and Authority  Board consider and possibly take action on the Brown 

Act cease and desist letter  received on March 9, 2026.  

 

Detailed Description/Background : 

 
The Authority received  a letter from an attorney representing the North Coast States 
Carpenters Union dated February 25, 2026 , on March 9, 2026. The letter  makes allegations 
of Brown Act violations at the Sites Coordination Committee meeting on February 11, 2026,  
and the Legislative and Outreach Committee meeting on February 12, 2026.  The attorney's  
letter is Attachment A.  The letter requests a cease and desist of the al leged violations and 
discipl ine of the Executive Director .  The attorney ’s  concerns generally  involve the fact that 
Authority Staff  removed either unauthorized or unidentified members of the public from each 
public meeting, respectively.  The Authority Staff  response letter of March 16, 2026 , is 
Attachment B and addresses the allegations.  The attorney clarified via an email  on March 
13, 2026, her expectation that the Board would address her letter  appropriately,  fol lowing 
the requirements of Government Code Section 54960.2 at the March 20 Board Meeting.  The 
attorney ’s  email  is  Attachment C.  Authority Staff ,  in consultation with Legal Counsel ,  is  
including this item on the agenda  to al low the Board to consider the request and possibly act  
on the requests in the letter as it  feels is  appropriate and necessary . 
 
Fiscal Impact/Funding Source: None. 

 

Prior Actions: None. 

 

Staff Contact: Jerry Brown/Alan Doud  

 

Attachments: Attachment A –  Shanley Letter on Behalf  of North Coast States Carpenters 

Union dated February 25, 2026. 

Attachment B –  Authority Response Letter  dated March 16, 2026. 

Attachment C -  Shanley March 13, 2026 e-mail  clarifying requested action. 

Attachment D –  Document to be provided as a supplemental attachment to this staff report .    

It  was not available at the time of the 72 -hour agenda posting and is being 

made publicly available concurrent with its distribution to the Board in 

accordance with the applicable Brown Act requirements.  



















 
 

 

March 16, 2026 

Andrea C. Matsuoka 
Shanley, A Professional Corporation 
533 South Fremont Avenue, 9th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 

Re: February 25, 2026 Correspondence Regarding Brown Act Compliance 

Dear Ms. Matsuoka: 

Thank you for your letter dated February 25, 2026, (received March 9, 2026) regarding meetings 
of the Sites Project Authority (“Authority”). The Authority appreciates receiving feedback 
regarding its public meeting practices and takes its obligations under the Ralph M. Brown Act 
(Gov. Code §54950 et seq.) seriously. The Authority remains committed to conducting its 
meetings in a manner that promotes transparency, public participation, and full compliance with 
applicable law. 

After reviewing the matters referenced in your letter, I would like to convey my recollection of 
the circumstances surrounding the meetings discussed. 

February 11, 2026 – Sites Coordination Committee Meeting 

During the February 11 meeting, the Sites Coordination Committee proceeded into a properly 
agendized closed session in accordance with the Brown Act. As is standard practice, members of 
the public attending the meeting were removed from the virtual meeting platform when the 
Committee entered closed session so that the Committee could conduct its confidential 
discussion. 

The account referenced in your letter was removed from the virtual meeting platform at that 
time, along with other public attendees, for this purpose.  At no time was any member of the 
public denied access to the open portion of the meeting. 

February 12, 2026 – Sites Legislative & Outreach Committee Meeting 

During the February 12 meeting, an account joined the virtual meeting platform using credentials 
that I questioned being an actual person. Because virtual meetings occasionally experience 
participation from automated or unidentified accounts, I asked the participant to briefly identify 
themselves to confirm that the attendee was a member of the public attending the meeting.  The 
intent of the request was to confirm that the participant was an actual person.  There was not an 
intention to compel participants to identify themselves against their will.    

When the account did not respond to this request, I removed the account from the meeting. This 
action was taken for meeting security purposes after providing an opportunity for the participant 
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to identify themselves. The removal was not intended to limit public participation or prevent 
members of the public from attending the meeting. I would also note, the account did not return 
after the removal, which, if it had returned, would have been received as positive confirmation 
that it was an actual person. 

The Authority will continue to preserve the orderly conduct of its meetings by attempting to 
confirm that remote participants are actual persons.  At the same time, we will be mindful of 
your concerns at future meetings and will acknowledge that members of the public need not 
disclose their identities to participate.  

Agenda Descriptions 

The Authority’s meeting agendas are prepared in accordance with the Brown Act requirement 
that agenda items contain a brief general description of each item of business to be discussed or 
acted upon. The Authority will continue to review its agenda practices to ensure they provide 
clear and appropriate descriptions consistent with Brown Act guidance. 

Conclusion 

The Authority values the ability of members of the public to attend and observe its meetings and 
will continue to administer its meetings in a manner consistent with the Brown Act while also 
maintaining appropriate meeting security for virtual platforms.   

We appreciate your interest in the Authority’s meeting practices and welcome continued 
engagement on these matters.  I have shared your letter and my response with members of the 
Authority Board and the Reservoir Committee and have agendized an item for their consideration 
of your concerns at their March 20 Board Meeting. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jerry Brown 
Executive Director 
Sites Project Authority 

cc: Board of Directors, Sites Project Authority 
 Reservoir Committee, Sites Project Authority 
 Alan Doud, Young Wooldridge, LLP 
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