
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN RICHV ALE IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

AND SITES PROJECT AUTHORITY 

REGARDING CONVEYANCE OF SITES WATER 

This Memorandum of Understanding ("MOU") is entered into and effective this  30  day of April, 
2026 by and between the SITES PROJECT AUTHORITY (the "Authority") and RICHY ALE 
IRRIGATION DISTRICT ("District") ( each a "Party" and collectively, the "Parties"). 

Recitals 

WHEREAS, the Authority was created for the purposes of building and operating the 
Sites Reservoir Project ("Project"), a proposed 1.5 million acre-foot off-stream reservoir located 
approximately 10 miles west of the town of Maxwell, California; and 

WHEREAS, to carry out the Project, the Authority is working with the State of 
California to execute a Contract for Administration of Ecosystem Public Benefits ("CAPB"); and 

WHEREAS, the CAPB includes providing ecosystem benefits to wildlife areas in the 
Upper Butte Basin, among other refuges; and 

WHEREAS, the District formed on July 7, 1930, under the Wright Act of 1897, and is 
responsible for providing irrigation water to 34,150 acres, through 80 miles of District canals, 
in southwestern Butte County, primarily supporting rice farming and environmental water 
users within its service area boundary.; and 

WHEREAS, the District has available and physically feasible capacity to convey up to 
21,000 acre-feet per year of water that the Authority appropriates pursuant to a permit issued 
by the State Water Resources Control Board ("Sites Water") to the Upper Butte Basin Wildlife 
Area, and the District is willing to make such available capacity for assisting in the conveyance 
and delivery of Sites Prop 1 Water for ecosystem public benefit purposes pursuant to the 
CAPB. 

WHEREAS, the Authority has secured CDFW concurrence to use Sites Prop 1 Water 
at any of the units within the Upper Butte Basin Wildlife Area and the District may receive 
mutual benefit from deliveries of Sites Prop 1 Water. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties agree as follows: 

1. Term. This MOU shall be effective on the date of the last signature herein and shall
remain in effect until execution of the Wheeling Agreement described in Paragraph 2.

2. Wheeling Agreement. The Parties acknowledge that the Authority has the responsibility
to secure reliable conveyance capacity for ecosystem public benefit water is a material
component of the CAPB and the Authority's commitment to the State of California.
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